CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
OCTOBER 18, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock.
Motion made by President of Council Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Fischesser; motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Congrats to RHS graduate Shane Roy, son of Mike and Lynn, as he is getting major playing time with the Univ of Pittsburg football team
- On 10/7 I attended Saint Nicolas Academy’s10th anniversary celebration and walkathon 
- 10/12 meeting with Read Comm Schools Traffic Engineers and Patrick/Todd/Scott/Darrell
- Sheila/Sandy/Bonnie, the teachers/parents/grandparents and students and the many supporters of Saints Peter and Paul Academy would like to thank everyone who participated in their 5k run
- With the problems and panic that sick people dressed as clowns have caused the reminder to always be alert and aware of your surroundings and call our police immediately when you see or hear of any suspicious or illegal activity
- As most of you know Duke filed its application to the Ohio Siting Board. The route thru our city was not selected as the preferred route yet I know we all need to stay on top of this issue
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- I want to thank again our RBD and Chamber, Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have and encouraging them to expand here and has led to total taxes collected in Reading going up each and every year since 2009 going up a total of $897,508 in that period (six years).
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- The Eagles hosted the 2nd annual fundraiser for our RFD education assistance fund on 9/9 over $3,000 was raised
- This Saturday Oct 8 SPPA Runnin Scared 5k run and kids fun run
- The last day to register to vote in this incredibly vital election is Oct 11
- The RHS Booster Bash will be at the Haffey fieldhouse on 10/15
- On 10/29 the Knights of St John will have their Halloween party at the Haffey fieldhouse
- With the recent flooding in neighboring communities the reminder if water comes up in your basement call MSD at 352-4900
- We want to thank the County Engineers office (and Dennis Albrinck) for paving the Columbia ave bridge
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- TEC (completed the traffic study & helped with the grant process).  Potential 100% ODOT grant will be applied for.
- Public Hearing upcoming for new school construction.
- Library Crosswalk – equipment delivered and installation will be completed by end of the month.
- Plans for the restroom renovations available for review
- Waste & Recycling Contract to be put out for bid for year(s) 2017+.  Requested feedback & contract revision suggestions.
- Walls on the new Viox building are up and construction continues.
- House Bill 110 (provides immunity from arrest for overdose calls)
- Heroin Epidemic Lecture 11:30 AM – Ramada Inn Sharonville Ohio – RSVP by October 20.  Register at: rkemp@amberlyvillage.org
- HAPPY 95th BIRTHDAY TO HIS GRANDMOTHER LOIS!

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent) 

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- No Report (Absent)
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- American Legion – Flag Disposal at 2:00 pm on Sunday, November 13.  Spaghetti dinner offered as well!
- Water Account - $84,000.00.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee Meeting November 1
- Auditors: When we receive homestead real estate & homestead rollback payments, half needs to go into the Capital Improvement Fund and half into the General Fund.
- Laptop for Sabrina Smith for Auditor purposes

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Tues, October 25 – Committee Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Thanked Council for their support with passing of the “Fees” schedule and ordinance last week.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee met 3 weeks ago to discuss the trees ordinance.  Meeting with Wendy Van Buren on Dec. 6 at 6:30 but will have another committee meeting once Randy returns home.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- No Report (Absent)

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Happy to hear we’re actively persuing repair to Columbia Road between Railroad Tracks and Hunt Road
- Large tree trunk on Siebenthaler Avenue that kids are playing on (safety concern) that needs attention from Patrick & Rick Martin
- Leaf pick-up begins Monday, October 24.
- Reminder for truck needs

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Happy to hear we’re moving forward with the bathroom renovations.
- Parks department working hard to maintain the local fields
- Knights of St. John Halloween Party on October 29.
- Halloween is on October 31 (Rain or shine) between 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
- Parks “wish list” – strongly encourages Council and Administration to look at the wish list and put money into these projects.
  (trash cans, mulch, drinking fountains, etc)

OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr. Gertz – Complimented Roselyn Lindeman & Mary Jane Gertz for their participation/civic duty for the political polls.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
(1) A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                               ORDINANCE NO. 2016-68R
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 618.16 A2 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE DEFINING SETBACK LIMITATIONS 
  FOR CERTAIN ANIMALS AND DECLARAING AN EMERGENCY.   (Fourth Reading)

This was declared a “Fourth Reading” only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:48 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
