CITY OF READING, OHIO
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MAY 3, 2016 – 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Fischesser.
Other City Officials Present: 
Mayor Robert “Bo” Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith, 
President of Council Cris Nesbitt, and Safety Service Director Patrick Ross.
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
MAYOR (Robert Bemmes): 
The Newsletter has been mailed and is very informative. Please pray for our vets and our first responders. Support our local businesses. Some of the buildings at PMC will be demolished and a new 300,000 square foot building may be built. Our use of the ballfields is presently safe. Join the local Historical Society, Kiwanis, and other organizations. Sign up for Code Red. Look out for your neighbors. There is a Neighborhood Watch Program tomorrow. Slow down around the Library. Settlement Day Dinner will be May 20, 2016. Thanks to all our volunteers, those who help keep the City clean, and the Cincinnati Reds Community Fund. VYO Festival is May 27, 28, 29, and 30. Memorial Day Parade starts in Arlington Heights at 9:00 AM on Monday May 30. It should arrive  in Reading around 9:30. Call the Hamilton County Heroin Tach Force at 352-3673 (DOPE) or the Reading Police at 733-4122 if you have any information regarding Heroin Use and Abuse. Congratulations to Charlie Romer who was recently ordained as a Permanent Deacon. Congrats to Noah Sophia and Madison Yeager for their academic accomplishments as Valedictorian and Salutatorian for Reading High School. Happy Mothers’ Day to all our wonderful mothers.
The Fire Department had 151 Emergency Medical runs last month and 41 fire runs. They have received a grant to purchase a Striker Stair Chair. The Police Department received 834 calls for service. There were 30 accidents, 250 citations issued. There is a new Police Dispatcher and a new patrolman. They Department is awaiting its new police cruisers.
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR (Patrick Ross): 
Bob Ashbrock bemoaned the fact that we were informed late about a Parks Grant. He also reported that the Millcreek Corridor Study will be done next Year. Mr. Ross reported that pool signups will be May 7, 14, and 21. He also noted MSD and Cincinnati Water rates had risen again. He noted that there is a “summer sewer rate” that is based on your March usage and that the rate will not go up during the summer months when people are watering lawn or gardens or filling pools. Your sewer rates are dependent upon your water use. He will report on the Koenig Park Restoration Project at the next meeting regarding a number of items- design, family restroom, unisex restroom, etc. He handed out a debt statement report. There was a brief discussion of the PD radios that will have to be replaced in the next years.
LAW DIRECTOR (Dave Stevenson): 
Dave reported on an Ohio Supreme Court ruling reference to the Open Meetings Act and the requirement reference email communications, etc.. He also reported on the legal requirements regarding sex offenders. Only after 2003 is the a requirement for sex offenders to move if they are living within restricted areas applicable . Reading passed its exclusion zone requirements November 6, 2007. We usually use the State Law to require movement.
TREASURER (Mel Gertz): 
City is ahead 1.8% ahead of April 2015 collections and 1.2% ahead of collections for the year from 2015.
AUDITOR (Sabrina Smith): 
She has been attending training sessions on Fraud Prevention and going paperless. She thanked Mayor Bemmes for helping her get a scholarship for a Financial Officers Training Program in Sandusky, Ohio in June. We are up to date on transfers from General Fund to Streets and Curbs Fund. She thanked City staff for all their help in getting her informed and working within their budgets. Plattenburg and Associates are doing this year’s audit. Patrick Ross thanked Ms. Smith for her work on the audit which includes years during which she was not the Auditor. These audits can cause some real “chaos”.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE (Anthony Gertz): 
The 1.2% increase is not where we want to be. We have some real challenges to make the retirement payments for the police department retirees. He hoped that someone would pick up the Student Government program. Tom Pennekamp, former councilman, had started the program many years ago. Our present Auditor was once a Student Government Day participant. Don Lindeman asked if we could put money into the retirement fund. Mr. Gertz noted that we had done this many years ago but after a while money just got too tight. We are indeed required to pay the retirement monies. Mr. Ross said there is no requirement that we have to pay it all at once or immediately. Mr. Stevenson noted that State Law says you can negotiate a payment schedule. We can also advance monies from one fund to another if there is sufficient cash.
UTILITY LANDS AND BUSINESS (Don Lindeman): 
