CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
OCTOBER 6, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to excuse Mr. Albrinck. Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Dr. Joel Anderson (Superintendent of Reading Community Schools), Tom Bemmes & Kevin Kaiser (Co-Chairs) addressed Council regarding the upcoming School Bond Issue on the ballot and asks for a vote of “Yes.”  
  * To construct a brand new Reading Community School.
  * The Ohio Schools Facilities Commission has determined that our Reading buildings are the worst structurally in the State of Ohio out of all 613 districts.  Reading’s schools have outlasted most because of continued maintenance over the years.  But now the concerns are not only functionality and effectiveness but also safety & security.  A third party evaluated the buildings & stated that it would be better and more efficient to build new than to renovate.  Since renovation would be done totally with local funds it would cost Reading taxpayers less to build a new building than to renovate.
  *The State is so concerned with the state of our buildings that they are willing to contribute 54% of the total cost to replace them.  Unfortunately, this is a “use it or lose it” proposal.  If we do not take their 54% then the State will give 27 million of our taxpayer dollars to some other Community.
  * A new school will come with state of the art technology that will allow our school system to be more effective & more efficient, will have a positive effect on property values & we’ll be investing in our children’s future.
  * Without this Bond the District can no longer maintain our buildings.  The buildings will deteriorate as well as our property values.
  *A new school will attract vibrant families & new businesses which will certainly have a positive impact on our Community’s future.
  *The cost for an average Reading resident is $21.83 a month.
  *For more details go to: www.4ReadingSchools.com or call 513-519-6244.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.  
- Up and coming projects:
  - Vorhees Park: Replace the small shelter and swing set, repair/replace security cameras & new mulch.
  - Koenig Parks: Repair & repaint the large shelter, renovate restrooms, repair/replace security cameras,
                  repair/replace the swing set area & new mulch.
  - Pool: Replace equipment, accessories & concrete around the pool.
  - Veteran’s Memorial Stadium: New sod with drainage underneath the stadium.
- October 10th St Peter & Paul Academy 5k Run at 6pm, Kid’s “fun run” at 1pm
- October 24th Reading High School Boosters will have a dance
- Addressed, at length, a number of claims from a recent political piece of literature.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Police Department Report: - July: 1,043 Service Calls, 33 Auto Accidents, 242 Traffic Citations, 335 arrests
- Fire Department: 143 Medical responses, 37 Fire Responses
                   - Managed multiple property maintenance complaints

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Received a letter from the Attorney General regarding an anti-trust litigation and received a check for $4,450.81.
- Meeting the Police & Fire Union regarding contracts & requested an Executive Session later during the meeting.
- Addressed comments regarding the Service Department cutting back the trees around town.  This is done every 4 
  or 5 years as maintenance.  By Springtime the trees will be back to normal.
- Been working on how to do the pension reports (Police, Fire. OPERS) as the person who currently handles them is 
  retiring at the end of the year.
- Received another grant from the Ohio CPA (Surface Water Improvement Grant).
- The new school Resource Officer Magley has received nothing but compliments since his start date.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report 

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- No Report (Absent)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Gave the Treasurer’s report for September – not a good month.  Overall for the month down 4.5%.  
  Over the year a growth of 1%.  Report attached.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Attended a tour of the Rumpke recycling plant on September 24th.  Serves 4.5 million people in this area & 
 created 100 jobs.  15 tons of recyclables is recycled every month.  Please call Ann Gray at 242-4401 for more 
 information or to set up a tour.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- The planning grant with respect to the Mill Creek Corridor is moving smoothly.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Discussed a recent issue of panhandling at local businesses with Mr. Stevenson.  The best method of handling 
 such issues is for the businesses themselves to handle on a case by case basis instead of creating ordinances.
- Will be looking into better processes in which Exterior Property maintenance communications are being formed 
  and delivered in an effort to increase efficiency.
- The Northside property that is for sale behind Maple Drive is 14 acres.  On September 1 they had an agreement 
  with the buyer.  The first 30 days was the evaluation process that took place and now, October 1 – October 30th 
  the buyer will need to bring his ideas to Council if he wants to get it approved.  As of now we do not know what     
  the proposition is but the next Council meeting for Amberly Village is October 12.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Fire Department: Fire Prevention Week.  Department will be heading out to local schools for Fire Prevention 
  information.  “Hear the beep when you sleep” - Every bedroom should have a smoke detector.
- Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Please talk to your doctor & get a mammogram.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report (Absent).

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- We received $172,000.00 CDBG grant that will be utilized in our local parks
- October 24 – Reading Booster Dance
- October 31 – Halloween, 6pm – 8pm

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Knights of St. John will hold a Halloween Dance.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing contract negotiations at 9:17 pm.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to return at 9:38 pm.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS 
(1) A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the resolution.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED                                               RESOLUTION NO. 2015-72R
[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF ORDINANCES 
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE A BACKHOE FROM SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT THROUGH THE STATE COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2015-73

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $200,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
   EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-74

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:43 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
