CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JULY 19, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischeser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to excuse Mr. Albrinck. Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.
AUDIENCE PARTIPATION:
Connie Smith addressed Council requesting an update in regard to a crosswalk by the Reading Library.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  Thanks to our Chamber of Commerce President Brad Daniels of Valley 
 Central Bank and Stacey Shiring of our RBD for their efforts to attract new businesses to our city
- Since last Summer, Jake Maynard, Norm Meyer and Cris Acus no longer working for our city and only one replacement was 
 hired in their place.  Now more than ever we are even more short-handed in our parks.  Parks and Playgrounds 
 appropriations in 2000: $433,000, 2005: $464,000, 2010: $467,000, 2014: $313,000, 2015: $291,000.
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /Am Legion/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have and encouraging them to expand here and has led to 
  total taxes collected in Reading going up each and every year since 2009 - increasing a total of $897,508 in 6 years.  
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected 
  officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Park cameras/Koenig park restrooms repairs, repairs & painting at the large shelter at Koenig using $172,000 in CDBG funds
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is 
 encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to 
 improve our city
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call 
 the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts 
 to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT 
 REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our American Legion and our Reading Parks foundation are working together to have a festival on Sept 2 and 3 with 
 fireworks going off at 10pm sat Sept 3 with the proceeds going for next year’s fireworks.  We want to thank everyone who 
 donated money to our Legion or our Reading Parks Foundation that make the fireworks possible.
- We are behind State of Ohio SB 22 to double allocation to Local Government Fund
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is 
 encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of 
 us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 
 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- We have expressed our concerns, as has our State Rep, on Duke Energy’s proposed central corridor gas pipeline extension 
  project. I want to thank Council for passing a Resolution in opposition of the pipeline going thru our city next to homes, 
  businesses, through lots where future businesses are slated to locate,  athletic facilities and Reading Central school I have 
  contacted our Business Roundtable members, the VYO, RYF, RHS athletic coaches, our Reading Community School 
  Superintendent about writing letters in opposition to the 30” in diameter pipeline running next to Veterans Memorial 
  Stadium, our Pool the VYO Haffey fieldhouse, VYO baseball fields, soccer practice fields. I will attend a meeting soon 
  hosted by the City of Cincinnati and another meeting on July 27 hosted by our Hamilton County Commissioners at 7pm at 
  the Sharonville convention center, open to the public but with comments only from elected officials’ 
- 5/18 Business Roundtable meeting at Gen Tool. Viox about to start 17,000 sq ft new bldg., Gen tool putting on 11,000 sq ft 
 addition, Avecia, Standard Textile, Patheon, Viox, Gen Tool having prosperous years.  Reps from Duke discussed the need 
 for the new 30 inch in diameter pipeline 
- We are one of six Ohio Cities that were granted a $400,000 EPA Brownfield Grant, the 2nd $400,000 EPA Grant that we 
  have received ($200,000 for hazardous substances and $200,000 for petroleum abatement) that can be used for phase 1 and 
  phase 2 environmental studies that will allow future development and jobs in our city. This is on top of the $200,00p State 
  grant we received to research immediate ways to reduce or potentially eliminate flood insurance premiums for business and 
  homeowners who may be able to remove themselves from the FEMA Flood Map 
- Great to see the 10 payments on our 20 year interest free road improvement loans that were supplemented by matching State 
  Grants.
- St Pete’s festival will be on Sept 16, 17 and 18. This will be Al Eling, Mike Martin, Ken Stall and Ron Lehrters 5th year 
  running the festival.
- On 6/9 I attended our District 2 Integrating committee meeting where we apply for and get major road grants virtually every 
  year. I want to thank JMA for being outstanding engineers for us
- On 6/29 I attended the Ham county Municipal League/1st Suburbs meeting to listen to reps from our County Engineers office 
  concerning road grant opportunities, the center for local governments, the Port Authority and HCDC as well as gathering 
  info on an organized community game plan to oppose the proposed Duke pipeline
- The Eagles improvements to their building on Benson look great
- Congrats to Chuck Lafata new Superintendent of our Reading Community Schools and Dennis Ramsey who will take over
  as RHS Principal.
- I cannot thank enough all the people who give so much of themselves to make our city the best that it can be. Day in and day 
 out the many volunteers who give generously of their time, talent and treasures to our Churches our Schools our 
 Organizations. I want to thank our SSD Patrick Ross, Susan Slavey, our Department Heads, all of our employees, JMA, LSR, 
 & Dan Brooks
- July 27:  Will be attending an informational meeting at the Sharonville Convention Center for elected officials and 
 community leaders regarding Duke Energy’s proposal to build a new, 14-mile, 30-inch underground gas distribution pipeline 
 that would be constructed in a number of north/central Hamilton County communities.  The public is invited to attend this 
 meeting to listen to the information but to ensure there is sufficient time for information dissemination, the session is not 
 designed for public comment.  Only local elected officials will be allowed to address the representatives with questions and 
 concerns of the public.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Met with CDGB representatives in regard to the ineligible project (security cameras) and how else the funds can be spent.  
 Discussed a crosswalk at the Reading Library and only the ADA ramps would qualify.  Also discussed what 
 projects/improvements can be made in the local parks.  Possibility of new, handicap accessible play structures at 
 Observatory and Hilltop parks.
- Attended a Safety Council meeting – Topic: working in extreme weather.
- Our flags have been lowered and will stay lowered until July 22.  This is in honor of the recent murdered police officers.
- Highlighted a few points regarding the 2017 Appropriations (to be passed this evening)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- July Finance Update: YTD we’re $195,000.00 ahead.  About 7% ahead!  
[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- July 26 meeting – Representative who runs the Ohio Checkbook (Josh Mandel’s office) website (publishes our 2010-current 
 funds & expenses) will be in attendance to demonstrate the site and answer any questions at 7:00 pm.
- Bills are getting paid as soon as they come in!
- In depth Audit (Plattenburg) will be administered the first week in August.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee Meeting was held today in which the appropriations were discussed as well as a number of other items.  
 With the sale of the Viox property better revenue expected.  City of Reading’s Budget is available for public review.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Aggregation Electric increase ($1.50 a month).  Letters were mailed out & increase will be in effect this month.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Spoke to a traffic engineer and shared some crash statistics from the City of Reading.  Strong possibility the city would 
 qualify for grants.  Will be inviting this engineer to address Council in August.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Meeting scheduled for August 9 at 6:30 pm – will discuss tree ordinance & tree trimming.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Police:  The Police continues to keep busy with extra patrols in the parks and the library.  
 - An undercover operation and subsequent search warrant was executed at 226 Ohio Circle on 07/13/16 as part of a
  prostitution operation running out of an apartment.  One female was charged with prostitution, another female with
  promoting prostitution along with numerous drug offenses and outstanding warrants.  Another great job by our detectives 
  and officers.  
 - Last week an officer was involved in an accident attempting to catch-up to a vehicle wanted in a theft.  No injuries were 
  reported but it appears our vehicle is a total loss.  Awaiting word from our insurance carrier/adjuster.   
 - The second new SUV has made it back from MobilComm and is now in service.
 - We still need to address a plan to purchase new radios for the PD.  If we plan on incremental purchases over the next five 
  years, we need to start this year. ($15K/year, $90K total including base units) We still have the Mobile Data Terminals 
  looming in the near future, too.
- Fire:  The new pumper has been delivered to the Hilltop Station and the fire department is finishing installation of the hose 
 and remaining equipment; Training should be next week and it should be placed in service not long after that.  
 Chief Owens has voiced concerns with the aging Kennedy K11 fire hydrants; some of which are 40+ years old.  They are 
 having problems getting parts and when they do, it is costing in excess of $800.00 to repair.  There may be a way of getting 
 an interest free loan to purchase a group of new hydrants with the idea of saving the parts from the old ones to use on the 
 remaining K11’s.  This will be discussed further in committee.
- Next Safety Committee meeting for Tuesday, August 23rd, at 6:30pm in the Caucus room.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report (Absent)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- American Legion.  Due to a difficulty in finding staff to light off the fireworks they’re looking into possibly cancelling the 
 fireworks that were rescheduled for Labor Day weekend and keep the money towards next year’s 4th of July fireworks.  
 PLEASE support the American Legion – these are the past people that have served our country.
- Parks Foundation: The new bathrooms at Koenig park & the possibility to replace older play equipment is a win.
- July 29 & August 12 – Movie night at the Reading Pool.  Popcorn will be served & pool will be open for swimming.  
 You do not need to be a member to attend.
- MND Theater – Upcoming show “Shrek” beginning this weekend.  Please support your local schools & theater programs.

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Gertz – Promoted & discussed the television show “Legends and Lies.”

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  THE FOLLOWING BUDGET FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2017 HAS BEEN ADOPTED
    BY COUNCIL AND IS HEREBY SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY BUDGET 
    COMMISSION (Second Reading)

Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Gertz to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-52

(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $49,497.19 FROM THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
    TRUST FUND TO THE SEWAGE SERVICE FEE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-53

(3)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO INSTALL AN ADA COMPLIANT 
    CROSSWALK AT THE CORNER OF SOUTHERN AVENUE AND READING ROAD AND DECLARING AN 
    EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-54

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:30 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
