CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MAY 16, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
- Sheila Mackey (Madam President of the Reading Eagles Ladies Auxillary 1095) 
 Presented Chief Todd Owens with a check for $3,000.00 for the Fire Department (all proceeds from the Spring Fling Dance)
 “It is with pride we the members of the Reading 1095 Eagles can give back to our Community this way.  
  Our motto: People Helping People.  Auxillary stands for Home – Country – God.”
- Denise Driehaus (Newly elected Democratic Politician serving as Hamilton County Commissioner)
 Handed out a “Menu of Opportunity” detailing various ways to partner with the County for help with City Services
- Sandi Kuehn (President and CEO) from CAT (Center for Addiction Treatment)
  Gave Council a snapshot of the services they provide.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our condolences to Jean Hartman and her family on the passing of her brother James and our condolences to the family of 
 Robert Adleta father of Bobby, Linda, Tim and Michelle. Mr Adleta grew up here in Reading with his 7 brothers and 2 sisters
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Thanks to SSD Patrick Ross for putting together another very tight Appropriations Ordinance for this year. We spend every dollar we collect as a City to provide the best possible safety services and to keep our city as clean, neat and vibrant as we can for our residents, schools, businesses and organizations 24/7. We need everyone to participate and help if we as a City are going to be the best that we can be.  Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- We have very little in Reserve funds to protect Payroll, deal with any type of disaster, and react to an unfunded mandate or to protect us in the case of any reduction in Revenue. We have come a long way from the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 when we were spending close to $800,000 more each year than we were bringing in to our General Fund. New Revenues (garbage=$350,000 per year/half percent earnings tax increase/approx. $1.1 million to Gen Fund) vs Expenditures (Payroll up Approximately $1 million per year, Health Insurance up approx. $400,000 per year). I suggest, again, we cut ICRC, create savings thru Union Contracts.
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- Spoke with Hamilton Cty Engineer Ted Hubbard about possible MRF funds for Benson & Columbia in area of new school
- Spoke to State Rep Jonathon Devers & State Senator Lou Tehrer about State transportation funding for road improvements near new school
- ICRC = $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, 4th July fireworks, janitorial services at city hall)
- As the school year comes to an end we want to thank our excellent schools, administrators and teachers and congratulate all graduating students 
- Over the past year Patrick and I, and City Council, have spent much time addressing the proposed Duke Energy Gas Pipeline. We have attended multiple meetings and have had numerous and lengthy discussions with reps from Duke, NOPE, Ham Cnty Commissioners, City of Cincinnati, Evendale, Sharonville, Blue Ash, Amberly, Deer Park, Pleasant Ridge, Madisonville, Madeira, State of Ohio and State and Federal Legal advisors letting them all know that the City of Reading adamantly opposes a 30” or 20” in diameter natural gas pipeline being installed anywhere near HOMES SCHOOLS HOSPITALS ATHLETIC FACILITIES. We continue to research and have discussions as to how best to Intervene and fight this project in the most efficient, economical yet efficient way.
- The new pre K-12 Reading Community School Groundbreaking Ceremony was well attended. I want to thank our State Rep Jonathon Devers for being there. We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our schools and residents to work thru the challenges and concerns this exciting project brings
- We continue to work with the new owners of the former Dow/PMC property using some of the $400,000 USEPA Grant we were awarded to clean that property up and get new jobs there
- Our Reading Historical Societies 29th annual Settlement Day Dinner is on May 19th
- VYO’s Memorial weekend Festival May 26, 27, 28 and 29 Great People, Food, Entertainment, Kids Rides, Softball tournament Great Fun.  VYO – 28 teams approx. 350 kids play baseball/softball and Basketball
- The Memorial Day Parade is on Monday May 29
- Lois Martin and Dave Stephan (Brad Wenstrup/Steve Chabot)|
- Clean up Reading Diane Brown/Lisa Schoenberger Girl/Boy Scouts/Millcreek volunteers/Firemen
- Nat Honor Society:  Jared/Molly/Naish Morgan
- Get your family Pool pass for only $110 before June 1 it goes up to $130 after

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Newsletter was sent out and already we are receiving survey responses (77)
- EPA sites have received approval (DOW site is priority)
- TEC: Reviewed several traffic study potential changes to come
- Administration is proposing that Council allows us to seek proposals for repaving/re-curbing Columbia (Reading to Hunt)
- Spectrum – No internet connectivity at the Hilltop station location.  Looking into changing to Fiberoptic and extending the connectivity.
- Payroll company – will be implementing e-mailing paystubs.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- May Finance Update
  - $450,746.00 Collected (ahead for the month)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Gave update on the 10 street loans we’re currently trying to pay off.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- $189,000.00 Capital Fund (340), $737,579.00 Streets & Curbs Fund, $227,000.00 Sewer Service Fee Fund


UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Stressed the importance of responding to the survey in the Newsletter regarding ICRC
- Brad Stapelton (ICRC) will be in attendance at the June 6th meeting 
- Thursday, June 15 from 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm at UC Blue Ash - Ohio Power Siting Board meeting – Public residents will be able to voice their opinion on the possibility of the Pipeline being installed through Reading
- Committee Meeting May 23 at 6:30 pm

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee Meeting June 6 at 6:30 pm

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report.  
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- MDTs for the new cruisers: Pending county commissioner’s approval, the final cost for the unit, dock and installation will be $2552 per unit ($17,864 for 7 units).  With another $1000 for extra mounts and incidentals, we should be under $18,900.  Due to bids coming in slightly lower than anticipated, this is $3,100 less than previously reported to council.  Once the commissioners have passed the cost-sharing plan, an ordinance will be prepared.
- Next committee meeting June 13 at 6:30

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service Department has received the 2 half ton trucks.  Awaiting the 1-ton dump truck.  Recommends undercoating the trucks and adding bedliners to keep the trucks lasting longer.
- Service Department will be painting the streets (at night)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Pool sign ups at Haffey Field House Saturday, May 20 from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Rates increase $20 on June 1.
OTHER BUSINESS 
Patrick Ross: - Potential buyer for the old Library location – would like to turn it into a convenient store with a liquor permit.

Cris Nesbitt – Would like to start a spreadsheet regarding topics to be discussed at the Committee of the Whole meetings

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO PAY THE AMOUNT OF $154,421.05 FROM THE STREETS & CURBS FUND (230.280.5800.00) FOR PAYMENT WITH RESPECT TO VARIOUS IMPROVEMENT LOANS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion to adopt did not pass.  The ordiance was declared a “first reading” only.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:40 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
