CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
NOVEMBER 15, 2016 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

COMMUNICATIONS
- List of Reading Liquor Licensing Fees 
- OKI Requesting Reading Representative for 2017.  Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Albrinck for Bob 
 Ashbrock to be the 2017 OKI Representative.  Motion carried by voice vote.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our condolences to the families of Dan O’Brien, Larry Wolf, Jerry Stites and also our condolences to Sheila 
 Lichtenberg and her family on the passing of her father
- As most of you know Duke filed its application to the Ohio Siting Board. The route thru our city was not selected 
 as the preferred route yet I know we all need to stay on top of this issue
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St 
 John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Please visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments 
  and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we 
 operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road 
 repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible 
 city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please  
 continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who 
 have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group 
 AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force 
 that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic 
 that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a 
 heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- Congrats MND State Volleyball 
- Great to see so many residents voting on election day
- Fire Department Turkey Raffle Nov 18 and 19 at 7:00 p.m.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Waste & Recycling – Contracts up for bid.  3 different options for Rumpke to give us pricing on. 
- With the recent election results he is hopeful to see positive changes that directly affect local governments. (Ex. ACA, EPA)
- Ohio Municipal League is an excellent advocate for the City.
- In response to a Facebook post on the Reading Block Watch Page: The “shooting” sounds heard in several neighborhoods 
 was from an Evendale Shooting Range that local Police Departments utilize.
- Crosswalk at the Library has been installed.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- No Report (Absent).

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Further discussion regarding funds going into the 340 fund.  Currently all funds are healthy.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Committee is looking into ways that we can reduce cost on public properties
- 11/01/16 Met with Sabrina Smith and looked up parcel numbers that the city pays property tax to Hamilton County.  
  Have continued to identify properties the City is responsible to maintain.
- 11/03/16 Met with Daryl Courtney, Chief of Public Works, at the City garage and reviewed steps he has already taken to 
  reduce cost.  This Summer he replaced the lighting at the City garage at a cost of $2,700.00.  In the last two months his 
  electric cost has been reduced at this facility by over $90.00 a month.  He replaced 1 hot water heater with an energy 
  efficient tank.  He has a second 40 gallon hot water heater, over 15 years old that should be replaced with a more energy 
  efficient unit.  We also discussed the heating system in the building.  We will be looking into possible changes in that 
  system.  A new roof was put on in 2015.  The garage has a 2,000 gallon tank filled by rain water from the roof.  This water 
  is used to water flowers in the parks and City containers.  There are 2 service doors in need of repair or replacement.
- Spoke with Fire Chief Owens about potential energy savings for the Fire Department.  He indicated that lighting would be 
  the primary focus.  Maybe going to LED lights in the bay.  These lights remain on 24/7.  Talked about motion switching 
  in the storage area and certain offices.  Also discussed the hot water heaters at the main station and at Hilltop.
- Will continue to do research and talk with Chief Snow and Safety Service Director Patrick Ross.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee meeting scheduled for December 13 at 6:30 pm.
- School Building Planning Meeting Public Hearing Monday, November 21 at 6:30 

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee meeting for December 6 at 6:30 pm.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Gave further explanation regarding the one year warranty on the police radios.
- According to Chief Snow, the department has an ongoing maintenance contract that is paid on an annual basis.  
 Changing over to the new radios would in essence waste the current contract on the existing radios.
- Granted the new radios one year purchase warranty will expire; but they would have taken out the continued maintenance 
 contract on them anyway. 
- As I stated last meeting, the main reason to hold these radios out is to utilize to the fullest the current radios as long as they 
 continue to work and are serviceable; and to keep the new ones in storage so as to extend the life on the back side.
- I, too, would like to mind everyone to stop down to the Haffey Fieldhouse this weekend for the Fire Department annual 
 Turkey Raffle.  I will be handing out the liquid libation on Friday night, so stop over to say hi.  It's a great time and cause.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Leaf Pick-Up has begun.  Please pile them neatly on the curb, not in the street (fire hazard when parking on top of and then 
  starting your car) and not in the sewers.  
- Mulchers are out 

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Friday, December 9, Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm, Movie night to follow at 7:00 pm at Haffey Field House
  (New mixer for sound in need of being purchased.  Parks foundation to fund purchase or City expense?)
- Parks “wish list” – strongly encourages Council and Administration to look at the wish list and put money into these projects.
  (Water heater, trash cans, mulch, drinking fountains, etc)
- Committee Meeting November 22 at 6:30 pm to discuss Park Fees Ordinance.
- MND Theater presenting “1776.”
- “No Shave November” to promote Prostate Cancer detection.

OTHER BUSINESS 
Patrick Ross – Good Luck to Tyler Bemmes in upcoming football State Regional Final.
Tony Gertz – Expressed concern for recent rioting within the United States in relation to the recent election result.

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR BRIDGE INSPECTION SERVICES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-75
[bookmark: _GoBack](2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $71,976.26 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND INTEREST ACCOUNT (340-300-5855.00) AND PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT (340-300-5854.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO READING ROAD STREETSCAPE BONDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2016-76

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:03 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
