CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 2, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:
Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Lindeman.
Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to excuse Mr. Fischesser. Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Barb Cooper of Ladies Reading Eagles Auxiliary presented Chief Owens with a check for $2,700.00 from 
  the Spring Fling dance.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
MARCH 2015 Mayors Court Month Disbursement Report: 
   - 232 Bench Warrants Issued, 916 Cases Heard & A Total of $33,169.00 Collected
APRIL 2015 Mayors Court Month Disbursement Report: 
   - 254 Bench Warrants Issued, 1099 Cases Heard & A Total of $35,482.00 Collected
MAY 2015 Mayors Court Month Disbursement Report: 
   - 352 Bench Warrants Issued, 825 Cases Heard & A Total of $22,447.00 Collected

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Thanked all who participated, organized and came out to watch the 106th Annual Memorial Day parade.
- Congratulation to all the graduating students of the class of 2015.
- Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.  Please keep 15 year old Reading High School student 
 Jake Swaner in your prayers as he continues to fight his battle with cancer.
- Bond issue on the ballot this November to build a new K-12 school 
- The American Legion 4th of July Festival is July 3, 4 & 5th and they need volunteers to run booths.
  Fireworks will be set off Sunday, July 5th at 10:00 pm.
- Tuesday, June 23 – Reading’s new Library will have its Grand Opening.  Existing library closes Sunday June 7.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 733-3725)
- Police Department Report:  - Chief Snow would like to Congratulate various areas in Reading who have organized 
                                their own street neighborhood block watch pages.  A recent call in to the Police 
                                regarding suspicious activity resulted in a swift response & a successful arrest. 
                              - Police department have been conducting more foot patrols in our parks as well as 
                               speed enforcement patrols.  Have also been following up on drug related leads from 
                               the block watch participants.
                              - May: 1,078 Service Calls, 40 Auto Accidents, 261 Traffic Citations & 331 Arrests.
- Fire Department Report:  May: 134 EMS Incidents, 44 Fire Incidents.  
                            Continues to do joint health department & fire department inspections.
                            Started their Spring hydrant servicing.
                            - Received an EMS grant for $2,500.00 to buy equipment.
- Service Department Report: Thank you to the Public Works Department who continues to work with a limited 
                              amount of staffing.  Recently got the Reading Pool up and running for the season.
- MSD Sewer Project will begin on Benson street within the next week.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Finance Update (Attached)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Our goal is 3% (we’re at 1.7%) - not up to where we’d like to be but hopefully that will approve as time goes on.
- Reviewing the 30 funds that we have we’re holding our own

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Gas & Electric Aggregation programs are running smoothly.
- Still receiving requests for folks who’d like to sign up for curbside recycling and still working on a solution with 
  Rumpke to the curbside recycling issues in the ally. 

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Next committee meeting is scheduled for June 23 at 6:30 pm.
- Wendy Van Buren (Ohio Department of Natural Resources): Hamilton County Sewer & Water District is 
  sponsoring a “Tree Program” in which particular types of trees may be purchased at a very reasonable price. 
  Orders placed before July 17 will be honored for pick-up September 26.  Please visit www.hcswd.org/tree 
   for more information.
- CBGD Grant Opportunity (Hamilton County Planning District) to hopefully materialize & piggyback off of plans 
  with the Mill Creek Watershed Council.
- Trains: OKI (planning agency responsible for administering Federal transportation dollars)
           - STP (Surface Transportation Plans) & CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality) projects
            both could potentially come into play as it pertains to traffic stoppages with trains.  There is STP & 
            CMAQ money available but would need to be applied for by July 1.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- The D5 liquor license request for 1455 East Galbraith is no longer being requested. 
  They are going to try to get a D3 license instead in order to hopefully move forward with the purchase.
- Will be contacting Chief Snow regarding speeding on Maple Drive. 
- Committee meeting scheduled soon to discuss a Tree Ordinance & the tractor trailer that parks on Reading Road.
- Thanked Dave Hutzel for working the Big 6 at the VYO Festival year after year.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- No Report (Absent)..

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service Department continues to attend to the many responsibilities that it has.
- Next committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 16 at 6:00 pm.
[bookmark: _GoBack]RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanks to the Reading Police Department and all of the 876 citizens participating in the Facebook Block Watch.
  11 areas in Reading have started up their own block watch pages as a result.
- Pool opened on Saturday, May 30 to a great crowd.
- Shelter rentals are going great.  If there are any problems with the park rentals please call the police
- Movie night at the pool on June 26 and is open to the community – begins around 8:00 pm (when it gets dark).
OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz: - Sidewalk concerns around Schmidt-Dhonau.
               Tuition Assistance Program for Catholic Education, June 28at the Elks.
READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $44,965.43 FROM 
   THE STREETS & CURBS FUND (230.280.5800.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO VARIOUS 
   IMPROVEMENT LOANS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-42

(2) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING R.C.O. §666.17 TO REFLECT THE CURRENT ADDRESS OF 
   SERENDIPITY PRESCHOOL AND DAYCARE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-43

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:37 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
