CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Nesbitt to excuse Mr Lindeman.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council 
Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our condolences to the families of Bill Kirby (Kristina Acus) and Mrs Dillon, Mrs Boehl, Norma Calhoun
- As most of you know Duke filed its application to the Ohio Siting Board. The route thru our city was not chosen as the preferred route but we are the Alternate. Patrick was told by a Duke rep that the chances are now very slim that it would go thru Reading. Also the size of the Pipe has been substantially reduced from 30” in diameter to 20”.I want to thank everyone for their efforts to oppose the proposed pipeline. Your letters, signs and attendance at meeting made a difference.  The process of fighting the pipeline going thru residential areas such as West/Pleasant/Market/Mechanic/3rd is not over and I will continue along with many others to encourage Duke to find a more rural route. What we must all now keep in mind is that with our Federal Government, behind the leadership of our President, shutting down many of our coal mines already, and if the Democrat gets elected president in November that all coal mines are in jeopardy of being shut down within a few years. If that happens we will be very desperately in need of new gas pipelines to pick up the slack or we will be in deep trouble. Our State Rep Jon Devers explained to us what Duke should have been explaining to everyone.  
- Our city engineer is working on the New crosswalk at library
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.
- Parks and Playgrounds appropriations: 2000 # 433,000, 2005 $464,000, 2010 $467,000, 2014 $313,000, 
  2015 $291,000, 2016 $177,000
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- I want to thank again our RBD and Chamber, Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have  and encouraging them to expand here and  has led to total taxes collected in Reading going up each and every year since 2009 going up a total of $897,508 in that period (six years).  
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- The Eagles hosted the 2nd annual fundraiser for our RFD education assistance fund on 9/9 over #3,000 was raised
- On 9/11 the 7th Annual Reading Antique Car show went well with 88 antique cars
- St Petes festival was on Sept 16, 17 & 18. Al Eling, Mike Martin, Ken Stall and Ron Lehrters 5th year running the festival.
- On Sept 18 the 5th annual Mill Creek ReCreation celebration was held at Koenig Park
- The RBD Fall in Love celebration on Benson on Sept 21 was a success
- Oct 8 SPPA Runnin Scared 5k run and kids fun run
- The last day to register to vote in this incredibly vital election is Oct 11
- The RHS Booster Bash will be at the Haffey fieldhouse on 10/15
- On 10/29 the Knights of St John will have their Halloween party at the Haffey fieldhouse
- With recent flooding in neighboring communities the reminder if water comes up in your basement call MSD at 352-4900
- We want to thank the County Engineers office (and Dennis Albrinck) for paving the Columbia ave bridge

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.  

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- September Finance Update: $485,377.28.  Easily going to surpass our September 2015 mark.  Up 8%.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Reviewed the ordinances being presented for passage.
- Attended another training to ensure she’s keeping up with her certifications.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Curbs & Streets is a healthy fund.  Need to look at the Accrued Sick & Vacation fund for additional funds.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report (Absent)

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Communication regarding the zoning fees schedule is circulating.
- Next committee meeting next Tuesday, September 276:30 p.m.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee meeting held on the 6th of this month.  Discussed tree locations as well as proper upkeep (manpower, etc).  
  Plan to meet with Wendy Van Buren to discuss further.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Chief Snow communicated 2017 Capital needs: $72,000.00 for the 2 SUV Cruisers, MDT (Mobile Data Terminals)
- $50,000.00 needed in order to hire additional support for the Fire Department.  Possibly eliminate ICRC?
- Will discuss the Chicken Ordinance next week.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Reminded Council that he will be out for next week’s meeting.
- Another request to repave Columbia from the Railroad to Hunt.
- Service Department still in need of new Service Trucks. (Currently using 1994 & 2001 trucks)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Kuddos to Service Department for recent work (Columbia retaining wall, tree limb removal)
- Another request for Park Recreation trucks.
- Open Gym Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10:30 am – 11:30 am (Preschoolers)
- December 9 – Tree Lighting

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Cox – New layout for the high school.  Maple Drive traffic concerns.  
            Hilltop property – nothing being reverted back to the City.
Mr. Ashbrock – Working with the Mill Creek Watershed for a possible grant opportunity (matching funds required).
Mr. Gertz – There is legislation that assists with turning around foreclosed properties we as a City should look into.
READING OF ORDINANCES 
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,506.28 FOR THE FIRE ENGINE FROM THE FIRE/EMS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (242.310.5990.00) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-63

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $48,376.28 FROM THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL TRUST FUND TO THE SEWAGE SERVICE FEE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-64

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:33 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
