CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 3, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to excuse Mr. Cox.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and that 2017 will be a blessed and prosperous year for all of us. As a city we have a lot to be thankful for
- 12/21 Patrick and I met with Warren Walker, our Duke rep and the 20” in diameter gas pipeline project manager. The new proposed pipeline will provide gas for us as the gas goes through converter stations where pressure and pipe sizes are reduced. It also will allow for us to continue to get gas if something would happen to supply lines coming from the south where we now get the majority of our natural gas from and the new pipeline will also make Duke more competitive and help with pricing for all of us. Duke is now working on the details for the preferred route and while it is still possible that the pipe could go thru our city it is very unlikely
- We were made aware that we will receive a 50% grant/20 year interest free loan next July to complete Our Benson st storm sewer reconstruction project 
- Two weeks from tonight 1/17 there will be a Public Hearing here at city hall at 7:30 concerning the new pre k-12 school building. Please attend if you can and hear more about details of this incredible project that will begin in our city this year. I want to thank our Reading Schools, their Architects, MND,  SSD  Patrick Ross, Dan Brooks, Todd Owens, Scott Snow, Darrell Courtney, Paul Gallo, Matt Morgan and the many School and Community members who have been actively involved with this huge and exciting project
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our condolences to the family of Gerry Lohmueller
- Please get out and support our local businesses.
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Our Economic Development Strategy of keeping the businesses we have  and encouraging them to expand here and  has led to total taxes collected in Reading going up each and every year since 2009 going up a total of $897,508 in that period (six years).
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725.
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group 
- REMINDER: SLOW DOWN WHEN DRIVING
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Attended a Utilities, Lands & Buildings committee meeting and discussed water operation improvements.
- Ted Heckman – Concerns about utility work and plans they have in the City.
- Updated 3 year contract with Rumpke for Trash & Recycling.  Rates: 2017=$9.65, 2018=$9.94, 2019=$10.24
  These rates are less than what we were paying in 2011 (Over $10.00).
- Amended Appropriations (passed at last Council Meeting) were approved by the Budget Commission.
- Commended the Auditor (Sabrina Smith) for getting all the 2016 bills paid!

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Appeal filed and will report on it as more occurs.
- Had discussion regarding service credit for Council Members with Patrick Ross & Bob Ashbrock

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- End of the Year Finance Update (attached):
  - Individual Residents Income Taxes: $1,272930.00 (7.2%)
  - Business Profits Income Taxes: $773,747.00 (-1.8%)
  - Payroll Withholding Income Taxes: $5,264,638.00 (6.2%)
  - Total Income Taxes Collected: $7,311,314.00 (5.4%)!!

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Water Fund - $184,636.00; General Fund - $171,000.00
- 2017 Goal: Process Improvement.  Combining bills, paying bills in different increments in order to receive discount/credit.
  Quartered Ordinances (3 months each) – Ability to pay a number of bills without having to pass several ordinances 
  throughout the year.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Very pleased with the end of the year standings of our financial situation.
- Complimented Sabrina for paying all the 2016 bills with our additional revenue collected.
- Finance Committee Meeting: Tues, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the Caucus Room.
- Capital Expenditures – some cash should be available for 2017 purchases.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Discussed leasing vehicles at Committee Meeting.
- Trash Pick-Up/Recycling – rates are comparable to other Cities.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee Meeting Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 in Council Chambers
- Reminder: Public Hearing – January 17 at 7:30 p.m.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Tree Ordinance and Streetscape Trees
· Held a committee meeting a month ago to discuss tree maintenance and current tree ordinance.  
· Since then, had communication with Wendi Van Buren from ODNR to receive additional info
· Received a list of communities and contact info of those who have tree process in place.  Will be reaching out to individuals to talk about their tree maintenance process
· Past month I’ve identified potential issues in trying to develop a new process.  
· Man Power – Service department cannot handle it all
· Knowledge – Classes need to be attended, understand how to trim trees properly
· Money – Money needed to make necessary changes
· Solutions
· 1 – Do nothing – Keep current process, current ordinance.  Maintain trees as is.
· 2 – Start small, prove concept. Start with the Benson St. trees and implement the process of removing old and inserting new.
· Streetscape would have particular trees (suggested by Wendi Van Buren) that work with the layout of street.  Questions with this solution, who removes, who adds, who maintains?
· 3 – City wide change, new ordinance.  Implement new tree ordinance (currently home owners are liable for trees in right away) that would have City responsible for maintenance.  To cover costs, assessment per home/business owner would need to be implemented.  Out sourcing of tree maintenance/removal may be needed.  City to provide approved list of trees that can be planted by home owner.
· The approved list of trees would be assembled with the help of ODNR
· Out sourcing may not be needed, but I’m not sure our service department could keep up with lack of bodies
· I’ve also been provided a list of multiple cities that currently have an assessment for trees and plan to contact them if that path is something to consider.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
On my request, Chief Owens gave a presentation to Council at the meeting on December 27th.  The purpose of the presentation was to explain the department's concerns with current staffing levels and the need to add one additional part-time member to each unit.  I want to thank Chief Owens for his time and thorough explanation of the proposal. 
Both administration and the safety committee are fully in agreement with this needed change.
With all members of council fully updated on the need to change the staffing levels of the fire department, the Safety Committee has placed an ordinance on tonight's agenda to enact these changes.

I have also placed an ordinance on the agenda to purchase two new SUV's for the Police Department.  The total cost is not to exceed $74K, which is about $2K more than last year.  This figure covers the vehicle, transfer of equipment, replacement of any bad equipment, and stripping and lettering.  As you are aware, they have been down one unit for several months and would like to get the order on the production schedule as soon as possible.

I would like to call a committee meeting on January 24 at 6:30pm.

Finally, I wish everyone a healthy and blessed new year.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Next committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 17 at 6:00 p.m.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting met to discuss Park Rental Fees for 2017 and Pool wages. 
 2017 Park needs: Playground mulch (500 yards to stay in compliance), playground equipment - swings (Voorhees), 
 Park Trucks (use 5 trucks (one is a 1994 another is a 2003 - over $4,000.00 in maintenance).

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Viox property expansion.  Recommended aggressively pursuing getting the sidewalk to the Corporate limits.
            Suggested everyone acquiring their “conceal and carry” 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE TWO (2) POLICE VEHICLES THROUGH THE STATE COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-01
(2) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 2015-52 INCREASING THE NUMBER OF PART-TIME (PT) FIREFIGHTER/EMTs ALLOWED PER SHIFT, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-02
(3) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING FEES AND CHARGES FOR 2017 FOR THE CITY OF READING PARKS, PROGRAMS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-03
(4) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE # 2015-47 WHICH AUTHORIZES THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO EMPLOY CERTAIN TEMPORARY; SEASONAL AND PART-TIME HELP AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-04

(5) AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 1498- EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL REGULATIONS OF THE READING CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 2005 AND ENACTING CHAPTER 1498 –EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL REGULATIONS.

Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-05
(6) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A PAY INCREASE FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEE, EFFECTIVE WITH THE FIRST
PAY PERIOD IN JANUARY, 2017 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

This ordinance was declared a first reading only.

(7) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM JANUARY 1, 2017 – MARCH 31, 2017, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-06
(8) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM APRIL 1, 2017 – JUNE 30, 2017, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-07


(9) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM JULY 1, 2017 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2017, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-08
[bookmark: _GoBack](10) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE TRANSFERS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000.00 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM OCTOBER 1, 2017 – DECEMBER 31, 2017, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-09

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:00 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
