CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
APRIL 18, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock.
Motion made by President Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Gertz, Mr. Albrinck & Mr. Fischesser.  
Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Jim Moyer (Project Manager for the Mill Creek Watershed Council) addressed Council regarding a qualifying project for the City of Reading CDGB available monies.  
(1) Lowering & Improvement of Haffey Field: Improved drainage, tiling &slope of the field 
(2) Turf improvement – partial sod & seed replacement.
(3) Tree planting

Mayor Bo Bemmes mentioned that while he appreciates all that the Mill Creek Watershed Council does for the City he hopes this project could potentially be something for the 2018 plans.  Councilman Tom Lynd mirrored the mayor’s comments pointing out that the timeframe of the current available CDGB monies is quickly running out and it was his understanding that the plan was to move forward on the Park’s playground equipment.  Tim Cox questioned where the funds could be used (Haffey vs. Koenig) & Mr. Moyer confirmed the monies should qualify for Koenig fields.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Thanks to SSD Patrick Ross for putting together another very tight Appropriations Ordinance for this year. We spend every dollar we collect as a City to provide the best possible safety services and to keep our city as clean, neat and vibrant as we can for our residents, schools, businesses and organizations 24/7. We need everyone to participate and help if we as a City are going to be the best that we can be.  Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given 
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- We have very little in Reserve funds to protect Payroll, deal with any type of disaster, and react to an unfunded mandate or to protect us in the case of any reduction in Revenue. We have come a long way from the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 when we were spending close to $800,000 more each year than we were bringing in to our General Fund. New Revenues (garbage=$350,000 per year/half percent earnings tax increase/approx. $1.1 million to Gen Fund) vs Expenditures (Payroll up Approximately $1 million per year, Health Insurance up approx. $400,000 per year). I suggest, again, we cut ICRC, create savings thru Union Contracts.
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities.
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- Thanks to fraternal order of Eagles 18th annual Spring Fling Benefit Dance that benefits our Reading Fire Department.
- Saturday, 4/15 Easter Egg Hunt and Saturday, 4/22 Clean-Up Reading
- Pool sign ups only $90 family
- I spoke with Hamilton Cty Engineer Ted Hubbard about possible MRF funds for Benson & Columbia in area of new school
- I spoke to our State Rep Jonathon Devers and State Senator Lou Tehrer about State transportation funding for road improvements near new school
- ICRC = $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, 4th July fireworks, janitorial services at city hall.
- Thank our tax clerks last day to file taxes 4/18
- Amberly North Site/we will do all we can to protect our residents
- As the school year enters the last two months we want to thank our excellent schools and congratulate all the honor roll students
- Duke Energy Pipeline meeting scheduled for June 15, 3-8pm at Raymond Walters College
- April 29 National Prescription Drug drop off at City Hall

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report. (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- April Finance Update $762,325.12 collected
 (Still need to collect $294,000.00 for the month but we are $50,000.00 ahead compared to last year at this time.)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Tim Cox and I have signed on to be Neighborhood Navigators under the county funds for the We Thrive initiative. It is from
  Hamilton County Public Health. We will be working to develop a task force in the community in the areas of health and 
  wellness. Other neighboring communities have done this and are getting things under way.
- Still reviewing our accounts. I've been in contact with the Mayor about Cincinnati Bell bills for phone service at Haffey 
  Fieldhouse, I have talked with other department heads about what costs like leasing printing equipment will continue 
  through the year. If the monthly bill is low, I have started staggering the payments in a yearly bundle to save on postage and 
  check and envelope printing.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- No Report (Absent)
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Survey to determine how many Residents are watching the ICRC programs to be distributed in the water bill 

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Will get with Dave Stevenson in regard to preparing another Marijuana Moratorium 

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 25 at 6:30 pm (Review: Stadium Contract)
- Meeting with the school is scheduled for Friday, April 28 at 9:30 am.  
- Amberly Village: Mercy Health opening January 1 2018 at the North Site property.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- No Report (Absent)

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report (Absent)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanks to all who helped April 15 for the Easter Egg Hunt
- April 22, 2017: Clean-Up Reading & Reds Community Day starts at 10:00 a.m. at Koenig Park (small pavilion)
- May 6, 13 & 20 –Pool sign-ups at the Haffey Field House (Family - $90 until the end of May. $110 after May)
- Memorandum of Understanding has been distributed to all Council members for their review & input.  
 Would like to discuss this at the Council meeting next week.
OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $28,338.61 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  (Second Reading)

An insufficient number of Council members were present so this ordinance was declared a second reading only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:02 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
