[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETINGMINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
APRIL 5, 2016 – 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Fischesser
Other Officials Present: Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson; and Auditor Sabrina Smith.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Without objection, the minutes for the minutes of the following dates were approved: February 9 (Legislative), February 16 (Regular), February 23 (Legislative); March 1 (Regular), March 8 (Legislative), March 15 (Regular), and March 22 (Legislative).
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Rev. Patrick Barrow, Pastor of Alms Christian Church located at 9221 Reading Road, introduced himself to Council. His church has just started at the location noted before. Rev. Barrow had addressed Council at the last untelevised, Legislative session of Council on March 22.
REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
Mayor (Robert Bemmes): 
- Mayor Bemmes offered his congratulations to Clerk of Council Carla Kacher and her 
  husband Josh on the birth of their daughter, Alaina Denise Kacher. He also congratulated 
  her grandpa, Councilman Dennis Albrinck.
- The Mayor offered his condolences to the families of Mary Vonderhaar Weitzel and Pat 
  Lappel. Pat had served as Clerk of Council for many years and was very involved with  
  politics in many areas. He thanked Reading Feed Mill, its owner, and employees for 
  taking care of many of the planters around the City, even more than in previous years. He 
  thanked Richard Morgan for his contribution of $5000 for a new sound system for the 
  Stadium. He thanked the VYO for all the things they have done in the past and the 
  present for the City and its young boys and girls. He thanked Darrell Courtney and the 
  Service Department employees for the extra work they had done preparing baseball fields 
  for the High School a little earlier than usual. He also saluted the Reading High School 
  Select Choir and the Dance Team.
- The Mayor reported that the Police Department continues to be very busy. They have 
  made an offer to an individual to replace an officer who left. They are interviewing for a 
  Police Dispatcher position that has opened.
- The City is closing on the sale of the Viox (former Redwine) property. The Fire 
  Department continues to work well. Saturday, April 9, 2016 is Reds Field Day and the day 
  work on the ballfields with dirt etc. provided by the Cincinnati Reds Community Fund. 
  April 23 is Litter Clean Up Day. The work on the Alwil Drive Project has begun. Bolser 
  will follow shortly.
 Law Director (Dave Stevenson): 
- Had no report but wanted to say some good words about Pat Lapple.
Treasurer (Mel Gertz): 
- Report was handed out and commented on. Collections are only .8% ahead of last year. 
  Taxes are due by April 18 (extension due to April 15th being a Friday). He also wanted to 
  comment on what a fine woman Pat Lapple was.
Auditor (Sabrina Smith): 
- There are lots of ordinances for passage tonight. She will be on vacation next week. She is 
  still working to understand the receipts and expenditures of the Water Fund. We need to 
  have someone come in and do a study of the fee structure and the receipts & expenditures. 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance (Anthony Gertz): 
- The Permanent Appropriations have been passed in a timely fashion. 1st Quarter receipts 
   have been “anemic”. Complimented both Mary Vonderhaar Weitzel and Patricia Lappel 
   on lives well lived. Bob Ashbrock recommended that we use the 4th Tuesday as a time to 
   study our finances more in depth. Mr. Gertz said we need some more facts and figures 
   before that time.
Utilities, Lands, and Buildings (Don Lindeman): 
- Reported that Reading had a 4.69% “diversion rate” for its recycling or 253 tons; new 
  garbage contract due this fall; looking into including recycling in the bid; noted we saved 
  20% last time we bid the garbage contract. There will be a free “paper shredding” event 
  at Raymond Walters Saturday April 9th. It is open to anyone. There is no “hazardous 
  material drop off”  this year.
Zoning, Planning, and Environment (Bob Ashbrock): 
- Mr. Ashbrock reported on a meeting of the CACC meeting that he had attended. Senator 
  Joe Ucker, Chairman of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, is working 
  on the availability of using CDBG Funds for planning activities.
Laws and Contracts (Tim Cox): 
- Still looking at the Street Tree and Maintenance Program. He has a meeting with Wendy 
  from the ODNR reference tree on May 23rd. He has scheduled a Committee meeting for 
  May 3rd at 6:30.
Public Health and Safety (Randy Fischesser): 
- The new Pumper is scheduled to be completed May 24th. If this is the case, delivery should 
   beat the end of June. Rich Seiler, a former EMT/Firefighter for five years in the early 
   1980’s, recently passed. Our Police Cruisers do not seem to be part of the recent recall. 
   Two officers are out on medical leave. We are down three officers. Bill Siegel recently 
   retired as a police dispatcher. April is National Distracted Driving Awareness month. 
   There are many ways to be “distracted” while driving such as texting, changing the radio 
   channel, talking on the phone, applying makeup, yelling at your kids, and others. Do  
   these things are the proper time and place and keep your mind on driving.
Service (Dennis Albrinck): 
- Service Department personnel have looked at three different street sweepers. Prices range 
  anywhere from $190,000 -$250,000. Discussion needs to take place regarding the if, what, 
  how, and when. Prices will rise by $30,000 at the end of April due to new EPA 
  requirements. There is only about $90,000 left of the $350,000 borrowed for the purchase 
  of various pieces of equipment and vehicles for the Service and Park Departments.
Parks and Recreation Tom Lynd): 
- Reds Field Day is Saturday April 9th at 10:00AM. Volunteers should bring a rake and 
   broom. April 23 is Litter Clean Up Day at 10:00 AM. Hot dogs, chips, and a drink will be 
   served at noon. Pool Signup are May 7, 14, and 21 at the Pool. Residents can sign up at 
   City Hall now. Mr. Lynd asked for an update of the status of the plans for the restroom. 
   Mr. Ashbrock noted that building a new one would be cost prohibitive because we would 
   have to pay prevailing wage to regular contractor. “Where” is another problem. Mayor 
   Bemmes thanked Diane Brown and Lis Schoenberger for al l the work they have done 
   with the Scouts over the years with the Litter Clean Up Days.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz reiterated that poll workers are still desperately needed. There is an important Presidential Election coming up in November.
Mayor Bemmes noted that The Eagles “Spring Fling” is coming up soon. This has helped our police and fire departments in the past. Mr. Gertz suggested that the American Legion or someone should hold a benefit for the Service Department. It was reported that Bob Short’s mother recently died. His wife had died in October. Bob was a valued employee of the Service Department.
Rev. Barrow of the Alms Christian Church asked about the possibility of getting a grocery store for Reading, perhaps in the old IGA store. Mayor Bemmes responded that this has been the City’s #1 priority. The is now a new owner and the City is working with him.
READING OF ORDINANCES
Clerk of Council Pro Tem Dennis Albrinck read by title only Ordinance #2016-20 passed at the March 22, 2016 Legislative Session of Council: 

