CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
FEBRUARY 02, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to excuse Mr. Gertz. Motion carried by voice vote.

Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson,
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

SPECIAL BUSINESS
- Shannon Hoelmer sworn in as Deputy Treasurer.
- Mayor Bo Bemmes gives Proclamation to Russ Wernke of the Reading Fire Department.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the family of Harry Knox, John Ernst, & Gail McClure Stacey.
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- You have until 9:00 p.m. on February 16 to register to vote in the Primary Election.  Ward 1 will be voting at the new 
  Library, Ward 2 across from St. Peter & Paul Church in the old St. Peter & Paul Cafeteria, Ward 3 & Ward 4 voting at 
  Haffey Field House.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
 Please visit our website: www.ReadingOhio.org for city information.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling.
- Please sign-up for the Code Red reporting service & Curb-Side Recycling 
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up to receive this call or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- January 21 - Attended Reading Chamber of Commerce meeting.
- February 5 – Bids for Alwil & Bolser open up.
- February 6 - Tres Belle Grand Opening
- February 10 – Talk given at Reading High School regarding drug abuse.
- February 13 – Valentine’s Day Dance
- March 5 - American Legion holding a fundraiser for the Fire Department from 7-11pm - tickets $15.00.
- March 31 – Mission Commission Bingo
- April 2 - Eagles Dance 
- July 1, 2 & 3 – Reading 4th of July Festival at Koenig Park.
- Police Department January Report: - 995 calls for service, 19 auto accidents, 283 traffic citations
                                     - Department conducting undercover & extra patrols due to an increase in car break-ins
                                     - Conducting extra patrols at the new Library due to reports of problems
                                     - Lieutenant Mike Carter will be retiring February 27
- Fire Department January Report: - 116 EMS incidents, 45 Fire incidents
                                   - Chief Owens attended the Valley & Hamilton County Chief’s meeting

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Leaf pick-up is completed for the season.  If you still have leaves to be picked up, please rake them, place them in a bag 
  & give us a call to schedule a time for pick-up.
- Still getting questions regarding the aggregation.  If you have any questions please call Patrick Ross.
- Thank Russ Wernke for his years of service.  He stepped down December 31, 2015.
- There will be a free talk at Reading High School on February 10 at 7:00 pm from Cris & Bobby Bailey regarding drug 
  addiction.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- January Finance Update: Attached.  Collected $645,734.00 and are 6.1% ahead for the year.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Received information for the audit and have already started gathering paperwork.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- No Report (Absent)

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Have been in talks with Perfection Group who will be coming in to do an analysis in order to find ways to save money.
- Potential 5% increase upcoming for the MSD.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Mill Creek Corridor Plan on January 25, 2016 was well attended.  More information regarding content of the meeting are 
  scheduled to be posted to the City’s website.  Next meeting will be held in April.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Next Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 9 at 6:30 p.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
-Chief Snow sent a report showing both the total annual traffic citations and criminal arrests for the past eight years. (Below)
  From this, a few things should be noted.  First is that, for the most part, both citations and arrests have been on the increase   
  over the time period.  The exception to this was the traffic citations in 2010 and 2011.  Those two years we had a car  
  dedicated to traffic enforcement.  The result was that citations increase around 500 per year for those two years.
  Conversely, both traffic citations and criminal arrests were down in 2012, but we were also down three officers that year.
  Over the past three years, the department averaged 2,842 traffic citations and just over 2,200 criminal arrests per year.  
  Based off these stats it is safe to say they are doing their job when it comes to enforcement.

	Year
	Traffic Citations	
	Criminal Arrests

	2015
	2879
	2192

	2014
	2895
	2237

	2013
	2754
	2188

	2012 (3 officers down)
	2086
	1987

	2011
	2693
	2540

	2010 (Traffic car)
	3327
	2053

	2009 (Traffic car)
	3417
	1931

	2008
	2852
	1667

	3 year average
	2842
	2205



- Ordinance tonight to purchase two SUV type police cruisers.  As discussed a couple of weeks ago, the committee agreed 
  with the department's recommendation to go to the larger SUV over the sedan style.  Encourages passage due to the need to 
  order the cruisers by the end of the month.
- Next scheduled committee meeting: Tuesday, March 1st at 6:30.  Will discuss anticipated expenditures for Fire Department 
  Capital needs for the year.



SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Update on the 2015 Approved Capital Purchases for the Service Department: 
  - Hot Box is in and has been in use.  Very much appreciated by the Service Department employees & has increased eff
  - Back Hoe has been ordered
  - Still looking for the best deal for the Street Sweeper & Lawn Mowers
  - Bucket Truck is in operation & working well.  Old vehicles will be put up for auction later.
- Next meeting scheduled February23 at 6:00 pm.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Met on January 26 at 6:00 pm and discussed the Ohio Chautauqua for June 2017 visit.  Meeting again February 16 at 6:30.
- Park reservations began February 1, 2016 and so far 17 reservations have been placed.  If anyone has any complaints, 
  concerns or suggestions for park improvements, please contact Tom Lynd.
- $1,600 spent to line the fields (just for paint – not man hours).  Will be contacting S.A.Y. soccer to see if they can help out 
  with the costs.

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $250,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
    EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-06

(2)  AN ORDINACE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE TWO (2) POLICE VEHICLES    
    THROUGH THE STATE COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-07

(3)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER A CONTRACT TO SELL 
    9655 READING ROAD, FOR AN AMOUNT OF $80,000.00 AND OTHER PROVISIONS, AND DECLARAING 
    AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-08

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:22 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
