CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 7, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Cox to excuse Mr. Gertz. Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.
AUDIENCE PARTIPATION:
Jeff Gayor – Presented the Reading Fire Department with the American Heart Association 2016 GOLD Award.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Condolences to the families of Rakle, Burdine, Kettler & Minor.  Please keep all veterans & active military in your prayers.
- To oppose the proposed Pipeline Extension that could route through Reading go to www.NOPEcincy.org  
  (NOPE = Neighbors Opposed to Pipeline Extension).  You can also e-mail the Ohio Power Sighting Board, Duke Energy, 
  contact one of our elected officials (visit www.ohio.gov to get contact information), take part in a town hall meeting 
  scheduled Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 pm at the Golf Manor Community Building (6450 Wiehe Road) or the open house 
  sponsored by Duke Energy on Wednesday, June 15 from 5–8 pm at the Cooper Creek Events Center (4040 Cooper Road).
- Reading was awarded $200,000.00 from the State and are waiting on a list of what the money may be used for.  It is a hope 
  that the money can go towards the businesses and residents effected by the flood zone.  The only thing more devastating 
  than flood damage is Flood Insurance premiums.
- Delighted to see the excellent turn-out for the VYO Memorial Day parade & festival at Koenig park.
- July 1, 2 & 3 – Reading American Legion 4th of July Festival at Koenig Park.  Fireworks at 10pm on July 3.
- Our Reading Police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County Heroin Coalition Task Force that encourages everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating Heroin drug addiction epidemic.  If you have a tip or any information please call 513-352-3673 or call our Police Department at 513-733-4122.
- Business Roundtable: Viox is ready to sell their 17,000 sq ft building & General Tool has started their 11,000 sq ft addition
- Reading is 1 of 6 Ohio cities awarded a $400,000.00 EPA Brownfield grant for removing blighted properties
- At a recent meeting discussed the new proposed restrooms. Very opposed to public restrooms that lock for many reasons 
  including safety & vandalism.
- If anyone has any questions, concerns/suggestions on how we spend money/operate please call us.
 Please visit our website: www.ReadingOhio.org for city information.
- Reminder to support Reading businesses as they support our churches, schools & organizations.
- Keep an eye out for any suspicious/illegal activity & call 513-733-4122 immediately to make a report.
- Call 513-733-3725 to report dangerous sidewalk block, pothole, street light that’s out, etc.
- Ask everyone to sign-up for curb side recycling & the Code Red reporting service.
   (Go to Reading's webpage to sign-up or call City Hall at 513-733-3725)
- Fire Department May Report: - 134 EMS incidents, 43 Fire, 9 All Calls
- Police Department May Report: - 1,029 calls for service, 35 auto accidents & 327 traffic citations
                                  - Assisted with Memorial Day Parade
                                  - Conducting extra patrols at the library & in the parks due to unsupervised children

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Working with Jim Stall from Maple Knoll regarding cell tower that is on our site where the Hilltop Fire House is located
  Currently looking for the contracts with the cell companies themselves.
- Met with architect for the Park restrooms & he’s working on a final bid spec package 
- Meeting with a company regarding park security cameras.  Bob Ashbrock has provided insight on a few things.
- Working on 2017 Budget.  The required public hearing will be held July 12.
- Wrote e-mails to the Power Siting Board & James Olberding (Project Manager) regarding the possible pipeline extension 
  through the City of Reading. Topics included safety & the elimination of possible future new business.  Response from 
  Siting Board was that Duke has not actually applied for anything with them yet and that they’re logging all the concerns & 
  complaints.  If the route that runs through Reading is chosen Reading will be represented with Mr. Ross’ presence & vocal 
  opposition.
- Met with Mark Bishop of Energy Alliance (Energy broker that helps manage our electric aggregation program through the 
 end of 2017).  Rates will be raised soon and there are 3 options to choose from that needs to be decided on by Council before
 the end of the month.  Mr. Ross would request/suggest that Council backs option number 2.
    1. Currently the price is 5.84.  If we do nothing the price will increase to 6.31 through the end of next year.
    2. Beginning in July it will increase to 5.99 (about a $1.50 per month increase based on average usage of 1,000 kWh) and 
       then after December of 2017 for the final 24 months of the term it would drop to 5.69 for the last two years.  Right 
       now Duke’s price is $6.30 - $6.40 per kWh so we’d still be about .03 under where Duke’s pricing comparison is.
    3. We can do an extension for two more years for 2018 & 2019 and they’ll keep us at the 5.84%

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- May Finance Update: So far have collected $541,768 and we’re now running almost 4% ahead of last year.  
  (Report Attached.)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Attending finance trainings next week (free to the City)
- Looking into credit card service fees to see if they can be waived or reduced.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- No Report (Absent)

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Attended the pipeline meeting with Bob Ashbrock.  Many questions & complaints have already been issued regarding the 
 3 proposed routes.  Will attend and highly recommends other attend to voice their opinions opposing the pipeline at the 
 June 9 (Golf Manor Community Building) “NOPE” meeting.  When corresponding your opposition, please don’t forget to 
 reference case number 16-253-GA-BTX.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
 - Public Health Hamilton County District is having a presentation on June 9 at 5:30 pm at the Lockland Elementary School 
   Room 152 regarding lead poisoning & prevention.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Met with Bob Ashbrock & Wendy Van Buren of The Ohio Department of Natural Resources on May 23 and discussed both 
  Benson Street & Reading Road streetscape and the trees along those paths.  The objective is to develop an ordinance that 
  will identify a type of process to maintain the trees within the streetscape.  Will be meeting with Daryl in order to discern 
  how the Service Department currently takes care of the trees around Reading.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Safety committee will not be meeting over the summer unless something comes up.  With vacations and other activities, 
 it is challenging to find the time to get everyone together.
-New Engine should be in service by the end of the month.
- Still need to address a plan to purchase new radios for the PD.  If we plan on incremental purchases over the next five years,
 we need to start this year.
- The dangers and concerns of using fireworks at home: 
  In 2014, home fireworks resulted in 11 deaths and 10,500 injuries that were serious enough to be seen in an emergency 
  room.  Of those, 35% were children younger than 15.  Even something as seemingly innocent as sparklers can be 
  dangerous in the wrong hands.  A sparkler can reach temperatures of 1,000 degrees and can result in severe burns.  
  In 2014, 1,400 children were treated for burns from sparklers.

  Encourages everyone to let the fireworks display to the professionals.  Bring your family to the American Legion 
  festival at Koenig Park over the July fourth weekend and enjoy their 3rd of July display instead.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Project on Alwil & Carol Ann is complete.
- Have not resumed work on Bolser Drive yet but should be starting in a couple more weeks
- Old, dilapidated house on Becky Court is being fixed up after 4/5 years.  House that burned down on Thurnridge 
 is currently being rebuilt.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Wednesday, June 1 – Pool opened.  136 families attended and a number of them are younger families.

OTHER BUSINESS 

[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $24,066.65 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS
  TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-42
(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $112,000.00 FROM THE CITY 
  EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                ORDINANCE NO. 2016-43



ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:59 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
