CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 05, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to excuse Mr. Ashbrock. Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the family of Paula Knox, Bob Graniger, Bill Cromer, Particia Nardini & Liz Clevenger.  
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Please visit the City of Reading’s web page: www.readingohio.org for City updates & information.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Thanks to everyone who volunteer for our wonderful Youth Organizations (churches, schools)
- Nominated Dennis Albrinck & Tim Cox as elected officials to the Community Improvement Corporation committee
- Police Department December 2015 Report: - 827 calls for service, 34 auto accidents, 169 traffic citations
                              2015 Totals: 11, 189 calls for service, 342 auto accidents, 2,879 traffic citations
                                           & over 4,000 arrests.
                             - Increase in car break-ins.  Please don’t leave valuables in cars & lock your car doors.
                             - The Drug Prescription drop box remains popular.  In 2015 over 47 ½ pounds of 
                               prescription drugs for disposal.  35% increase over 2014.
                             - Officers completed the State-required “Continuing Professional Training” focusing on Domestic 
                              Violence.  In 2016 each Officer will be required to have 11 hours of CPT (could go up to 40 
                              hours in 2017).
- Fire Department December 2015 Report: - 128 EMS incidents, 36 Fire incidents (7 were “all-calls”)
                   - Received 5 year approval from the Academy of Medicine for EMS Operations 
                    (this is as many years as they grant before they have to come back)
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Leaf pick-up is completed for the season.  If you still have leaves to be picked up, please rake them, place them in a bag 
  & give us a call to schedule a time for pick-up.
- Still getting questions regarding the aggregation.  If you have any questions please call Patrick Ross.
- Thank Russ Wernke for his years of service.  He stepped down December 31, 2015.
- There will be a free talk at Reading High School on February 10 at 7:00 pm from Cris & Bobby Bailey regarding drug 
  addiction.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- December/End of Year Finance Update: Attached.  Collected $6,940,958.00 finished 2.6% ahead for the year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Thanked everyone for their support & updated on her transition into the Auditor’s office.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Appropriations were passed before the end of the year.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Met with Perfection Group who will be coming in to do an analysis in order to find ways to save money.
- Next meeting scheduled for 6:30 pm on January 19.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock
- No Report (Absent).

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Left a voicemail with the Superintendent of Schools regarding the schools’ contract
- Believes the due-diligence period for North Site Property for sale in Amberly Village is up

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Next meeting scheduled for January 12 at 6:30 pm in the Caucus Room.
- Several of our Fire Department members assisted with Hamilton Fire Fighter Patrick Waterman’s funeral
- Reminds all citizens to take responsibility & act upon the advice of the Police – Lock your cars and put away your valuables

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- In regards to leaves: Please make sure you either bag them or put them in your garbage cans.  Do not leave them in piles on 
  the tree lawn as the Service Department will not be out picking up leaves with the vacuum anymore.
- All park restrooms have been winterized and locked.
- Service Department continues to monitor the situation on Benson Street near Lori where there is a problem with the Storm 
  Sewer.
- Next meeting scheduled for the beginning of February

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Next meeting scheduled for January 26 at 6:00 pm and will be discussing the Ohio Chautauqua for June 2017 visit.
- Park reservations will begin February 1, 2016 at 7:00 a.m. when City Hall opens.  Council will need to pass an ordinance 
  with 2016 park fees and at this time there are no plans to increase fees.
- Committee will be looking into the cost of lining the fields and how to acquire those funds.  

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Mill Creek Watershed Council meeting scheduled for January 25 (3:00 pm & 6:00 pm) at the Library.
Randy Fischesser – We do not use the Rita agency that’s personalized income tax information was stolen recently.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:15 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
