CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 07, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock.
Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock, to excuse Mr. Fischesser.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- We have very little in Reserve funds to protect Payroll, deal with any type of disaster, react to an unfunded mandate or to protect us in the case of any reduction in Revenue. We have come a long way from the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 when we were spending close to $800,000 more each year than we were bringing in to our General Fund. New Revenues (garbage=$350,000 per year/half percent earnings tax increase/approx. $1.1 million to Gen Fund) vs Expenditures (Payroll up Approx $1 million per year, Health Insurance up approx. $400,000 per year). I suggest, again, we cut ICRC, create savings thru Union Contracts, 
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- 3/25 Eagles 18th annual Spring Fling Benefit Dance 821-4543 $15 benefits our RFD
- 4/15 Easter Egg Hunt and 4/22 clean up Reading





SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Opened the garage for 4 hours this past weekend in order for residents to throw away (Next day April 22)
- April 22 (Great American Clean-Up Day), 10AM volunteer cleanup at Koenig, Firefighters grilling hotdogs
- April 3 – Zoning Board of Appeals in Amberly for the North site property at 7:30 pm
- We received the OKI STP grant for replacement of LEDs
- We will be receiving RFQs for environmental work
- March 9 at 5:30: Colerain’s Senior & Community Center – MSD presenting the Audit findings
- Duke’s application for the State of Ohio for an extension has been accepted
- March 11 – German Heritage Dinner (St. John’s United) 5:00 -7:00 pm.  Purchase tickets in advance by calling the church
- March 16 - 6:30 – 8:30 pm at St Paul Lutheran Church - Business Night (Free)
- April 15 - Easter Egg Hunt – 10:00 am at Haffey Field House 
- May 6, 13, 25 Pool sign-ups at 12:00 pm
- We have not heard back from the Budget Committee yet

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- February Finance Update (attached)
  - $1,167,496.00 Collected (-5.6% behind)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- We’ve spent over $360,000.00 this month
- Water Fund is at $87,000.00
- Paying bills in yearly amounts (Ex: Cincinnati Bell & Spectrum)
- Leases for printers
- Met with 5/3 to discuss signing authorities, etc.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- No Report

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
-LED Lighting – Service Department already saving!

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Reading Flood Control & Recreation Trail Study – presentation 4:00 pm March 8

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Stadium Contract (Ends on April 4).  Would like a 90 day contract to get them to the end of the year.  $56,000 in the Stadium Fund – waiting on invoice from the school ($2,300?).  Also waiting on some feedback from Daryl Courtney.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- No Report (Abesnt)

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Thanked Administration, Council and the Finance department for the passage of the ordinance last week allowing the purchase of some new vehicles for the Service & Recreation departments.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting: March 21 at 6:30 pm
- April 22, 2017: Clean-Up Reading & Reds Community Day
- Thanked Council for passing legislation last week for the purchase of new trucks
OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Historical sign at the bridge heading from Reading into Lockland.  Passed a drawing around for Council to view.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER AN AGREEMENT WITH JOHN LAGORY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYOUT OF UNUSED SICK TIME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-17

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH READING CAREER FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

This ordinance was declared a first reading only.

(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $24,659.82 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS AND CURBS FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-18

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:16 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
