CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
NOVEMBER 17, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to excuse Mr. Cox.  Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Law Director Dave Stevenson.

Audience Participation:
Allen Redford – Reading Historical Society – Addressed Council regarding bringing Ohio Chautauqua to Reading in 2017.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Thanks to all who voted in the most recent election.  2016 encourage everyone to get informed & get involved.
- School Bond passed.  Meetings have already started.
- Mill Creek Water Shed Ribbon Cutting at 11:00 am Saturday, November 21.
- November 20th & 21st at 7pm – Annual Fireman’s Turkey Raffle
- November 28, Small Business Saturday – please get out and support them
- December 3 Reading Historical Society
- December 11 Crib Dedication & Tree Lighting
- Congratulations to MND’s Volleyball team for winning State for the 3rd year in a row.
- Economic Development improvements in Reading is going very well & looking up for 2016.
- Alwil Drive & Bolser Drive construction has been approved.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Police Department Report: - Increase in thefts, most of which were left out in the open
                             - Detectives have been working on leads from the block watch
- Fire Department: Multiple trainings with other cities.
- Service Department: Leaf pick-up is being conducted.  Tentatively the last date for pick-up is 12/11.
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Had a meeting with “Perfection Group” regarding a no cost analysist of all the facilities
- Worked with the Mayor’s Court Clerk in setting up a section on the webpage regarding general questions
- Hamilton County Police will now be the Police Force for Arlington Heights for the next 2-3 years.
- A recent letter from Dynergy went out to some residents.  If anyone has questions please contact Patrick Ross.
- St. Paul Players: Call 582-4659 for tickets

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Sale of Thaman property closed on Friday

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- November Finance Update: Collected $458,764.00.  Currently $27,000 short of where we were last year
                              but confident we’ll make this up before the month ends.


[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee Meeting Tuesday, November 24 at 10:45 am.
- Streets & Curbs fund is healthy, Capital Improvements Fund: $248,000, Growth Fund: $50,000

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- With the School Bond Issue passing the Hilltop property will be turned over to the City.  Requested a title search.
  Confirmed that the school itself will need to be torn down.  Began the thought process of how that property could 
  be put to good use.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Met with school officials to discuss their thoughts regarding the school properties & other matters.  Any new 
  property that they would need to acquire for their project or any property that they choose to dispose of there are 
  zoning classifications & traffic concerns that need to be considered.  
- A while ago an organization came to us to discuss replacing the light bulbs in all of the traffic lights under a grant.  
  Higher efficiency LED bulb would pay for the entire project.  We did not enter into that agreement but we were 
  able to acquire a number of replacement bulbs & will be installed incrementally as the need arises.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Police Department - SUV Cruiser that was damaged is now back in service
                     - 3 new tasers have been purchased & now in use.  All officers have had training
                     - 1 Officer currently on “light duty” due to a work related injury.         
- Fire Department - Hilltop Garage Door has been replaced
                   - Remind everyone that Thanksgiving is the peak day for cooking fires.  Please be safe!

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Leaf & limb pick-up is currently on-going.  Please don’t put leaves in the street for pick-up.  It is unsafe to 
  children who might want to play in them & can be hazardous to you when you start your car should you park
  on top of them. 
- A number of water main breaks have been taken care of recently

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting December 16th.
- MND Theater presenting “Beauty & The Beast” for the last week – please support the arts.

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES 
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR AND MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 
  AGREEMENT WITH READING CAREER FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION I.A.F.F., LOCAL 3717 FOR WAGES 
  FOR 2016 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ordinance was declared a second reading only.

(2) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH PAY AND BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES, EFFECTIVE RETROACTIVE 
  TO JANUARY 1, 2015 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ordinance was declared a second reading only.

(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE A BUCKET TRUCK 
   FOR THE SERVICE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                          ORDINANCE NO. 2015-86

(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PAY AND BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES EFFECTIVE FOR THE 
  FIRST PAY PERIOD OF 2016 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ordinance was declared a second reading only.
(5) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,325.00 FROM 
  THE FIRE/EMS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (242.310.5990.00) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                          ORDINANCE NO. 2015-87

(6) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $250,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
  EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                          ORDINANCE NO. 2015-88

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:11 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