Mr. Lindeman thanked Mr. Ross for the explanation of the Water Bill increase, especially for individuals who call his office. The letter for the aggregation program has been sent to almost all since almost all are in the program.
ZONING, PLANNING, AND ENVIROMENT (Bob Ashbrock): 
The Final Millcreek Valley Report is due the end of this month.
LAWS AND CONTRACTS (Tim Cox): 
The Committee has met regarding changes to the chicken coop regulations, the dog leash ordinance, and the tree ordinance. There is a meeting with Wendy regarding the trees. Mr. Lindeman asked about certain “growth” in the yard such as wild flowers, bushes, etc. that are different problems than high grass. Mr. Ashbrock related that some people have a different idea as to what is aesthetically pleasing. Mr. Stevenson noted that complaints are lodged often time when there is some kind of dispute between neighbors.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY (Randy Fischesser): 
Mr. Fischesser noted there is an ordinance for passage for the Aerial Truck payment. This truck will be paid off in two years. The new fire truck should be in by the end of the month. There will be a Block Watch meeting tomorrow at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers. Warmer weather is bringing out the skate boarders and bicyclists. Please watch out for them. There was a brief discussion on “recreational fires” and the regulations pertaining to them. The Fire Department has brochures outlining the regulations.
SERVICE (Dennis Albrinck): 
The work on Alwil and Carol is almost completed. The catch basins on Bolser have been installed. The Service Department has received a fourth estimate for a street sweeper.
RECREATION (Tom Lynd): 
There were 50 volunteers for the Clean Up Reading Event. Thanks to all who volunteered from organizers to workers. Pool sign-ups are May 7, 14, and 21. This is the time of year when the grass is growing quickly with all the rain and the moderate temperatures and sunshine. Please try to “stay on it”. There needs to be some painting of the wall of Columbia. Mr. Ross reported it is on the list and the Service Department does not wait for a complaint to take care of matters. It’s just a matter of time.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Ashbrock reported that there is an electronics recycling program being sponsored by the Cincinnati Reds and PNC Bank that will take place May 10, 11, and 12 at three different locations. Mr. Albrinck noted that a minimum $10.00 donation is being requested to offset the cost of disposal.
Mr. Gertz reported the TAPCE Golf Outing to help St Peter and Paul Academy is scheduled for June 26th. He also noted that there are special program for parents and older adults that focus on Drugs. He hopes to pursue getting the program here locally.
READING OF ORDINANCES
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to add two ordinances to the agenda that were submitted late. Motion carried by voice vote.

(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $3,173.35 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND INTEREST ACCOUNT (340-300-5855.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO $350,000 VARIOUS PURPOSE LEASE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2016-30 
(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,600.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND TO PAY INTEREST ON THE DUMP TRUCK ACQUISITION BOND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                       ORDINANCE NO. 2016-31
(3)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE OPAYEMTN OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,500.00 FROM THE FIRE/EMS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (242.310.5990.00) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                       ORDINANCE NO. 2016-32

(4)  AN ORDINANCE AUTRHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO COMPENSATE TIM SMITH FOR ACCRUED VACATION AND COMPENSATION TIME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                      ORDINANCE NO. 2016-33


(5)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO COMPENSATE BILL SIEGEL FOR ACCRUED SICK, VACATION, AND COMPENSATION TIME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                         ORDINANCE NO. 2016-34
(6)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO COMPENSATE MIKE CARTER FOR ACCRUED SICK, VACATION, AND COMPENSATION TIME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2016-35
(7)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $475,000 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                       ORDINANCE NO. 2016-36
[bookmark: _GoBack](8)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $52,840.02 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                        ORDINANCE NO. 2016-37
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned.
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   DENNIS E. ALBRINCK                                                       CHRISTOPHER NESBITT
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