CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – LEGISLATIVE SESSION
APRIL 12, 2016 – 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Pro Tem Randy Fischesser called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Fischesser led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: 
Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Fischesser.
Other Officials Present: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, and Law Director Dave Stevenson.
READING OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES
There were no resolutions or ordinances to be read.
OTHER BUSINESS
Council entered into an extensive discussion regarding the purchase of a new street sweeper. Chief of Public Works Darrell Courtney and Chief Mechanic Steve Greiner were asked to attend the meeting. The present sweeper is a 1993 model, has 7500 hours of use, and is in deteriorating shape. Service Department personnel have looked at three models, ranging in price from $193,000 to $250,000. There is one proposal that has a $6,500 trade in value. There is also the fact that beginning April 30th, all new sweepers built will be required to install a “Tier 4” engine and system for EPA reasons that will raise the cost of the sweeper by $30,000. The City has approximately $90,000 left from the $350,000 it had borrowed for the purchase of various pieces of equipment for the Service and Parks Departments. Some of the pieces of equipment that had been bought exceeded the estimated cost (bucket truck) and consequently the money left to purchase a new street sweeper (a used one was originally contemplated) was not adequate. There was a discussion of possible ways to acquire the monies needed to purchase the truck or ways to finance it. The $90,000 “left” could be used as a down payment and then the remaining could be financed over a number of years. A brief review of the 340 fund and the various “payments due” took place. The question was asked as to how much longer the sweeper could last, how often it goes out to sweep, what happens if we can’t sweep, could we contract out for sweeping (where and how often), do we have the manpower to sweep, the additional use of the Vac-All to sweep even though it is not really designed to be a street sweeper, the EPA mandate to sweep the streets, and the value and necessity to sweep (keeping catch basins clean and free of debris, not polluting the streams, and preventing flooding). Council decided to pursue to idea of borrowing additional monies to make the purchase possible buy borrowing $450,000 to $500,000, paying off the $350,000 previously borrowed, and purchasing the sweeper; or borrowing $1,500,000, paying off all of our 340 debts, purchasing the new sweeper and then have only one payment spread out over 10 years.
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