CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
FEBRUARY 21, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety/Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our condolences to the families of Vera Brenner, Ken McWhorter over 30 years at RHS
- Congrats to Scott Minton, son of Doris Minton now a Colonel in our US Air Force
- Congrats RHS Mock Trial team to State Competition for 6th consecutive year
- Nice Enquirer article on RHS Girls Basketball dynasty with 77 wins to 4 losses from 1980/81  81/82 and 1982/83 seasons 
 with coach Larry Phillips and star players Shelly Klare Cummins (teacher at SPPA 2nd grade), Jenny Gilligan (teacher at 
 Reading Middle School), Andrea Irwin Baker, Karen Niehaus Hall, Connie Burdine Adams, Julie George Onnen, Jenny 
 Davis and Brenda Vimba
- The fund raiser for the Massey family after the sudden loss of Mike was a great success
- Our American Legion held a Monte Carlo to raise money for College Scholarships for RHS seniors. 
 Everyone is welcome at the Legion
- It was a great honor again for me to be a judge as our Fraternal Order of Eagles hosted God/Flag/Country oratory 
 contest where 11 students did an incredible job explaining what their God/Flag and country meant to them
- 26 RHS students joined over 1200 other high school students to raise money and awareness for Cancer Free Kids a 
 wonderful organization whose goal is to eradicate childhood cancer. This was RHS Key club, which was started by and is 
 still under the direction of my wife Teri Bemmes, 4th time to participate in this incredible life changing event. Our RHS 
 students raised over $5,000 and spent the entire night at the X U Cintas Center to find the cure for childhood cancer. MND 
 again had the most total students at the event that together raised over $204,000
- Last basketball game in RHS gym 2/10 recognized 2003 State Champion Team. Rich Benzman, tony Pike, Nick Berter, 
 Johnny Gertz, Rodney Stidham, Jake Apking, Jeremy Overbeck
- St Johns UCC German heritage dinner 3/11
- 1/15 Business Roundtable here at City Hall. Viox, General Tool, Avecia, UC, Reading Community Schools. In 2016 the City 
 of Reading was awarded a very competitive hard to get $400,000 EPA Gran. Also at this meeting we were able to help speed 
 up General Tools addition that will bring new jobs to our city
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St 
 John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Lincoln Day Dinner Don and ROSE LINDEMAN were recognized as our REPUBLICANS of the YEAR. JON DEVERS, 
 ALEX TRIANTIFILOU, JUDGE BRAD GREENBURG. 
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected 
 officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is 
 encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to 
 improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
 www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call 
 the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts
 to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT
 REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is 
 encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of 
 us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 
 or our police at 733-4122
- Congrats to Dick Engel and the RHS Wrestling team as they won their 12th consecutive CHL Title

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Starting to work on Appropriations
- Capital Projects Equipment Spreadsheet (was distributed to Council) – Primarily the 340 fund
- EPA Grant – another request for qualifications will be made
- Water Meter Replacement (1997-2003 last time this was completed).  Life span of the older meters is 20 years.  
  New meters will have better technology.  Project will take 6-8 months to replace all meters; hardest part being granted 
  access into resident’s homes.  
- Gave an update on roads.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- February Finance Update: $457,404.00 collected.  We’re running $133,000.00 behind where were last year.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Budget Commission has not given us our certification yet.
- Supports the purchase of the 4 trucks (Service Department ordinance on the floor this evening) but there are 13 impending 
  retirements that are concerning

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- NOPEcincy.org – pinpoints your address and where the pipeline is located.  People need to keep this in mind, keep 
 writing letters & express your opposition.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Mill Creek Flood Reduction Plan: Public Hearing is on Tuesday, March 7. 

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- School contract extension ends on April 4.
- Committee Meeting March 7 at 5:00 pm 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Committee Meeting in the Caucus Room February 28 at 7:00 p.m.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Gave further explanation of the proposed Ordinance presented to Council for passage
- Mr. Laughtenslager and Mr. Ashbrock have both started and are doing well

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting March 21 at 6:30 p.m. (Meeting with Great Parks) 
- Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for April 15 at 10 a.m.
- We received the Reds Community Fund Grant (pays for the topsoil for all the baseball fields we have).  
- April 22, 2017: Clean-Up Reading & Reds Community Day

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Viox to include sidewalks

Randy Fischesser – Reminded Council that Bob Boehner will be at next week’s meeting 

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to enter into executive session for purposes of contract negotiations. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to come back from executive session at 9:52 p.m. 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE VEHICLES FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lynd to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion did not pass 2-5 roll call vote (Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr Lindeman & Mr Ashbrock voting “no”).  Ordinance was declared a first reading only. 

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:54 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
