CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
May 19, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:
Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to excuse Mr. Lynd. Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross & Treasurer Mel Gertz.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Steve Bostwick: Reported back to Council regarding the CIC meeting he attended the previous evening.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please also keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.  Please also keep 15 year old Reading High School 
  student Jake Swaner in your prayers as he continues to fight his battle with cancer.
- Congratulations to Reading High School Senior Lexi Leech who was awarded an appointment to West Point.
- Congratulation to all the graduating students of the class of 2015 & congratulations to Reading High School’s 
  Valedictorian Maggie Peron & Salutatorian Corey Brock.
- Noni Martin was recognized at the Historical Society Friday Dinner on May 15 as well as Thaman’s Garage 
  for their years of service, the Vietnam Veterans that maintain a branch here in Reading & Father Howard.
- Tuesday, June 23 – Reading’s new Library will have its Grand Opening.  Existing library closes Sunday June 7.
- VYO Memorial Day Festival will be held May 22 - 25
- 106th Memorial Day Parade will begin at 9 am & there will be a fly over by the Ohio National Guard at 9:45 am.
- The cost of pool passes increase after June 1.  Call City Hall during business hours to purchase before increase.
- The American Legion 4th of July Festival is coming up July 3, 4 & 5th and they need volunteers to run booths.
  Fireworks will be set off Sunday, July 5th at 10:00 pm.
- Thank you to the Public Works Department who continues to work with a limited amount of staffing.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc. 

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Had a meeting with Reading Schools Superintendent Dr. Anderson regarding some zoning questions.
- Hosted the 3rd grade class from Hilltop.  Tour included City Building, Historical Society & Reading Library.
- The Police are following up on several leads from the recently formed Community Block Watch group.
  If you want to leave an anonymous tip, call the police department and ask for the anonymous tip line.
- Several Road Projects currently underway: 5th & Flora, Benson Street Sewer Project
  Leonard & Brown Street Projects to start once school lets out.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Finance Update Month to Date on Income Tax Collections - $390,000.00 (right on track).  
  Need another $45,000.00 to meet last year’s May collection.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Will begin looking at the 2016 budget soon because it must be submitted in July.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Gas & Electric Aggregation programs are going well & Patrick Ross’ assistance with residents that are confused 
 with their billing and the idea of switching companies has been much appreciated.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- No Report.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee met to discuss transferring a D5 liquor license for 1455 East Galbraith.  Another meeting is being 
  scheduled with the parties involved and more information may follow.
- Upcoming topics: Will be discussing a possible Tree Ordinance & the tractor trailer that parks on Reading Road.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Gave Council some background regarding the replacement of the 2001 Pierce Frontline Pumper a.k.a Engine 83.
- Reminds everyone to be alert as schools are letting out soon.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service Department continues to attend to the many responsibilities that it has – most recently task being to get the     
  parade route ready for Memorial Day.
- Continuing to look for sources of funds for additional personnel, projects & equipment
- Thanked a resident in the Maple Woods neighborhood for bringing some sidewalk repairs to the attention of the 
  Service Department.
- Hopes that in the future we can change to cameras rather than looping systems in the traffic signals.  The cameras 
  are very easily programmable & reprogrammable depending upon the need.
- Next committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 16.  Topics: Possible change in the brush pick-up schedule 
  & system in an effort to become more efficient.
RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- No Report (Absent).
[bookmark: _GoBack]OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz: - Brought up the need for new drapes in Council Chambers.
Patrick Ross: - Thanked the parents who volunteer for youth soccer & baseball coaching.
Randy Fischesser: Please visit mobilityawarenessmonth.com to vote for a local Reading resident to receive a free 
                    mobility van.
READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:53 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
