CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 1, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.  

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Linda Fitzgerald addressed Council regarding the CDBF Formula program.  Funds allocated every 3 years. 
Approximately 1.3 million acquired and utilized for City improvements over the years. 

New formula program (2018, 2019 & 2020) $500,000.00 to spend for each year.  
Projects that are allowable:
(1) Low to moderate income area.  
(2) Acquire or demolish a building that is dilapidated.  
(3) Public infrastructure (in a low to moderate income area)

IGA Site – Gave 5 year history of how the sale of the property has evolved with the original owner whom lived in Georgia.  Zoning issues coupled with several businesses not being interested in the site have led us to Popeye’s acquiring the property.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- USEPA and OHIO EPA staff have developed an environmental covenant that allows the 34 acre former Dow/PMC property to be developed for Industrial/Commercial activities and the 7acres now used as athletic fields meets EPA remediation standards for Recreational activity
- Over the past year Patrick and I, and City Council, have spent much time addressing the proposed Duke Energy Gas Pipeline. The very important public meeting on June 15 went well. Over 300 people attended with 78 people addressing OPSB in opposition to the proposed pipeline route. No need for this pipeline has been shown and no benefit for Reading or Hamilton County has been presented.  The route through Reading is against Duke’s own minimal safety standards many experts in this field claim the pipeline will end up in the Gulf of Mexico.  If the Pipeline is proven to be necessary, there are better and safer routes as in down I-71.  I want to thank Patrick, Jim Oreilly, the Feldmans (Justin and Ann). We have attended multiple meetings and have had numerous and lengthy discussions with reps from Duke, NOPE, Ham Cnty Commissioners, City of Cincinnati, Evendale, Sharonville, Blue Ash, Amberly, Deer Park, Pleasant Ridge, Madisonville, Madeira, State of Ohio and State and Federal Legal advisors letting them all know that the City of Reading adamantly opposes a 30” or 20” in diameter natural gas pipeline being installed anywhere near homes, schools, hospitals and athletic facilities.  We continue to research and have discussions as to how best to intervene and fight this project in the most efficient, economical, and efficient way.
- We must review our Zoning Code as parts of it contribute to flooding possibilities and discourage economic development
- RHS students saved a life and were recognized by U.S. NAVY
- Legion Fest/Fireworks fundraising for next year
- Volleyball nets/Rec priorities/City safety priorities-personell-equipment

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- CDBG meeting: good opportunity to get several projects done in the next 3 years.
- Gave update on the DOW property
- Jim Moyer – will be putting out RFP for the bench project
- Inspected the Reading High School demo site.  
- Galbraith Road, Benson Storm Sewer repair, Columbia Road Projects – bids at the end of the month
- Constellation recently sent residents letters – if you do nothing you’ll automatically be enrolled (lower rate)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent).

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- July Finance Update (attached)
  - $4,473,576.00 Collected (-4.7% behind 2016) Decline due collection date change and the previous year’s anomaly

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- General Fund $556,000.00; City Earnings Tax Fund $112,000.00

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Discouraging that we’re down 4.5% in the earnings tax.  As always we’ll still work towards our goal for growth
- Our funds for Capital Improvements is healthy

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Heard back from 4 water rate companies to perform studies.  Once enough bids are received will bring to Council to present.
- Will be attending a meeting regarding Residential Recycling on August 10 (will report back)

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Marijuana dispensaries.  How do we (as a Council) want to proceed?  3 sites to be selected in Hamilton County.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Report for the Assessment should be in by the end of the week.  
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
The body cameras are still being reviewed and evaluated by our patrol officers.  Therefore, Chief Snow requests a little more time before presenting to the Safety Committee.  So, I am canceling our meeting on the 15th and will reschedule towards the end of September.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Fire Department grant request to the BWC for a power stretcher lift was reviewed last Friday.  They hope to hear something in the near future.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee Meeting held this evening.  VYO was in attendance and needs for the Haffey Fieldhouse were discussed extensively.  Next committee meeting August 15 at 6:30 pm where the conversation will continue.
- Movie night at the Reading Pool was well attended with perfect weather.  Next movie night is August 11.  You do NOT have to be a Reading Pool member to attend.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $48,320.90 FROM THE SEWAGE 
    DISPOSAL TRUST FUND TO THE SEWAGE SERVICE FEE FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                    ORDINACE NO. 2017-43


(2)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER $12,080.23 FROM THE SEWER SERVICE 
    FEE FUND (827-262-5980) TO THE WATER FUND (605-200-4435) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-1 roll call vote (Mr Albrinck voting “no”).
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                       ORDINACE NO. 2017-44

(3)  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE PAYMENT WITH REGARDS TO THE 
    COMMERCIAL LOAN FOR $37,826.17 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                       ORDINACE NO. 2017-45

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 10:07 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
