CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
AUGUST 15, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.  

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Gene Ketter – complaint regarding neighbor across the street with trash taking over the property for a long time.  Mayor Bo Bemmes relayed that the board of health has been notified and this situation is being addressed and proper procedures are being followed in accordance to the law.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our condolences to the families of Bob Kunkel, Tom Ernst and Paula Bronner Ballman
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed ParkS/VYO Haffey Fieldhouse 
  improvements and American Legion Festival 4th of July Fireworks
- Our excellent schools open soon PLEASE SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE AND KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR OUR 
  YOUNG STUDENTS
- Proclamation for the HealthCare Connection
- Eagles fundraiser for RFD
- St Peter and Paul Septemberfest Sept 15, 16, and 17
- USEPA and OHIO EPA staff have developed an environmental covenant that allows the 34 acre former Dow/PMC property to be developed for Industrial/Commercial activities and the 7acres now used as athletic fields meets EPA remediation standards for Recreational activity
- Over the past year Patrick and I, and City Council, have spent much time addressing the proposed Duke Energy Gas Pipeline. The very important public meeting on June 15 went well. Over 300 people attended with 78 people addressing OPSB in opposition to the proposed pipeline route. No need for this pipeline has been shown and no benefit for Reading or Hamilton County has been presented.  The route through Reading is against Duke’s own minimal safety standards many experts in this field claim the pipeline will end up in the Gulf of Mexico.  If the Pipeline is proven to be necessary, there are better and safer routes as in down I-71.  I want to thank Patrick, Jim Oreilly, the Feldmans (Justin and Ann). We have attended multiple meetings and have had numerous and lengthy discussions with reps from Duke, NOPE, Ham Cnty Commissioners, City of Cincinnati, Evendale, Sharonville, Blue Ash, Amberly, Deer Park, Pleasant Ridge, Madisonville, Madeira, State of Ohio and State and Federal Legal advisors letting them all know that the City of Reading adamantly opposes a 30” or 20” in diameter natural gas pipeline being installed anywhere near homes, schools, hospitals and athletic facilities.  We continue to research and have discussions as to how best to intervene and fight this project in the most efficient, economical, and efficient way.
- We must review our Zoning Code as parts of it contribute to flooding possibilities and discourage economic development
- JMA and TEC Traffic Engineers WILL ATTEND A CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS SOON AS THEIR REPORTS ON Columbia ave/ Benson st near the new reading comm preK-12 building are finished, our Ham County Engineer Ted Hubbard and have spoken to State Reps to discuss possible road/traffic improvements around new $52 million dollar ($27 million thru State Grant) pre k-12 school and are researching SCIP/ MRF opportunities
- ICRC: $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, American Legion 
 fireworks 
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our schools and residents to work thru the challenges and concerns this 
  exciting 215,000 sq ft  $52 million dollar( $27 million from the State) project brings
- School starting times: 8:05 a.m.: Hilltop 7:20 a.m.: High School & Middle School


SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- August Finance Update (attached)
  - $402,000 Collected so far this year.  $10,000 ahead of last year.  Still need to collect over $85,000.  
   So far it’s been a good month in terms of what we’ve collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Next “WeThrive” meeting Monday, August 21 from 6-7pm in Council Chambers

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Due to previous years’ planning, certain portions of tax money goes directly into specified funds for use of Capital 
 Improvements and these funds are healthy.  Growth fund still has $50,000.00.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Meeting on Aug 10 with Patrick Ross in Madiera for the Hamilton County Recycling Solid Waste regarding 2018 changes:
  - Credit for how much you diversify (what can be recycled), credit for yard waste – organic material, more tonnage the 
    more you get back but not as much as aluminum cans
  - Application will now have to be filled out once a year.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Still working on the legislation regarding potential future Marijuana dispensaries.
- Final draft of the Reading Flood Study was e-mailed to all Council Members for their review.
- Mill Creek Watershed Council’s “Celebration” on August 26 from 4-7pm at Sharon Woods 

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Assessment for the Stadium came in last week.  Tuesday, August 22 6:30 pm meeting with the School Board.  
 Expectation of the meeting is to listen as to their intentions for the Hilltop property.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The Fire Department administered their Lieutenant test last Saturday. Three members took the assessment test. This is in 
 anticipation of Lt. Grau’s retirement early next year. 
- With school starting in the next couple of weeks, I would ask that everyone be extra alert and slow down as children head 
  back to school.  Also, be patient with other drivers. There are several changes to the Reading School system and it will 
  take everyone a little time to get use to the new routes and drop off procedures. 
- Next Monday is the much anticipated solar eclipse. While I hope everyone takes the time to appreciate this event, please 
  remember to take the proper precautions to protect your eyes. Amazon recently sent out a recall on several brands of glasses 
  when they were determined to be knock-offs.  The American Astronomical Society has several recommendations on their 
  solar eclipse website (www.eclipse.aas.org) to help you determine if your glasses are safe for viewing the eclipse.
  Ideally, they should be purchased from a reputable dealer.  They have a link to a list of reputable dealers on the website.
  Other recommendations include looking for the ISO 12312-2 label which means the glasses have been tested and meet the 
  international standards.  However, less than reputable manufacturers have copied the seal off the internet and are now 
  putting it on untested glasses.  Therefore, you should also test them.  You shouldn't be able to see anything through a safe 
  solar filter except the Sun itself or something comparably bright, such as the sun reflected in a mirror or off shiny metal, the 
  hot filament of an unfrosted incandescent light bulb, or a bright-white LED bulb (including your smartphone flashlight).  
  If all else fails, go old school and poke a small hole in a box & view the eclipse by watching the reflection on the sidewalk.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- The 2, half-ton pick-up trucks are in & in operation.  Found a bedliner for one of them.  
- 1, one-ton dump truck is in just waiting for license plates.
- Service Department is busy as always trimming trees, paining crosswalks & traffic lines (in and around school areas) 
 & putting in a new concrete sidewalk at Hilltop park
RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Last full week the Pool will be open 21-25 closed but open that weekend.  27th last day pool open until 6:00 pm.
- August 11 movie night at the Reading Pool was well attended & another great event
- Committee will be preparing an ordinance to purchase a new volleyball net for Haffey Fieldhouse.
- Took bids on the basketball equipment that needs repairs

READING OF ORDINANCES
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:04 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
