CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 01, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the family of Full-time Firefighter & EMT Personnel Brian Vaughn’s on the passing of his father, 
  the families of Anne Murray, Edna Short & Tom Plummer (Reading Historical Society’s First President).
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Tuesday, March 15 – Primary Election. Ward 1 will be voting at the new Library, Ward 2 across from St. Peter & Paul 
  Church in the old St. Peter & Paul Cafeteria, Ward 3 & Ward 4 voting at Haffey Field House.  Polls open 6:30 am-7:30 pm.
- Reading Community Schools are still in the process of hiring an architect & project manager for their new school building.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
 Please visit our website: www.ReadingOhio.org for city information.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling & the Code Red reporting service.
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- I-75 update: A fourth lane will be added from Shepard lane to Glendale-Milford (both North & Southbound) starting in 2017.
  A fourth lane will be added from Shepard lane to Galbraith (Southbound) to begin in 2020
  A fourth lane will be added from Galbraith to Shepard lane (Northbound) in 2022.
- Congratulations to Reading High School Wrestler Badin Penson, State Qualifier
- Congratulations to Reading High School Mock-Trial team, State Qualifiers
- Mary Jane Gordon named Republican of the year at the “Lincoln Day Dinner” where the Guest Speaker was 
  County Commissioner Dennis Deters.
- Thank you to all who volunteer for our wonderful youth organizations at our churches & schools.
- Attended a Business Roundtable Meeting on February 17
- Served as a judge at the Eagle’s “God, Flag & Country” competition on the 20th of February.
- Participated for the 4th year in a row in the “Night for the Fight” at the Cintas Center.  
  A total over $149,000.00 was raised to go towards research to eradicate cancer in children.
- March 5 - American Legion holding a fundraiser for the Fire Department & Police Officers from 7-11pm - tickets $15.00.
- March 5 – St. John’s United Church of Christ having Annual Heritage Sour Kraut Dinner from 5-7pm - $8 Adults, $4 Kids
            (Money goes towards a Reading High School Scholarship)
- March 10 – Fundraiser at Skyline for Reading High School’s “After-Prom” group
- March 11 – Reading Central Elementary holding their “Blue Devil” dance fundraiser 
- March 12 – Fundraiser at Haffey Field House from 7-11pm for Dick Engle Sr. (battling stage 3 esophageal cancer)
              $15 per person, $25 per couple
- March 31 – Sts. Peter & Paul Mission Commission Bingo at 7:00 pm
- April 2 - Eagles Spring Fling Dance (benefits Reading Fire Department)
- April 16 – American Legion will have a “Monte Carlo” night to help pay for this year’s fireworks.
- July 1, 2 & 3 – Reading American Legion 4th of July Festival at Koenig Park.  Fireworks at 10pm on July 3.
- Police Department February Report: - 862 calls for service, 26 auto accidents, 274 traffic citations
                                     - Department has seen a substantial deduction in car break-ins for the past few weeks and 
                                       it is believed to be contributed to the cooperative investigation with several area 
                                       departments and the tracking of more than a few suspects.
                                     - February 27 Chief Snow participated in a news conference for the Hamilton County 
                                       Heroin Coalition.  The police department is an active partner in this coalition which 
                                       focuses not only on enforcement but also on prevention & treatment of opiate users.
                                     - Conducting extra patrols at the new Library due to reports of problems
                                     - Several Officers recently attended a 40-hour CIT/MHRT certification training. 
                                      Crisis Intervention Team/Mental Health Response Team focuses on safe & effective 
                                      interaction with mentally ill people in crisis.  We have one of the highest levels of 
                                      certifications in the area with over 80% of our road patrol assigned officers possessing 
                                      this certification.
- Fire Department February Report: - 122 EMS incidents, 24 Fire incidents
                                     - Chief Owens attended the Business Roundtable meeting 
                                       Represented the Ohio Fire Chief’s Association in Columbus regarding EMS & 
                                       Pharmacy Board Compliancy Issues.
                                     - Assistant Chief Gallo assisted with the “God, Flag & Country” contest
                                     - Lieutenant Growl completed City Confined Space Plan & Training Model for the 
                                       Service Department 

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- If anyone received a letter from Duke Energy regarding a Central Quarter Pipeline Extension – Call if you have questions.
- Pre-Construction meeting with Adleta regarding Alwil Drive – work starting next week.  
  Bolser Drive - Storm catch basin work end of March/beginning of April
- Library Crosswalk talks with Engineers & Bob Ashbrock.  Currently looking into where the funds can come from.
- 2015 we recycled 253.35 tons of material.  Our efforts in Reading conserved enough energy to power every home in 
  Reading for 3 days.  We reduced more air pollution than if every household in Reading rode their bicycle to work for two 
  weeks.  Saved 2,138 trees from being harvested.  Our recycling rate for the entire year was 5.84%.
- Attended Utilities, Lands & Buildings committee meeting & decided to table two of the scheduled ordinances tonight in 
  order to change the language.
- Asks everyone to consider who they’re voting for in the upcoming Primary election in relation to the Affordable Care Act 
  and how it negatively effects every business.
- Anonymously report Heroin users by texting 513-808-4500 or by calling 513-352-3673.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- A sex offender living closely to an unauthorized zone will be asked to move.  A letter has already been sent and a timeline to 
 move has been set in place.
- With the upcoming primary election both parties are looking for volunteers to fill positions.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- February Finance Update: Attached.  Collected $590,871.00 and are down .5% for the year.
- If anyone needs help filing your City of Reading taxes please bring all your information to the Tax office and they will gladly 
 help you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Thanked everyone for their support with the passing of Glenn Booth.
- All bills from 2015 are caught up and paid!  Most January & February bills are paid.  Anticipates having all bills up to date 
  by the end of March.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Anticipates that the budget will be approved.  
- Next committee meeting at 5:30 pm on Tuesday, March 8.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Attended & participated in the Service Committee Meeting last week – very informative.
- Attended the road pre-construction meeting – very impressed with the Safety Service Director, JMA, Public Works & 
  Adleta.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Attended the “State of the Mill Creek” presentation in Evendale at the Boy Scouts Center
  Happy to report that there seems to be an upward trend in water quality.  Cooper Creek is rated to be the “cleanest” of all 
  the Watershed Tributaries.
- Had a moment to meet with one of the Engineers who is working for one of the consultants that is doing our Mill Creek 
  Corridor study & inquired as to an update.  They’re doing their assemblage of data and there is some interesting revelations 
  shown in the modeling for flooding that they’re exploring.  Report to be provided in April/May.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Gave further explanation regarding the Parking Ordinance on the agenda this evening.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The ordinance added to the agenda at the last minute for this meeting is to purchase turnout gear for the fire department.  
 This purchase was originally going to be made later in the year, but the FD was advised this week that there was going to be 
 an increase in the price.  The new turnout gear would need to be ordered by March 21st to avoid this anticipated 5% 
 increase; an approximate savings of $1,000.  So that all members have the opportunity to review the ordinance, we can 
 make this a first read only for this evening.
- The new CAD (computer automated dispatch) is up and running at the county dispatch cente; the initial trial period is 90 
 days.  The new system will automatically assign units geographically, this replaces the former run cards that each 
 department established.  We may see atypical departments responding into Reading based on proximity and availability.  
 The only constant is Evendale, who will be responding to Reading on every fire run, or on those fire runs where Reading is 
 unavailable due to multiple responses. 
- The Outdoor Warning siren test scheduled for March 2, 2016 has been MOVED to March 23, 2016 at 9:50am.  The Ohio 
 Severe Weather Awareness week is March 21-25, 2016.  In addition to several preparedness activities scheduled throughout 
 the week, the NWS will conduct a tornado drill on NOAA weather radios at 9:50am on March 23rd (Wednesday).
- To address a few ongoing police department's concerns:

Why do I never see a cruiser on my street?  There are at least two officers on the road all times.  Every effort is made to patrol the entire city each shift.  Sometimes the run volume is to the point that it hampers their getting to every street every shift.  

Why do the police only patrol in the valley, or visa versa?  Officers are not assigned beats (never have).  With 2-3 officers working at a time, it is not an efficient use of manpower to have an officer assigned to a lone area.  Our officers make every attempt to patrol the entire city, but calls for service and directed patrols usually dictates where officers need to be. 

Why aren't the police doing anything about the car break ins?  They have been actively attempting to catch the thieves.  You may not see a patrol car as much as you would like, (which for a lot of you seems to be 24/7) but they have been utilizing unmarked cars so as not to draw attention to their presence.  Additionally, they have been working cooperatively with Lockland, Wyoming and Evendale Police Departments, as they have seen a rise in car break-ins too.  We have determined their break-ins are directly related to ours and have suspects identified.  

If they are so busy, why do I see all of the cruisers sitting in the back lot when I drive by?
Every call, arrest, traffic stop, and assist requires a certain amount of paperwork to be completed and filed.  Although some of this is completed in the cruiser; a vast amount needs to be entered on computer at the station.  Additionally, all arrests are brought to the station for processing.  Lastly, many people come directly to the station for assistance, which requires an officer to respond.

- Safety Committee has scheduled a meeting next Tuesday, March 8, at 6:30pm in the caucus room.  The main topic will be 
 the Fire Department Capital Needs.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- At the most recent Service Committee meeting many topics were discussed:
  - Staffing levels, retirement schedules, departments that the Service Department oversees, 2015 Capital requests have been 
   delivered, now looking at 2016 needs (trucks - replacements, etc) and how to fund their purchase & 2016 projects.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Received the Reds Community Fund grant
- Applications are in for the concession stands at the City pool but need more applications for lifeguards
  Sign-ups for Pool memberships begin in May.  Wednesday, June 1 – Pool will open.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 452; PARKING GENERALLY FROM CITY
    OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-15

(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE STRUCTURAL 
    FIREFIGHTING TURNOUT GEAR FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-16

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:22 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
