CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman 
& Mr. Fischesser.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Getz, & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Kara Scheerhorn (Mill Creek Watershed Council) updated Council with some of the things they’ve been working on and invited everyone to the September 27, 2015 Mill Creek Recreation Celebration at Koenig Park at 3:00 pm.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the families of Benny Black, Al Clevenger & Jerry Barret.
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.  
- Please keep 15 year old Reading High School student Jake Swaner in your prayers as he continues to fight 
  his battle with cancer.
- Vorhees & Koenig Parks: Repairs & painting, repairs at the Pool, new sod with drainage underneath at the 
  stadium due to $172,000 Federal grant dollars from the CDGB
- Attended Municipal League Meeting at the Evendale Rec Center in which several State Reps were in attendance.
  State cuts are here to stay.
- September 13 – 11am-3pm Antique Car Show at Veteran’s Memorial Stadium
- September 17 “Fall In Love” Bridal event in the Bridal District from 6pm – 10pm (Benson Road closed).
- September 18th, 19th, 20th St Peter & Paul September Fest
- September 27, 2015 Mill Creek Recreation Celebration at Koenig Park at 3:00 pm.
- October 24th Reading High School Boosters will have a dance
- Mandatory Police Officer Body Cameras will be coming soon.
 Urge everyone to call State Representative Jonathan Devers to express their disapproval with “state-mandates.”
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Police Department Report: - July: 1,026 Service Calls, 33 Auto Accidents, 264 Traffic Citations, 344 arrests
                             - Police department have been conducting more foot patrols in our parks as well as 
                               speed enforcement patrols.  Have also been following up on drug related leads from 
                               the block watch participants.
                             - Police department were able to bust up a theft ring.
- Fire Department: 133 Medical responses, 42 Fire Responses
                   - Managed multiple property maintenance complaints
                   - Chief Owens attended a roundtable meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Benson Street Storm Sewer collapse is being looked into and a plan is forming for repair.
- Health Insurance Renewal was today – We are now “self-insured”
- Thanks to the Bridal District for all their hard work with painting the poles around the Bridal District.  
  Banners will be erected soon and look great.
- Met with a Representative from the State’s Treasurer department

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report 

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- August Finance Update: Attached.  Was a good month for us.  We’re running about 1.6% ahead for the year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- We’re moving forward & still holding our own with the money that we have.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- September 24 Rumpke is giving a tour of their facility.  Call Michell 513-946-7789 to make reservation.
- Presented the idea: should the bond issue pass in November that Hilltop & Central properties will be up for sale.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Meeting with Dan Brooks occurred two weeks ago and an ordinance with the new fees structure is being drafted.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Received numerous property maintenance complaints this week and contacted Patrick Ross.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Fire Department: Selected E1 as the preferred vendor to build the Engine.  Legislation to finance in October.
                   Each Fire department member has approximately 108 hours of in-service training in the last year.
- Police Department: Our officers us a real-life Fire Arms Training Simulator.  All our Police Officers go through a 
  minimum of 10 hours of training (4 hours is all that’s required), some officers receiving as much as 40 a year.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Thanked Council and members of the Service department that attended the meeting last week.  A number of needs 
  were brought up and discussed at length.  Hoping for an ordinance by the next meeting.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- With the CDBG grant money that was awarded to us several items are currently being priced out.

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A JOINT POLICE/FIRE 12 CHANNEL RADIO 
  RECORDER/ARCHIVER AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                  ORDINANCE NO. 2015-64

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO 
   ALLISON LANDSCAPING FOR THE RESIDENTIAL STORMWATER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 
   AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-65

(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $100,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-66

(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $28,697.72 FROM THE CITY EARNING 
  TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lynd seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-66

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:14 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                         Cris Nesbitt
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
