CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 19, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to excuse Mr. Lynd & Mr. Albrinck. 
Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Will meet with the Reading School Superintendent to discuss planning and public input for the new school building
- Law Director Dave Stevenson looked into it and the Hilltop property title belongs to Reading Community Schools.
- Nothing has been submitted to City Hall regarding IGA
- Parks Foundation meeting to be called soon regarding the 4th of July fireworks (to be held Sunday, July 3).
- March 5 – American Legion will be holding a fundraiser for Firefighters & Police Officers from 7pm-11pm.
- March 11 – Reading Central Elementary “Blue Devil Dance”
- April 2 - Eagles Ladies Auxiliary 17th Annual Spring Fling Dance
- Reading’s Mock Trial Team won the UC Invitational and tied for first at Miami University’s Invitational
- Police Department Report: - Department goals for 2016 have been finalized
                  (increase training for all Officers, improve communications & morale, increase criminal drug enforcement)
- Fire Department: - Continues to do multiple trainings
                   - Submitted an AF grant application for monitor defibrillators & turn out gear
                   - Chief Owens attended Hamilton County Fire Chiefs Board meeting  
- Gave the “State of the City” address.  For the full address please visit http://www.icrctv.com/communities, 
  click on “Reading,” and then click “Reading City Council 01-19-2016”
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Reading Skyline fundraiser – Reading High School Key Club – 10% of your bill will go to “Cancer Free Kids”
- Property Tax bill increases are in effect.  Please do not call City Hall to complain, there is nothing the City of Reading 
  can do.  This is a county level issue, please call the County.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a property purchase at 8:10 pm.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to return at 8:19 pm.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- January Finance Update: Running $70,000 ahead of last year. 
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Have been training with Nancy Stall for the past couple of weeks.  Moving money into the General Fund is tough.  
  We’re looking into different processes of how to move money in a timelier manner.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 27 at 6:30 pm.



[bookmark: _GoBack]UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Committee met this evening: Looking into Perfection Group to find ways for the City to save money through City lighting
- 650 people have signed up for recycling (more than double than when we started).
- Should have received a letter from Constellation showing how much money is being saved at the lower rate.
- Upcoming discussion regarding whether or not to keep ICRC.
ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Invites all citizens to attend Mill Creek Corridor Plan: January 25, 2016 at the new Public Library in their meeting space.
  1 starting at 3:00 pm session (business community) and 1 session beginning at 6:00 pm for the general public.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox
- Will be bringing a tree ordinance to Council within the next two weeks regarding public street trees and providing care.  
  Mainly this will be effecting Benson Street and Reading Road streetscape.
- Last week the CIC was discussed and the process for membership.  The committee was asked to look into the CIC minutes.  
  Has since received minutes from Linda Fitzgerald, will review and have more information in the coming weeks.
- The developer of north site property in Amberly Village has until the end of the month to complete due diligence.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Committee meeting was held January 12 – discussed staffing levels, changes in operations & capital needs.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report (Absent)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- No Report (Absent)

OTHER BUSINESS 
Bob Ashbrock - Attended the OKI Meeting & will have a presentation in the future.
Tony Gertz – Glen Booth appointed to Civil Service & David Powell to serve on the Planning & Development division.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES 

(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $350,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS 
  TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Ordinance was declared a first reading only. 

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $44,965.43 FROM THE 
  STREETS & CURBS FUND (230.280.5800.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO VARIOUS IMPROVEMENT 
  LOANS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Ordinance was declared a first reading only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:06 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
