CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MAY 17, 2016 – 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Nesbitt lead those in attendance in the Our Father and then the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Fischesser. 
Other City Officials Present: Mayor Robert Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith, President of Council Cris Nesbitt, and Safety Service Director Patrick Ross.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Without objection, the minutes for the May 3, 2016 Regular Session and the May 10, 2016 Legislative Session of Council were approved.
READING OF COMMUNICATIONS
Mr. Albrinck noted that all had received a copy of a letter from State Representative Jonathan Dever outlining his objections to the proposed gas pipeline relocation through the cities he represents. These very large lines pass through residential areas of the town and could pose serious dangers. 
Clerk of Council Pro Tem reported that two letter from the Ohio Bureau of Liquor Control were received regarding the renewal of a liquor license for the American Legion and a liquor transfer to 9770 Reading Road and whether or not council wanted a hearing on each matter. The matters were referred to the Police Chief for review via the Safety Service Director.
A letter from Carla Kacher, Clerk of Council, thanking council for their monetary for its “generous, personal collection of money as a baby gift to us” (Carla, Josh, and Baby Alaina). She noted the gifts that were purchased with money received. She also announced that she would be returning to her Clerk duties at the first televised meeting on June 7 and thanked her dad, Dennis Albrinck, Council Ward 4, for covering for her during her absence.
REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR (Robert Bemmes): 
Congrats to J.D. Hanover on the article in the Cincinnati Enquirer and the piece on TV regarding hi successful fight against Cystic Fibrosis. J.D. is a star pitcher for the baseball team. Both the boys and girls ball teams are doing well. He asked for prayers for our vets, military personnel, and first responders. There has been a siting of a coyote in Reading. Safety Service Director  Patrick Ross and Police Chief Scott Snow have provided information to Council members and posted it on the City website. Please support our local businesses and volunteer organizations. Visit our City Website for valuable information and to sign up for Code Red if you have not already done so. Discussions continue about the purchase of cameras for our parks and the renovation of the Koenig Park restroom. There is a deadline for the grant money that is available for the proposed improvements. The City continues to operate with a very, very small “reserve fund”. We are watching our expenditures very, very closely as we always do. Look out for your neighbors. Thanks for those who conducted the Block Watch Program recently. Drivers were asked once again to slow down. School will be out soon, so there will be even more kids out playing during the day and evening.
The VYO Festival is May 27, 28, 29, 30. The American Legion Festival is July 1, 2, and 3 with fireworks on the 3rd. The Reading Historical Society’s Settlement Day Dinner is May 20th.  He offered his condolences to Rita Farr on the loss of her husband. Senate Bill 22 is being proposed that would double the present State and Local Government monies given to local governments.  This would help cities recover the significant cuts in such monies over recent years that have seriously hampered cities’ ability to provide services to their residents. The pool opens June 1st.  Both the boys and girls ball teams were CHL Champs. The Memorial Day Parade is Monday, May 30. The police have extra patrols at Koenig Park and the Library. Welcome to Emily Haglin, our new dispatcher. Reading students have received many scholarship offers, including some newer ones such as the Ramsey, the Lichtenberg, Rolman, etc. scholarships.  
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR (Patrick Ross): 
The Building Department has met with the School regarding various matters regarding the new school complex. He attended a meeting reference the Bureau of Workers’ Comp reference new billing regulations that will save the City significant money. He has also met with General Tool regarding some work they are contemplating. He and the Mayor gave a tour of City Hall to Reading’s 3rd graders and attended a Career Day for 5th graders. Most of the fifth graders wanted to be professional athletes. He told them this does not happen often and they should consider a plan B just in case. He has gotten rough estimates for Plan Three for the Koenig Park restroom renovation that includes a family restroom area.  He is hoping to get estimates for the cameras. He is planning to have an ordinance next week for a grant to provide LED traffic signal lights. Mr. Ashbrock related that the grants depend on the legitimacy of the lighting needed. It won’t pay for upgrade if a light is not called for. It may take up to four years to get the money if approved. Since it is not a great deal of money, perhaps the city should consider going it alone. Duke is informed when the City does change out a light to LED’s since the energy cost is less.
LAW DIRECTOR (Dave Stevenson): No Report
TREASURER (Me Gertz): 
The City is $3600 ahead of collections for this time last year for this month. There are still 9 business days left.
AUDITOR (Sabrina Smith): 
She has been talking with the State Auditor and the On-Line Checkbook Program. Reading Schools do this. It provides and promotes transparency.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE (Anthony Gertz): 
Mr. Gertz hopes to have the financial analysis discussion. He would hope that the City would send a letter of support for SB 22. Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser that a letter of support to the state expressing such support.
UTILITIES, LANDS, AND BUILDINGS (Don Lindeman):  
Mr. Lindeman discussed further the “coyote situation”. His neighbor had alerted him to the presence of a coyote in the area. Dave Stevenson stated he has seen a coyote in his neighborhood. Mr. Ross will put info on the web page. It was noted that there are individuals in the area “soliciting” pest control work. They are probably “casing the joint” if they get into the home. Of course, they need a permit---- which they will probably not get. There is a group called NOPE which is organizing efforts against the proposed pipeline extension routes which go through residential areas. It was hoped that the City would write a letter of opposition. There is a meeting scheduled for May 25th at 7:00 PM at the Blue Ash Civic League Building., 9306 Town Square Avenue, Blue Ash, Ohio. There are many NOPE signs throughout Blue Ash. It was asked why the new route for the pipeline. Mr. Ross indicated that the new line would allow gas to flow from the north and not only from the south. It is a 30” pipe. There is a concern for the safety of residents. Duke is looking to get gas from the fracking that is being done in the north. It was asked how the new pipeline would affect insurance rates for those one or near the new route. There was also concern about the future of any development on the old Nivison property that the City now owns and hopes to develop with a life science facility. There are pamphlets at City Hall regarding this project.
ZONING PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (Bob Ashbrock): 
Mr. Ashbrock thanked Mr. Ross for his work getting info on his Option Three for the Koenig Park Restroom project. He stated that Mr. Albrinck’s question last week as to what the engineers were tasked to do when designing the restoration. Option #3 is estimated to cost #114,000. Options 1 and 2 were estimated to cost $92,000.00. Mr. Ashbrock has marked up the #3 proposal. Option #4 (change entrance to the west side) is too expensive. He asked again if the Service Department can do any of the work, such as demolition. Mr. Albrinck asked if the Service Department would have the time if they were allowed. Mr. Fischesser said the cameras are the most important item. Mr. Ross said the mulch is not applicable to the grant. Mr. Ashbrock said the cameras may be a stretch for the CDBG grant.
LAWS AND CONTRACTS (Tim Cox): 
Mr. Cox noted that there was a proposed ordinance reference an amendment to the dog leash law. He reiterated that he would be meeting with Wendy Van Buren of the ODNR reference Reading Road and Benson Street trees.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY (Randy Fischesser): 
Mr. Fischesser reported that there were 35-40 participants in the Block Watch program. The Power Point presentation will be available on the Reading Block Watch Page. Dan Van Hopper passed his Paramedic Certification test. Mr. Fischesser and Chief Snow do not think the purchase of reconditioned radios was a good idea.
SERVICE (Dennis Albrinck): 
Mr. Albrinck reported that the contractor has laid the leveling course on Alwil and Carol Ann (west of Fuhrman). Full depth repair spots will be repaired next and then the final course will be laid. The work on Bolser Drive has been suspended until after school is out – which is shortly. The Service Department has been out inspecting, cleaning, repairing, and replacing catch basins. This is required on a yearly basis. Potholes continue to be filled.
PARKS AND RECREATION (Tom Lynd): 
Pool signups going well. Fees will go up June 1. Thanks to those who worked on the Blockwatch meeting recently. Thanks to Dave Stevenson for his work on the sex offenders questions. Tom stated he felt that whatever is done reference the restroom at Koenig, we have to stay within our budget. Patrick Ross commented on a Reading community Facebook page that had kids and dads playing in the street. They had placed orange cones in the street to slow down traffic. You can apparently purchase said cones on Amazon at 2 for $35.  Kids playing in the street is apparently “legal”’
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz related an incident where a group of kids were walking down the street as a group. He told them to get out of the street and then called the police. Unfortunately, there have been incidents where elderly individual have been beaten up by such groups.
The TAPCE golf outing is June 26. May 25th is the graduation ceremony for Sts. Peter and Paul Academny. Bishop Binzer is expected to attend.
Bob Ashbrock noted that there is listing on the Reading Facebook page for the Reading Garden Club. He believes this organization no longer exists.
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 618; DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE; NUISANCE, DANGEROUS AND VICIOUS DOGS; HEARINGS
Motion was made and seconded to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion was made and seconded to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NO. 2016-38
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned.
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