(1) AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND 
      OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF READING, STATE OF OHIO 
      DURING THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016






NEW ORDINANCES FOR PASSAGE
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $27,826.54 
      FROM THE CITY EARNING TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND 
     AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

This is for monies collected in November 2015. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                          ORDINANCE NO. 2016-21
(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $21,233.10 
      FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX EFUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS 
      FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

This is for monies collected in December 2015. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-22
(3) AN ORDINANCE AUHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $32,286.69 FROM 
      THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND AND 
      DECLARING AND EMERGENCY. 

This is for monies collected in January 2016. Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a7-0 roll call vote. 
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-23
(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $29,543.56 
      FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND 
      AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

This is for monies collected in February 2016. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-24




(5) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $23,267.88 
      FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND 
     AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

This is for monies collected in March 2016. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 recall vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 recall vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-25
(6) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $230,000 FROM 
      THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND AND DECLARING 
      AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-26
(7) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $24,000 FROM 
      THE SEWER SERVICE FEE FUND TO THE WATER FUND AND DECLARING AN 
      EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2016-27
(8) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $49,022.79 
      FROM THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL TRUST FUND TO THE SEWERSERVICE FEE 
      FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                            ORDINANCE NO. 2016-28
Mr. Gertz asked if some of the ordinance passed this evening were the the purpose of future payment. Ms. Smith answered yes since she will be going on vacation next week.  The question was once again raised as to whether or not we could do a blanket ordinance for transfer or can enabling legislation be passed one for all. Past opinions have indicated that individual ordinances need to be passed. Such ordinances can also better allow for a “paper trail”. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:45 PM

X _________________________________                X_________________________________
   DENNIS E. ALBRINCK                                             CHRISTOPHER NESBITT
   Clerk of Council Pro Tem                                            President of Council     
