CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 2, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Cox to excuse Mr. Lynd. Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Zoning Code Review: no answer yet on Market/Mechanic lot
- Great meeting July 27 with New School Architects and Superintendent Chuck Lafata/Treasurer Cary Furniss/Traffic Engineers/Snow/Owens/Courtney/Brooks/John Ulmer/Gallo/Morgan/Patrick.  Each of our department heads liked the presented plans and each offered suggestions to improve the plans.  We covered issues including site access, traffic flow, separate entries for pre k-6, middle school and high school, landscaping, safe routes to school and other safety issues
- July 27 Sharonville Convention Center Hamilton County Commissioners/Duke reps meeting on 30” proposed pipeline.  Hamilton County Commissioner Todd Portune stated that the Federal Department of Transportation Reps would not allow a 30” in high pressure gas pipeline along I-75 because it would harm economic development and it would be unsafe yet duke is still considering running this pipeline down West street, Pleasant, Market, Mechanic and 3rd streets where at most it would be less than 30’ from residential homes
- Our city engineer is working on the New crosswalk at library
- CDBG money $172,000 must be used by end of 2016
- Fire hydrants/30 year interest free loan
- SCIP grants  Thurnridge
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Parks & Playgrounds appropriations: 2000 $433,000, 2005 $464,000, 2010 $467,000, 2014 $313,000, 2015 $291,000
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St 
 John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have and encouraging them to expand here 
 and has led to total taxes collected in Reading going up each and every year since 2009 going up a total of 
 $897,508 in that period (six years).  
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city 
 departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way 
 we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road 
 repairs/projects or any way to improve our city
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. 
 Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to 
 all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch 
 group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our American Legion and our Reading Parks foundation have decided against a Labor day festival.  The Legion 
 is now open to the public
- We are behind State of Ohio SB 22 to double allocation to Local Government Fund
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force 
 that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic 
 that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a 
 heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- 5/18:  Business Roundtable meeting at Gen Tool. Viox about to start 17,000 sq ft new bldg., Gen tool putting 
 on 11,000 sq ft addition, Avecia, Standard Textile, Patheon, Viox, Gen Tool having prosperous years.  
 Reps from Duke discussed the need for the new 30 inch in diameter pipeline 
- It was great to see the ten payments on our 20 year interest free road improvement loans that were 
 supplemented by matching State Grants 
- 7/29:  Safety Service Director Patrick Ross attempted to show a movie at the pool that thunder and then 
 lightning put an end to.  Approximately 100 kids, parents and grandparents were there having a great time 
 despite the weather. Thanks to John Goodman and other adults who helped
- August 18 1st day for Reading schools
- August 24 1st day for SPPA
- Sept 11 fundraiser “Burgers and Brews” at Bechtold Park 8706 Plainfield rd
- St Petes festival will be on Sept 16, 17 and 18. This will be Al Eling, Mike Martin, Ken Stall and Ron Lehrters 
 5th year running the festival
- Oct 8 SPPA “Running Scared 5k” run and kids fun run

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- July Finance Update: Attached.  YTD we’ve collected $4,695,951.00.  About 8.6% ahead!  
[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- August 23 – Ohio Checkbook (Josh Mandel’s office) website (publishes our 2010-current funds & expenses) will launch our 
 information.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Budget was submitted on time and now it’s going to the budget commission for review.
- Happy we haven’t had to tap into the Growth Fund.  Sewer Service fee fund is healthy.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Reviewed/Recapped his impression of the recent Duke Energy Pipeline meeting.  Great to see action being taken by our 
 Mayor and other City representatives.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Spoke to a traffic engineer and shared some crash statistics from the City of Reading.  Strong possibility the city would 
 qualify for grants.  Will be addressing Council August 16..
- Still waiting on results from the Mill Creek Corridor.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Meeting scheduled for August 9 at 6:30 pm – will discuss tree ordinance & tree trimming.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The police cruiser that was involved in the accident about a month ago has been deemed totaled by the insurance company.  
 The insurance payout will not cover the cost of a new vehicle and equipment, so they will use one of the cruisers that had just 
 been replaced until the 2017 purchase.
- Reminded council that we still need to address a plan to purchase new radios for the PD.  If we plan on incremental 
 purchases over the next five years, we need to start this year. ($15K/year, $90K total including base units) We still have the 
 Mobile Data Terminals looming in the near future, too.
- CONGRATULATIONS to FF/P Ed VonLehmden for recently receiving the VFIS Scholarship through the Ohio Fire & 
 Emergency Services Foundation.  He is currently working on his Bachelor of Science in Fire Administration from Columbia 
 Southern University.
- The Safety Committee will be meeting with the Fire Chief on August 23 at 6:30.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Bolser Drive project is progressing along quite well and should be finished by the time school starts.
- Meeting was held last week and questioned if additional services (people, trucks, etc) can be obtained. 

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- No Report (Absent)

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Gertz – Asked about the status of the West Crest storm sewer repair.  Completed.
Mr. Ashbrock – Columbia Avenue repairs on the bridge starting August 15.  Road will be closed.          

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $37,459.37 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS
    TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-57

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:47 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
