CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
May 5, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:
Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Resident Jim Price addressed Council regarding on-street parking concerns and emergency ambulance
  response time.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the family of Lou Grippa, & Dick and Ruth Rockwerst.  Please also keep all veterans 
 & active military in your prayers.
- Thanks to Police Chief Scott Snow & Lieutenant Zimmerman for addressing the residents this evening 
  regarding Reading Block Watches.
- Thank you to all who volunteered for Clean Up Reading Day on May 2.
- Thank everyone who supported the May 2 @ Reading High School Kiawanis pancake breakfast 
  & those who attended the Andy Ramsey Memorial & Swaner Fundraiser
- Historical Society Friday, May 15 at the VYO Haffey Field House. 
  Tickets are $20 Adult, $10 for children ages 12 & under 
- VYO Memorial Day Festival will be held May 22 - 25
- 106th Memorial Day Parade will begin at 9 am & there will be a fly over by the Ohio National Guard at 9:45 am.
- June 23 – Reading’s new Library will have its Grand Opening.  Existing library will close June 6.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc. 
- City newsletter will be mailed out in the next week or two.
- Police Report:  - 891 Calls for Service, 24 Auto Accidents, 255 Traffic Citations & 310 Arrests. 
                  - Thank you to Officer Ellison for his recent involvement in a response call in which an airsoft 
                    gun was used by the assailant.  
                  - Chief Snow was recently elected to the Executive Committee of the Ohio Association of 
                    Chiefs of Police 
- Fire Report: - 137 EMS Incidents, 44 Fire Incidents
                They manage multiple property maintenance complaints & joint fire & health inspections
                Provided CPR Training to the Serendipity Staff


SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- People are still signing up for curbside Recycling from Rumpke.  Issues with drivers not picking up recycling 
  are currently being worked towards solutions.
- Duke Energy Retail has changed names to “Dynegy” & Integrys has changed to “Constellation”
- Met with Bob Ashbrock, Mill Creek Watershed & Steve Johns regarding the Surface Water grant
- Met with someone from Larry’s Lock regarding cameras for Vorhees & Koenig parks.
- Exterior Property Maintenance:  Please keep up with the maintenance of your yards.
- We are evaluating the way we do brush pick-up (could potentially cut down on the number of pick-ups)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Finance Update (Attached)
- For the year we’ve collected $2,767,233.00 and are running 1.6% ahead for the year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Meeting last week during the Council of the Whole was very productive regarding particular funds in which we 
  can utilize to pay for upcoming needed projects.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- 500 people signed up for recycling.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Hamilton County Planning – securing other grants that may be available for projects along the Mill Creek.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Meeting next week at 7:00 pm to discuss the issues that Mr. Heckle was working on before his departure.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Committee recently met to discuss Capital needs of the Police & Fire Department & parking restrictions:
  - Reviewed a modified list regarding parking restrictions on certain streets.  This list was unanimously agreed 
   upon and the recommendation prepared for the administration.  It is suggested eliminating parking to one side on 
   the curbs of Leelanau & Pompano, North & South Kathwood, the bend and cul-de-sac of Trillium & Guise Court, 
   the two bends of Orchard Knoll, and the North side of Pike Street from Reading to Market after the library 
   relocates.  It is also suggested that the existing no parking on Pike & Pearl Streets, sections in front of hydrants 
   and intersections with streets & allies have the curbs repainted.  Requests will be made on the committee’s part 
   to the Police Department to increase patrols for parking violations all over the city during their on-duty, less 
   active patrol periods.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Committee met to review possibly increasing personnel, the possibility of reducing level of service 
 (if not the elimination of some), discussed capital requests, improvement projects & the challenge of 
 getting these needs met considering the amount of money that has been taken in over the years has declined.
- We ordered salt for next year through the City of Cincinnati at $75.86 a ton.
RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Held a public meeting this evening and over 35 people attended.  Chief Snow & Lieutenant Zimmerman showed 
  a Power Point presentation & the Chief agreed to set up a Facebook page “Reading Block Watch.”
  If you do not have Facebook, please call 733-4122 or contact police@readingohio.org.
- Thank you to all who volunteered Saturday, May 2 for Clean Up Reading Day – another successful event.
- Pool sign-ups:  May 9 & May 16 at the Haffey Field House from 10am-12pm or City Hall during 
 business hours.  Pricing (Before June 1): Family $110.00, Individual $80.00, Senior Citizens $25.00.
 Prices increase by $20.00 beginning June 1.  Pool is scheduled to open on May 30.
- Condolences to Shawna Becker Carlotta & her family on the passing of her husband.



OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz: - Tuition Assistance Program for Catholic Education, June 28at the Elks.
              - June 14 – Recognition of Father Howard at Sts Peter & Paul cafeteria from 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm.
              - Asks that the residents living on Bradley Avenue have some patience with the MSD sewer project 
               that once completed will be a major improvement to the City.
              - Petition circling to install a sound barrier wall running from Benson up to Vine if the I-75 highway 
               construction ever comes to fruition.
READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $200,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-37

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTING TURNOUT GEAR FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-38
- Safety-Service Director Patrick Ross asked Council to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 
  contract negotiations.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to go into Executive Session.  
  Motion carried by a7-0 Roll Call vote. Council went into Executive Session at 8:56 PM.  At 9:18 PM, a motion 
  was made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to return to regular session. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll 
  call vote.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:21 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
