CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 16, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Pro-Tem Randy Fischesser called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Fischesser led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Gertz to excuse Mr. Cox. Motion carried by voice vote.
Mr. Cox did arrive later.

Other City Officials Present:
Safety Service Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Liz Anderson (Reading Library Branch Manager) - Grand opening is Tuesday, Jun 23.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
No Report (Absent)

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Wished Father Howard Congratulations in his future endeavors
- The American Legion 4th of July Festival is coming up July 3, 4 & 5th and they need volunteers to run booths.
  Fireworks will be set off Sunday, July 5th at 10:00 pm.
- Benson Road is closed for 3 weeks for the MSD project.
- Adleta continuing to work on Brown, 5th & Flora streets.
- Additional cameras are being added to the local parks (Project is being completed from CDGB funds).

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Finance update: $400,000 month to date.  Still keeping ahead for the year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Next committee meeting is scheduled for June 30 at 10:00 am.
- Final Budget is due by July 20.  Looking toward the future – positives: Reading has increased the number of jobs.  
  Hopefuls: The Nivison property will be sold.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Don Lindeman & Bob Ashbrock visited the residents that live in the houses in the alleys to personally discuss the Rumpke Recycling pick-up issues.  Mr. Lindeman has made contact via phone to the Operations Manager at Rumpke and plans to continue the conversation in an effort to find a solution for the service.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Next committee meeting is scheduled for June 23 at 6:30 pm.
- With the recent departure of Scott Heckle there is now an opening for the CIC board member.
- Attended a Steering Committee meeting for the SSO 700 project and will have a powerpoint presentation to 
  present to Council in the near future


LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Contacted Chief Snow regarding a few resident complaints:
  - Speeding on Maple drive.  A radar trailor has since been installed.
  - Grass too high.  Urge homeowners to keep up on their yard work & do NOT place clippings in the sewers. 
- Next committee meeting tentatively scheduled for the afternoon of June 30 
  Upcoming topics: Will be discussing a possible Tree Ordinance & the tractor trailer that parks on Reading Road.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Police Report
  - Conducting direct patrols at the parks & several arrests have been made ranging from curfew violation to drug 
    abuse.  Uniform & plain clothes patrols will continue as manpower allows.
  - June 2: Officers responded to a shooting on 24 Gahl Terrace after an argument over a cell phone.
   Officers were on the scene quickly and were able to apprehend the suspect’s vehicle.  2 subjects were arrested 
   & confessed to their involvement.  The weapon was also recovered.
  - Officers made a traffic stop on the 5th of June recovering 2 loaded weapons and drugs.
  - Car break-ins and thefts continue.  Most victims vehicles were left unlocked with valuables exposed.
    All residents are encouraged to call the department if you see anything suspicious as it is occurring.  
    Do not leave your valuables in plain sight as well as keys and garage door openers.
  - Speed enforcement patrols on Thurnridge & East Benson.
  - Detectives have been working on several drug cases & following up on leads from Block Watch participants
  - A few cars are being worked on and the department had firearm training on June 9th & 10th 
- Gave further explanation regarding the Resolution to be passed. 
  (Reading Police Department’s participation in the Hamilton County Heroin Coalition Task-Force) 


SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Met with Todd Gadberry and Tim Brayshaw from the Hamilton County Engineers Office regarding the Benson 
  Street & Columbia Avenue bridge.  Estimates are being sought for repair. 
- Citizen assistant with brush pick-up procedures that will maximize efficiency:
 - Please don’t throw in a great big pile
 - Place the cut limbs facing the street, not obstructing vehicular traffic or pedestrian traffic on the sidewalks.
   If necessary, cut the limb into smaller pieces.
 - If you contract someone to perform this work, the contractor MUST take the brush with them.
 - If the brush is placed in front of a parked car it will NOT be picked up.
- Discussed possible funds available regarding projects/items needed to successfully operate the department.
RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- 968 Members have signed up for the Reading Block Watch, 14 individual block-watches have also launched.
- Pool has been doing well.  
  NEW RULE: All patrons under 16 years old must be a member of the pool or a guest of a pool member 
                before they are given any day passes.  If you are 16 years old or older and do not have a pool 
                membership you must show proof that you are a Reading resident in order to get a day pass.
  - Movie night at the pool on June 26 and is open to the community – begins around 8:00 pm (when it gets dark).
OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz: - Pleased to see all the flags this past Flag Day.  
               Father Howard was very pleased and thankful regarding the party in his honor this past weekend.
               Tuition Assistance Program for Catholic Education, June 28at the Elks.
               July 25 Reading Republican Club Golf Outing at Sharon Woods.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
(1) A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HAMILTON COUNTY HEROIN COALTION TASK-FORCE  
Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the Resolution.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED                                                  RESOLUTION NO. 2015-44R
[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $48,362.66 FROM THE SEWAGE 
  DISPOSAL TRUST FUND TO THE SEWAGE SERVICE FEE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-45

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $150,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Getz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-46

(3) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2014-07, WHICH AUTHORIZES THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO EMPLOY CERTAIN TEMPORARY SEASONAL AND PART-TIME HELP, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Getz, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2015-47

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:53 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         Randy Fischesser
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council Pro-Tem
