CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 21, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Pro-Tem Randy Fischesser called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Fischesser led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our condolences to the families of Ruth Rath
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials  or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 733-4122
- We have very little in Reserve funds to protect Payroll, deal with any type of disaster, react to an unfunded mandate or to protect us in the case of any reduction in Revenue. We have come a long way from the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 when we were spending close to $800,000 more each year than we were bringing in to our General Fund. New Revenues (garbage=$350,000 per year/half percent earnings tax increase/approx. $1.1 million to Gen Fund)  vs Expenditures (Payroll up Approx $1 million per year, Health Insurance up approx. $400,000 per year). I suggest, again, we cut ICRC, create savings thru Union Contracts.
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- 3/25 Eagles 18th annual Spring Fling Benefit Dance 821-4543 $15 benefits our RFD
- 4/15 Easter Egg Hunt and 4/22 clean up Reading
- Congrats RHS wrestler Baden Pinson 7th in State
- Moeller basketball State sweet 16
- Spoke with Hamilton Cty Engineer Ted Hubbard about possible MRF funds for Benson & Columbia in area of new school
- Spoke to our State Rep Jonathon Devers & State Senator Lou Tehrer about State transportation funding for road
improvements near new school
- ICRC: $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, 4th July fireworks, janitorial services at city hall)

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- March Finance Update: $463,815.98 (Running $40,000.00 ahead)
- Still have not heard of any changes on the collection of all income tax collections

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Explained the two ordinances on the agenda for passage
- Met with the Auditors from Plattenburg today.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Received notification from the budget commission: certified the budget.  Expect that the Permanent Appropriations 
  for 2017 by the end of the month.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Hamilton County “We Thrive” Initiative: Health Department is making a big push to get as many communities involved as possible.  $500.00 stipend for volunteer to participate for 5-10 hours.  Please contact Bob Ashbrock if interested.
- Mill Creek Flood presentation was delivered at last meeting.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
Stadium/Park Contract
· Held committee meeting on the 7th.
· Ordinance passed last week to extend our current contract an additional 90 days starting on April 4, 2017
· Spoke to Superintendent and Treasurer in regards to the extension.  They addressed the board on the 7th.  Next working session on April 5th will approve extension.
· Gathering data/information from Mr. Courtney to determine the monthly/annual cost associated with maintaining the stadium and park.  Mr. Courtney also to provide the manpower hours needed to maintain stadium/park.
· Items of interest
· Turn one of track to be patched (was discussed in meeting with school).
· Bid submitted and provided to City for assessment of track.  Safety service director actively working.
· Meeting to be scheduled in the coming weeks to discuss contract after 90 day extension expires (June 4th, 2017)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- POLICE:
  - MCD’S: They are still being told to expect approx. $3000 a unit with total cost being $22,000 for the project with installation.  They are entering the field testing phase this month which should produce a final number.  I would anticipate purchase toward the end of the second quarter.
  - Another thing we should start anticipating is the eventual mandate for body cameras.  Right now the anticipated cost would be around $18,000 for the cameras and infrastructure.  The real expense will be the data storage which is anticipated to be about $7,500 annually for cloud storage.

- FIRE:
  I was honored to attend the Fire Department’s annual banquet last Saturday.  Congratulations to the members of the department who were honored this year:
  - Rob Singer – part time/paid on call firefighter of the year
  - Tyler Strohl – Career firefighter of the year.
  - Paul Gallo – Officer of the year.
 I would also like to recognize three Reading businesses who helped make the evening memorable:
  - Seth Redwine and Lindsey Ambley, the owners of Hoops, who donated the use of their venue for the banquet.
  - Heritage Event Planning and Catering for donating the food at cost.  They are from the Piqua area but now have a storefront at 17 W. Benson street.
  - Tres Belle for donating desserts.

 As you will hear later on, last week Council passed an ordinance agreeing to the contract with Reading Firefighters local 3717.  I want to thank council for this passage.  Reading has, over the years, been able to retain our quality employees by treating them fairly and through working with their unions during negotiations.

 Finally, a reminder that the Reading Eagles #1019 Ladies Auxiliary will be holding their annual Spring Fling this Saturday from 8pm-midnight.  This is always a fun event and the proceeds will be going to our fire department.  With last year’s donation, the department was able to purchase rescue equipment for the aerial truck and fire prevention materials that were used during school and firehouse visits.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Suggested to undercoat and add bedliners to the new trucks once they arrive in an effort to keep the rusting down.  
- Made motion to pay for one half of the Reading/Lockland sign not exceed $5,000.00, seconded by Mr. Gertz.  
  Motioned carried by voice vote.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee met with Mill Creek Water Shed, Great Parks of Hamilton County, Regional Trails Coordinator (Tri-State Trails), Hamilton County Planning Development and Representatives from Evendale and Sharonville to discuss developing a bike/recreation trail (connecting several communities) 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Tony Gertz – Complimented St. Paul’s for their recent Business Fair.
Tim Cox – April 4 Meeting at 7:30 pm Amberly Village regarding the North Site Meeting
Sabrina Smith – Volleyball nets at Haffey are really bad.  Received a quote around $6,000.00
Randy Fischesser – Please let us know if you are watching the televised meetings through ICRC

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $12,023.07 FROM THE SEWER SERVICE FEE FUND (827-262-5980) TO THE WATER FUND (605-200-4435) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Gertz to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-1 roll call vote (Mr. Albrinck voting “no”).

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-21

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $48,092.29 FROM THE SEWAGE DISPOSAL TRUST FUND TO THE SEWAGE SERVICE FEE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 7-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                             ORDINANCE NO. 2017-22
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:49 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        RANDY FISCHESSER
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council Pro Tem
