CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 6, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock.  Motion made by Mr. Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Albrinck and Mr. Fischesser.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Brad Stapleton & Tim Neumann from ICRC addressed Council regarding their History, relationship with Reading, services they offer, pricing and the availability of additional meetings to be filmed at no additional charge.

Mike Seager addressed Council regarding the Hilltop property and the Central Community School properties.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- We had another very meaningful Memorial Day in our City as we took the time to remember those who gave their lives serving our great nation to defend the incredible freedoms we enjoy every day. I want nto thank all of the organizers and all who participated in the Parade and those who took part in the service after in the cemetery. After that I went to the American Legion and presented a Proclamation to Joe Haeufle who participated in his 82nd Memorial day parade this year, Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers. The Legions Fest starts on Fri June 30 goes on July 1 and 2 with fireworks July 2 at 10pm.  Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- The support staff for the Ohio Siting Board recommended the route thru our city for the 20’ in dia natural gas pipeline
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis/Senior Citizens
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Thanks to SSD Patrick Ross for putting together another very tight Appropriations Ordinance for this year. We spend every dollar we collect as a City to provide the best possible safety services and to keep our city as clean, neat and vibrant as we can for our residents, schools, businesses and organizations 24/7. We need everyone to participate and help if we as a City are going to be the best that we can be.  Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas for our city newsletter, road repairs/projects or any way to improve our city. We remain dedicated every day to provide the best possible city services with the resources we are given
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us. If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- We have very little in Reserve funds to protect Payroll, deal with any type of disaster, and react to an unfunded mandate or to protect us in the case of any reduction in Revenue. We have come a long way from the years 2001, 2002 and 2003 when we were spending close to $800,000 more each year than we were bringing in to our General Fund. New Revenues (garbage=$350,000 per year/half percent earnings tax increase/approx. $1.1 million to Gen Fund) vs Expenditures (Payroll up Approximately $1 million per year, Health Insurance up approx. $400,000 per year). I suggest, again, we cut ICRC, create savings thru Union Contracts.
- We have arranged meeting with JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- Thanks to fraternal order of Eagles 18th annual Spring Fling Benefit Dance that benefits our Reading Fire Department.
- Saturday, 4/15 Easter Egg Hunt and Saturday, 4/22 Clean-Up Reading
- Pool sign ups only $90 family
- I spoke with Hamilton Cty Engineer Ted Hubbard about possible MRF funds for Benson & Columbia in area of new school
- I spoke to our State Rep Jonathon Devers and State Senator Lou Tehrer about State transportation funding for road improvements near new school
- ICRC = $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, 4th July fireworks, janitorial services at city hall)
- As the school year enters its last months we want to thank our excellent schools and congratulate all graduating students
- Over the past year Patrick and I, and City Council, have spent much time addressing the proposed Duke Energy Gas Pipeline.  VERY IMPORTANT PUBLIC MEETING JUNE 15 FROM 3-5pm AT UC BLUE ASH MUNTZ HALL IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU ATTEND TO VOICE YOUR OPINION ON THIS PROPOSED PROJECT.  We have attended multiple meetings and have had numerous and lengthy discussions with reps from Duke, NOPE, Ham Cnty Commissioners, City of Cincinnati, Evendale, Sharonville, Blue Ash, Amberly, Deer Park, Pleasant Ridge, Madisonville, Madeira, State of Ohio and State and Federal Legal advisors letting them all know that the City of Reading adamantly opposes a 30” or 20” in diameter natural gas pipeline being installed anywhere near HOMES SCHOOLS HOSPITALS ATHLETIC FACILITIES. We continue to research and have discussions as to how best to Intervene and fight this project in the most efficient, economical yet efficient way.
- Our Reading Historical Societies 29th annual Settlement Day Dinner was another great event. Deacon Tom Lynd and Diane Brown both described our great City well, “ Reading isn’t about places or buildings it’s about people” the wonderful people who built this City and the incredible people who continue to build it today
- VYO’s Memorial weekend Festival was a great success thanks to the many volunteers and all who came to the fest to support our VYO.  VYO – 28 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL teams approx. 350 kids 
- On 5/17 we had our Business Roundtable meeting at Standard Textile. PATION SOLD TO A NON PHAMACUETICAL COMPANY/THERE ARE NO EXPECTED CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT THERE AT THIS POINT,  Standard Textile is at an all time high with the number of employees they have here in Reading/Viox, Avecia and General Tool are adding jobs
- Thank Patrick and Diane Brown for their efforts to achieve 4% reduction in BWC PAYMENTS
- Joe Haeufle 82nd Memorial Day Parade [Charlie Lohmueller & Chick Elfers 67 consecutive Parades with Legion Band
- We must review our Zoning Code as parts of it contribute to flooding possibilities and discourage economic development
- RHS students saved a life get recognized by U S NAVY

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Prepared 2018 Budget.  Public Hearing scheduled for June 27.
- Dan Schoster will be completing the Galbraith Road specs soon.  Pricing on widening Columbia road in progress.
- Water Audit.  Still looking for outside company that will give detailed revenue & expenditures.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- May Finance Update (attached)
  - $3,358,652.00 Collected (0.5% ahead)
- House Bill 49 (Centralize the collection of all business income taxes in Ohio) still in progress.  Vote due June 30.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent).
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Advised everyone to review the proposed 2018 Budget and bring any ideas, thoughts or concerns to upcoming meetings.
- Would like to see our City employee salaries posted on the OhioCheckbook website.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Reminder: June 7 – Evendale Rec Center.  Learn what to expect on June 15th meeting regarding the Duke Energy Pipeline meeting.  Would like to see everyone on Council in attendance at that meeting if possible.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee discussion regarding parking codes, school location sites

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Stadium contract extension is up on July 4.  Would like to invite Cary & Chuck to next week’s meeting to seek their desire for the upcoming available sites.  At that time questions can be addressed as well.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
No Report (Absent)

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report (Absent)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- New playground equipment is in the process of being constructed.
- Pool is open and operating very well to nice side crowds.
OTHER BUSINESS 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  THE FOLLOWING BUDGET FOR CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2018 HAS BEEN ADOPTED BY 
    COUNCIL AND HEREBY SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY BUDGET 
    COMMISSION

With an insufficient number of Council Members present to vote, this ordinance was declared a first reading only.

(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $26,158.67 FROM THE CITY EARNINGS 
    TAX FUND TO THE STREETS & CURBS FUND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

With an insufficient number of Council Members present to vote, this ordinance was declared a first reading only.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:22 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
