CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 15, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the families Phil Farr, Mildred Whitaker & Jim Pfennig
  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- Delighted to see the excellent turn-out today for the Primary Election.
- Reading Community Schools have hired an architect for the new school building.
- Reading High School Mock-Trial team competed at State Level & made it to the final 4 out of 400 teams.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
 Please visit our website: www.ReadingOhio.org for city information.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling & the Code Red reporting service.
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- March 10 – Meeting of Sts Peter & Paul Parishioners was held to talk about the possibility of our Reading Community 
  Schools using the old St. Pete’s school for grades K-5 as the new school is being built.
- March 31 – Sts. Peter & Paul Mission Commission Bingo at 7:00 pm
- April 2 - Eagles Spring Fling Dance (benefits Reading Fire Department)
- April 16 – American Legion will have a “Monte Carlo” night to help pay for this year’s fireworks.
- July 1, 2 & 3 – Reading American Legion 4th of July Festival at Koenig Park.  Fireworks at 10pm on July 3.
- Police Department Report: - The police department is an active partner in this coalition which focuses not only on 
                               enforcement but also on prevention & treatment of opiate users.  If you have a tip that might 
                               help law enforcement catch a heroin or drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or call our Police 
                               Department at 513-733-4122.
                             - March 14 – Officers responded to a suspect attempting to break into a home from information 
                              received from residents
                             - March 5 - Civil Service Commission issued a test for Police Dispatcher.  First round of 
                               interviews are scheduled for later this week.
                             - Department conducting undercover & extra patrols due to an increase in car break-ins

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Passed around a draft of the Permanent Appropriations for 2016.
- Completed the Affordable Care Act reports as well as Pension reports.
- Library Crosswalk talks with Engineers & Bob Ashbrock.  Currently looking into where the funds can come from.
- Alwil & Carol Ann area they will be starting to saw cut tomorrow.  Asks for everyone’s patience during this time.
- Reporting for Dave Stevenson:  The sex offender living on Mechanic Street has moved.
- March 19 Easter Egg Hunt (rain or shine) at St Paul church
- March 26 Easter Egg Hunt at the VYO Haffey Field House
- April 23, 10am-12pm, Clean-Up Reading Day
- Potential Gas Main project that could go through the heart of Reading (Reading Road)
 Meetings held on March 22 at Sycamore Township Community Center from 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
 & March 23 Pleasant Ridge Montessori from 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm
- New owner of the IGA property will be closing this week and he has an active plan to redevelop.
- New owner for the PMC building will be closing this week as well.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- March Finance Update: So far have collected $355,282.00 and we’re now running $112,000 ahead of last year.
- Information regarding a Reading textile manufacturer attached.
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Thanked the community for coming together for Dick Engle.
- Month to date fund report and an October 2015 letter from Water Works attached.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Anticipates that the budget will be approved.  
- Next committee meeting at 10:00 am on Tuesday, March 21 to discuss the appropriations ordinance.
  Just because we pass an appropriation doesn’t necessarily mean we’ll spend that amount.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Received an e-mail from the Hamilton County Commissioners talking about MSD.  In July we’ll most likely see a 
  5% increase ($2 minimum) in the sewer bill.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Bob Ashbrock
- Attended a meeting of the “Mill Creek Collaborative” and this group produced a letter in an effort to gain support for the 
 Hamilton County Parks in order to extend the Sharon Woods trail.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Will be meeting with an Arborist to gain a better understanding for an upcoming Streetscape Care & Maintenance ordinance.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The Safety Committee met with Chief Owens on March 8th to review capital needs for the coming year.  With the purchase 
  of the turnout gear, which we approved on March 1st, their planned capital purchases for 2016 are complete.  There will be 
  a payment on the Engine purchase once it is delivered sometime this summer.  They had also initially planned on 
  replacement of the support unit, but that has been deferred for now.

  They do have several grant applications in process including three in the 2015 AFG (Assistance for Firefighters Grant): one 
  for a turnout gear extractor for $9,000.00, one for two Monitor/Defibrillators for $72,700.00, and one for four AED 
  replacements for $13,500.00.  All of these require a 5% matching fund.  Our Fire Department is also involved with 33 
  other fire departments in a regional 2015 AFG grant for communication equipment. And a 2016 Local Government Safety 
  Capital Grant with our PD for Radios.  Should these grants not come to fruition, this equipment will eventually need to be 
  purchased through the 242 fund.

  There are several fixed expenses taken from the fund annually.  They include Police and Fire Communications Contract 
  for $54,000.00, Code Red Notification system for $7,000.00, an annual Aerial truck payment for $73,000.00, and starting 
  this year, an annual Engine payment for $54,500.00.  Total, this is $188,500.00.

  Finally, should the radio/communication grants fall through, they plan to start replacement of the radios in 2018.  These 
  are broken into 5 phases and ranked by priority.  Even though the projected cost of this replacement is $141,900; we will     
  still see a savings in that we will only be replacing the radios on one reserve engine rather that two ($28,000.00).

- There have been some inquiries lately regarding some of the operations of the fire and EMS operations.

Why is there auto start on the staff cars?   Fire Department staff vehicles have been equipped with remote start since 2001.  These cars are used by the Chief and Assistant Chief, and are the only department vehicles that sit out during cold winter months.  This capability allows chief officers, who respond from home, to warm their assigned vehicle prior to responding.  When there is a fire or other emergency, response time is of the essence, this allows the cars to warm/defrost while getting dressed and assembling equipment.  

Why does a fire engine respond to a medical emergency?   The engine may respond to medical emergencies for several reasons.  First, it could be a simultaneous call and the medic unit is on another emergency.  If the run is an auto accident or industrial location, the engine responds to assist in the event specialized rescue tools or atmospheric monitoring is needed. They also respond if requested by the medic unit for additional personnel, for example, managing a critical patient or lifting assistance.  And finally, they may be returning from a fire run and all of the on-duty personnel are on the engine.

Why, if there is a fire in Reading, does Evendale and other departments show up?  Reading belongs to the Hamilton County mutual aid agreement.  NFPA 1710 recommends that a minimum of 15 firefighters respond on all structure fires within 9 minutes.  This number is the minimum needed to complete the critical fire ground tasks of rescue, extinguishment and overhaul.  Since Reading's fire apparatus, other than the first pumper, is manned by personnel coming from their home, the response time is delayed to the point that the required time is not met.  Also, county wide the paid-on-call and available off-duty personnel numbers have been declining; so mutual aid is utilized more regularly on reported structure fires.

Do, the taxpayers, pay for the food that I see the firemen getting at the store?  No, the fire fighters pay for their own food and do their own cooking at the firehouse.  Firefighters work a 24 hour shift, so they have to eat at some point during that shift.  On a side note, a lot of the meals end up being reheated, or over cooked, due to runs when the food is ready or during the meal itself. 

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Went to the Service Department to look/evaluate a Street Sweeper for potential purchase.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- March 26 – Easter Egg Hunt begins at 11 am at the VYO Haffey Field House & the Easter Bunny will be in attendance.
- April 9 – Red’s Field Day begins at 10 am at Koenig Park.  If that day is rained out the date will be moved to April 23.
- Applications are in for the concession stands at the City pool but need more applications for lifeguards
  Sign-ups for Pool memberships begin in May.  Wednesday, June 1 – Pool will open.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $400,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX 
   FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-19

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:59 pm.
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