CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
NOVEMBER 01, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Keep all our Veterans and all active duty personnel in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/
  Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected 
  officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is 
 encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to 
 improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given.
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
  www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly.  Please continue to 
 call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our 
 efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is 
  encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of 
  us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 
  or our police at 733-4122
- November 18 & 19 – Fireman’s Annual Turkey Raffle at Haffey Field House
- October 21 – Attended a meeting regarding the proposed gas pipeline going within 15-20 feet of homes, schools, hospitals.  
  We are still strongly expressing our opposition.
- Police Department: Detectives are working on several drug related cases but reminds everyone that it does take a while 
  to create a strong case
- Fire Department: Still in significant need of additional staffing

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- 2000 West Street (Dow property) – Several people interested but having trouble getting responses from the EPA
- SRW Environmental Consultants - $200,000.00 grant for the clean-up of properties where petroleum spills or hazardous 
 waste have affected the property.  
- Been in contact with our ODOT Representative in regard to the grant we received for all the LED changeovers
- Met with Jim Stall from Maple Knoll – interested in getting out of ownership of the tower

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- October Finance Update: Attached.  YTD we’ve collected $6,364,807.00.  About 7.3% ahead!  (attached)
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AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- 2014 & 2015 desk review from the Auditor of State was acceptable.  Sabrina thanked all City of Reading staff who helped.
- Sent out the Financial Reports today/this evening.
- $406,000.00 (YTD) in the General Fund, $205,000.00 (YTD) in the 340 Fund (Capital Improvement).

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Finance Committee Meeting was held today – doing better this year with our revenue.  There are a number of people who 
  may be retiring next year or in 2018 – looking ahead to make sure we have available funds to cover those obligations.  
  Planning ahead with our carryover expenses that we must pay in the months that we don’t necessarily bring in a lot of 
  revenue.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- With garbage collection contract coming up we’ve been researching what other cities paying for their garbage collection
- Committee is still discussing the meeting with Perfection Group & an upcoming more detailed report to come.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Restroom renovation – architects looking into a few things.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Preparing for meeting with Wendy Van Buren.  Called a committee meeting for November 15 at 6:30 pm.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
Police:	Detectives are working on several drug cases.  Residents who report this type of suspicious behavior are reminded that these cases take time to build.  We share their concern but ask for patience as we try and shape a strong case that will survive legal scrutiny.   
- Patrol Officer candidate interviews with the Chief of Police are being conducted today.
- New radio equipment is slowly coming in.  As far as the radios go, they are getting the same radios as Cincinnati.  With that said, they have been advised by several sources that the problems encountered by Cincinnati are more software programing and user error than hardware related.  Our P.D. is working with Motorola/Mobilcomm on the issue.  As I've mentioned before, they made the decision not to move to the new radios in 2016-2017.   They want to let these other departments "work out the bugs" for us.
- A reminder that we will have to replace the seven MDC’s for the cruisers next year with an anticipated expense of $22,000.00

Fire:  Prepared submission for upcoming Grant cycle (LifePak defibrillator equipment & turnout gear cleaner)
- 1 Career member off for medical/injury issues; earliest anticipated return is 2/2017.
- Ambulance staffed for Reading High School football game (volunteers).
- We still need to consider adding an additional part-time member per shift due to the lack of POC; we now have only four.  The other concern is facility expansion to house 6 members, currently we only have space for 5.  There will be some expense for this, but it can be done in-house.
- I would like to congratulate Tyler “The Mower” Strole on his participation in the Guns and Hoses boxing event last Saturday.  It was a hard fought battle and as a city, we should be proud of his representation.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Poles for speed meters at Southern & Reading Road
- Working on closing & winterizing the Parks
- Replacing drain line at the stadium ($3,500.00)
- Leaf Pick-Up has begun.  Please pile them neatly on the curb, not in the street (fire hazard when parking on top of and then 
  starting your car) and not in the sewers.  
- Mulchers are out 

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Friday, December 9, Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm, Movie night to follow at 7:00 pm at Haffey Field House
  (mixer for sound getting fixed after the Dive-In Movie Night over the Summer)
- Applied for the Reds Community Fund Grant (smaller grant that we have been able to get for the past 3 years).  
  This has helped with getting new ball dirt, however we are going to need to put a lot of dirt on the ball fields this Spring.
- Parks “wish list” – strongly encourages Council and Administration to look at the wish list and put money into these projects.
  (trash cans, mulch, drinking fountains, etc)

OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $22,600.00 FROM 
   THE MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE FUND TO PAY PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON THE DUMP TRUCK 
   ACQUISITION BOND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-71
(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $59,500.00 FROM 
   THE FIRE/EMS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (242.310.5990.00) DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-72
(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $61,559.55 FROM THE 
   CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND ACCOUNT FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO VARIOUS PURPOSE 
   BONDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-73
(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $31,767.43. FROM THE CITY EARNINGS 
   TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-74

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:06 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
