CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MAY 24, 2016 – 7:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in the Our Father and then the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Fischesser. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Cox to excuse Mr. Gertz. Motion carried by voice vote.
OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith, President of Council Sabrina Smith
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Jim Stahl from the Mapleknoll Community addressed Council regarding the Radio Tower at the Hilltop Fire station, which is owned by Mapleknoll. They have been trying to sell the tower and have recently found a buyer. He has attempted to answer questions from the last time he addressed Council regarding the lease agreement Mapleknoll has with the City. Randy Fischesser stated he understood there is probably $30,000 due the City in rent that was never paid after monies were spent to construct the tower. In the proposed sale, the tower would stay. Mapleknoll would sell the tower and then lease back space for its radio station. It is believed the City still has some attachment on the tower. Mr. Fischesser asked if Mapleknoll still has equipment in the Fire station. The Valley Band is no longer in use. There was concern that the new proposed extension of the lease has a stipulation that no City consent is needed for additional attachments. It was suggested that Mr. Stahl, Mr. Ross, and the proposed buyer meet to discuss the proposal and explore answers to the questions asked and any other matters that need clarification.
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $300,000 FROM THE CITY 
      EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                            ORDINANCE NO. 2016 -39 
(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $54,438.46 FROM 
      THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND (230-280-5800.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO
      VARIOUS IMPROVEMENT LOANS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-40
There was a discussion regarding the proposed OKI ordinance. It was noted that it would probably be two to three years before any monies granted would be available for the project to change out all traffic lights to energy efficient and brighter LED lights. If done, we would save about $3,000-$4,000 per year in electrical cost. Since the local match is $50,000, Mr. Ashbrock wondered if it would feasible for the city to do it on its own now. Mr. Fischesser asked where would we get the money now if we chose to do this--- as well as where we would get the money if the grant is approved. Council wanted to know how many lights have already been changed out with “used” LED bulbs that were obtained through ODOT. Mr. Albrinck asked how much life these lights still have and if the grant would replace these as well. It was stated that the grant would replace them all. It was also asked if there would need to be warrants for any light changed out. It was suggested that most of the lights should already be warranted. It was suggested that the light at Jefferson and Koehler should be made a four way blinking red light to help slow down traffic. It was suggested to pass the ordinance so the Safety Service Director could proceed. If we wish to decline if we are approved, we could do that at the time depending on our money situation. This should not adversely affect any future applications.
(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT 
     APPLICATION THROUGH OKI REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FOR THE 
     CONGESTION MITIGATION/AIR QUALITY FUNDING FOR READING RETROFIT LED PROJECT 
     AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                          ORDINANCE NO. 2016- 41
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned so that Council could convene the Council of the Whole meeting.

COUNCIL OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Treasurer Mel Gertz reported that the City was $54,000 ahead in collections for this month (May 2016) ahead of collections for May of 2015. There are still four business days left for this month.
Safety Service Director Patrick Ross discussed the Duke Energy proposals for a new transmission main. There are three routes proposed, all of which go through residential areas. He stated Duke thinks the project will be a “go” but where is the question. The Power Siting Board will have lots of hearings on the issue of “where”. The is a group called NOPE that will be having a meeting on Wednesday May 28th in Blue Ash at the Civic League building on Towne Square Avenue. Dave Stevenson suggested that we keep up with what Blue Ash is doing. Mr. Ross noted that you could log on to Duke Energy Central Corridor to view the routes being proposed. The route through Reading is the green route.
Auditor Sabrina Smith reported she is continuing to work on the “transparent checkbook,” and getting info on the traffic signal electrical costs. Treasurer Mel Gertz cautioned against divulging any tax payer information in the “transparent checkbook”. Mr. Stevenson underscored this but did say that certain 
water information could have names. The administration and council will be able to see the finished product before it is actually implemented.
Safety Service Director Patrick Ross asked for some definite direction on which way he should proceed with the Koenig Park Restroom Restoration project. He noted that Police Department would like electronic locks. Mr. Fischesser definitely wants the cameras, as do all the council members. Mr. Ross felt the money available should cover the cameras e even with the estimated cost of $114,000 for Plan 3 which includes the third restroom area. Council indicated it wished the Safety Service Director and Administration pursue Plan 3.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
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