CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
DECEMBER 01, 2015 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman 
& Mr. Fischesser.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the family of George Becker & Charles Shorter.  Please keep all veterans & active military 
  in your prayers.  
- Fire Department thanks all who attended the Annual Turkey Raffle
- Thursday, December 3 – Historical Society Christmas Party
- December 11, 6:00 Crib Dedication, Tree Lighting & movie to follow at Haffey Field House
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Police Department November Report: 
                   - 835 Service Calls, 24 Auto Accidents, 232 Traffic Citations (please slow down)
                   - Allen Magley (school resource officer) received a letter of thanks from the Hamilton County
                    Health District for his referral & follow up on issues involving an apartment with young children
                   - Detectives working on several drug cases & following up on leads from block watch participants
                   - Discussions regarding Hand-held radio replacements are ongoing with administration and the 
                    Safety committee chair (current radios will become unserviceable after December 2018)
- Fire November Department: 
                   - 133 EMS responses, 23 Fire Responses, 7 All-Calls
                   - Managed multiple property maintenance complaints & conduct joint fire & health inspections
                   - Rick Martin continues to work very hard on exterior property maintenance issues
                     (56 Gorman Lane – Condemnation has been lifted as all violations have been corrected)
                     (Improvements to the Gahl Terrace apartments continue)
                   - Fire Department has new stream light portable scene lights that have been placed into service 
                     (purchased by the Eagles ladies auxiliary) 
                   - Continue joint training with Wyoming, Evendale & Woodlawn
                   - Chief Owens provided CPR training for Reading High School staff members.
- Public Works November Department: 
                   - Last day for city leaf pick-up will be December 11
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Council passed wage increase ordinances at the last Council Meeting.  
- Contract negotiations are currently going on for Police.  
- Call Patrick at City Hall for questions regarding Dynergy energy letters you may be receiving.
- 2016 Water Usage Rates will be increasing $1.20 - $1.40 per month.
- Some lights within Reading have been changed to LED lights in order to save money

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Reminded Council that there are certain changes made at the State level with respect to the Earning’s Tax &
  Income Tax imposed by municipalities.  The Treasurer’s office is familiar and working hard to incorporate these 
  changes.  These changes must be made before the end of the year or the city will cease to have an income tax.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- November Finance Update: Attached.  Great Month!  We’re running about 3.4% ahead for the year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Happy with the positive financial report but still cautious as to how we will end for the year.  
  Still need 0.10% to get where we projected for the budget.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Duke Energy letter attached.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Mill Creek Corridor Plan: January 25, 2016 at the new Public Library in their meeting space.
 1, 3:00 pm session (business community) and 1 session at 6:00 pm.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee meeting met and discussed a number of issues:
  (1) Will look into the Hilltop property to make sure that we are ahead of the game
  (2) Tree Maintenance Ordinance – more discussions to follow
  (3) Spoke to Ricky Martin regarding the process of property maintenance communication in an effort to help 
  (4) No new news on the Maple

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Please keep Safety in mind:
  (1)  Police Department Tips While Shopping:  Saftey in numbers.  Park in a well-lit lot.  Be mindful of your 
       surroundings.  Keep packages out of sight (in the trunk) & your purses close to you.  Make sure someone is 
       home to accept any packages being delivered.  Please do not post your comings and goings on social media 
       as thieves are using this info to their advantage.
  (2)  Fire Department Lighting Tips: Before you decorate, inspect the light stands for frayed wires & bare spots.  
       Follow the manufacture’s recommendations for number of connected strands.  Make sure your lights have a UL 
       label of approval.  Use proper extension cords.  Consider using battery operated candles.  If you use a regular 
       candle make sure that they are on stable holders and away from hanging items such as drapes or decorations.  
       Keep decorations (including the Christmas Tree) away from heat sources (fireplaces, stoves, portable heaters & 
       heating vents).  Do not leave lights and other decorations on if you are leaving the house.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- December 11th is the last day for the Service Department to pick-up leaves around the City.
- 700 tons of salt on hand.
- Continue to make progress on the agreed upon purchases for the Service Department.
- Still chipping brush.
- Repairing water main breaks.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- December 11: Crib Dedication (5/3 bank at 6:00 pm) & Tree Lighting (6:30 pm at Haffey Field House).
- Next committee meeting scheduled for December 15.

OTHER BUSINESS 
Randy Fischesser – January 12 – Safety Committee Meeting
Bo Bemmes – January 1 at Haffey Field House, first public Council Meeting of the year.
Tony Gertz – Requested that the privately owned/donated “Merry Christmas” signs be hung around Reading.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing compensation of public employees at 8:13 pm.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to return at 8:48 pm.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF ORDINANCES 
(1) AN ORDINANCE GRANTING THE AUDITOR THE RIGHT TO MAKE AN ELECTION TO BECOME A 
  FULL TIME EMPLOYEE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POSITION OF FULL TIME AUDITOR 
  WITH BENEFITS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Ordinance was declared a first reading only.

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $200,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
  EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-94

(3) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR CERTAIN ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS 
  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2016 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-95

(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $70,667.75 FROM THE 
  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND INTEREST ACCOUNT (340-300-5855.00) AND PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 
  (340-300-5854.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO READING ROAD STREETSCAPE BONDS AND     
  DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-96

(5) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RATES OF PAY AND BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN FULL TIME 
  POLITICAL APPOINTMENT POSITIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-97

(6) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SUPPLEMENTAL PAY AND BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES, 
  EFFECTIVE WITH THE FIRST PAY PERIOD IN JANUARY, 2016 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2015-98

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:01 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
