CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 16, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Pro-Tem Randy Fischesser called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Fischesser led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Caroline Duffy & Keegan Anderson of JMT gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding street safety.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Two ordinances to pass tonight regarding the purchase of police radios at a significantly discounted rate (saving $47,000.00).
- Bolser project almost completed 
- Great meeting July 27 with New School Architects and Superintendent Chuck Lafata/Treasurer Cary Furniss/Traffic 
 Engineers/Snow/Owens/Courtney/Brooks/John Ulmer/Gallo/Morgan/Patrick.  Each of our department heads liked the 
 presented plans and each offered suggestions to improve the plans.  We covered issues including site access, traffic flow, 
 separate entries for pre k-6, middle school and high school, landscaping, safe routes to school and other safety issues.
- City Engineer is being pushed on getting the new Crosswalk completed down at the new Library.
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses. Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical 
 Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens.
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city 
 departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way 
 we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road 
 repairs/projects or any way to improve our city
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. 
 Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to 
 all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch 
 group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force 
 that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic 
 that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a 
 heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 733-4122.
- August 18 1st day for Reading schools, August 24 1st day for SPPA & MND
- Sept 11 fundraiser “Burgers and Brews” at Bechtold Park 8706 Plainfield Road
- St Pete’s festival will be on Sept 16, 17 and 18. This will be Al Eling, Mike Martin, Ken Stall and Ron Lehrters 
 5th year running the festival
- Oct 8 SPPA “Running Scared 5k” run and kids fun run
- Officers conducting extra patrols in Koenig Park and Reading Road (Library area).  Speed trailer at the new library location.
- Currently down 4 Police officers.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)


LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- August Finance Update: So far we’ve collected $393,264.00.
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- August 23 – Ohio Checkbook website (publishes our 2010-current funds & expenses) will launch our information.
- Water fund – Currently at $63,481.15 (as of August 12).
- Moving money from our City Earnings Tax to the General Fund: As of July to current only moved $800,000.00.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Fund to be highlighted: Streets and Curbs $730,000.00 unencumbered

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Not hearing too much more regarding the Pipeline and it may be contributed to the very vocal meeting held a few weeks ago.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- No report due to presentation that was given at the beginning of the meeting.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Meeting scheduled for August 9 to discuss tree ordinance & tree trimming was rescheduled.  Information upcoming.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Should be able to replace the base stations of the new radios out of the Police budget.
- Safety Committee meeting next Tuesday.
- Happy 85th Birthday to his mother, Faye Fischesser!

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Bolser Drive project is almost finished and should be completed by Thursday.
- Hamilton County Engineer Office: Columbia Avenue bridge is closed due to repaving the bridge deck.
- Suggested repaving Columbia Road to the Train Tracks to the Safety Service Director.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Pool closing August 21.
- Hoping that the CDGB money will help with the “wish list” of the Parks department.  Ex. Mulching and new trucks.

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Mel Gertz – Cincinnati Bell “Fi-Optics” due to be installed in Eagleview subdivision between Nov 2016/Jan 2017.          
Mr. Tony Gertz – This Thursday, Reading Republican Club Potluck meeting at Voorhees Park at 7:00 p.m.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
(1) A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION 
   TO PARTICIPATE IN THE OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND/OR LOCAL 
   TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM(S) AND TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS AS REQUIRED.

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               RESOLUTION NO. 2016-58R
READING OF ORDINANCES
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE TWELVE RADIOS FOR 
   THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-59

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE TWELVE RADIOS FOR 
   THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-60

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:20 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        RANDY FISCHESSER
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council Pro-Tem
