CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
March 17, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:
Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by President Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Heckle & Mr. Gertz.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
Mr. Gertz did arrive later in the meeting.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Damien Sigfried - Needles being found at parks and other local spots around town.
- Lee Roth (President of the Reading Kiwanis), Clay Wagner - Proposed a new sign location 
  (Reading & Benson Road) for the Reading Kiwanis community sign.
- Dean Ferrier - Rumpke representative brought two sizes of recycling bins that can be utilized should residents 
   decide to opt-into the city wide recycling program.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Major Road Improvements will begin as weather improves.
 -Brown, Leonard, 5th & Flora and Alwil will all be completed this year. 
  (Half the dollars to complete these projects are state capital grant dollars) 
- Benson Street Sewer Project (Hill St, Benson to Reading Rd, Maple St, Jefferson, Bradley to the Mill Creek)
  (Paid for by MSD – $1.7 Million improvement for our City)
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc. 
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 733-3725)
- Police Department:
  - 2 Officers have joined the Hamilton County Heroin Prosecution Task Force 
Fire Department:
  - The new full time Firefighter/Paramedic Brian Vaughn will start March 22.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Permanent Appropriations for the 2015 year being read tonight (first reading only tonight)
- Congratulate Austin King for making it to State for the Reading wrestling team
- Congratulate Mount Notre Dame for making it to the final 8 for basketball
- Reminds everyone to please slow down as you drive through Reading
- Mark Bishop (Supplier representative for Gas & Electric) 
  - Integrys (gas) was bought out by Constellation Energy - this will not effect pricing or the aggregation  
  - Duke Energy Retail (electric) will be bought out - this will not effect the electric aggregation

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- March Mid-Month Update: $325,826.00 collected.  $157,400.00 needed to hit the March numbers. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Permanent Appropriations have been approved by the Federal Budget Commission

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Reiterated that the Recycling ordinance passed this evening is NOT mandatory
- Next meeting scheduled for March  24 at 6:30 pm in the Council Chambers

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock
- Attended (along with Councilman Don Lindeman) a meeting with the Mill Creek Watershed Community

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Scott Heckle
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Next Committee Meeting: March 24, 6:30 pm, Caucus Room
  - Will discuss Capital needs of the Fire Department and (time permitting) city-wide parking.
- Thanked Terry Widman for his years of service & wished him good luck during his retirement.
- Thanked Officer Ellison for monitoring the traffic light at Reading & Gahl Terrace recently.
- Will be attending a meeting with the State & County Engineers to discuss the flooding issues 

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service department is currently out patching pot holes around the city
- Salt inventory on hand: 650-700 ton.  232 to left on our original order.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- In response to syringes found in the local parks: Will be looking into starting a Community Block-Watch 
  with assistance from Lieutenant Zimmerman and involvement from the Safety Committee.
- March 28 Field Day at Hilltop Ballparks at 10:00 am (Cincinnati Reds Community Fund supplying in-field dirt)
- Saturday, April 4: Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Haffey Field House at 11:00 am.
- Saturday, May 2: Clean Up Reading Day (small shelter at Koenig)
- March 21: 16th Annual FOE Ladies Auxiliary Spring Fling Dance 
  (Tickets $15 each - Benefits Reading Fire Department)

OTHER BUSINESS 
Randy Fischesser: St Peter & Paul Mission Commission Bingo will be on Thursday, April 9 at 7:30 pm in the 
                    Parish Cafeteria.  100% of the profits go to the adopted Indian Parish in New Mexico)
Tony Gertz: Tuition Assistance Program for Catholic Education, June 28at the Elks
Bo Bemmes: In 3 weeks we will swear in Tim Cox as Ward 1 Councilman
Mel Gertz: Annual Reading Republican Club Golf Outing will be held on July 25 at Sharon Woods

READING OF RESOLUTIONS





READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH RUMPKE FOR AN AMENDMENT TO THE CURRENT CONTRACT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-23


(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $200,000.00 FRROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-24


(3) AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF READING, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-25


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:59 pm.
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