CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
SEPTEMBER 19, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser
Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to excuse Mr. Cox & Mr. Gertz.  Mr. Gertz did arrive at 8:00 pm

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

COMMUNICATIONS
25th Anniversary of Our Lady Queen of Reading: Open House on Sunday Oct 15, 2017; 2-5pm at 9228 Reading Road.
 
REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Reading Parks Foundations is asking for donations for park improvements.
  - Sept. 23 VYO POOL Parking lot Camp Out
- 8th Annual Antique Car Show & St. Peter and Paul “Septemberfest” both did remarkably well.
- Reading High School is looking for about 30 Mentors for several needs.  Please call Reading City Schools if interested.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- JMA: Applications for SCIP for 2 projects: Benson & Columbia intersection and Thurnridge.  Not as much money as there normally is for this district.  
- Ordinance next week to award a contracts for upcoming road work as well as a revised “Door” ordinance.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- September Finance Update
  - $560,502.39 Collected so far this year.  $14,000 ahead of last year. 

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Duke Accounts: removed taxes from our Youth Service Building bill and our Hilltop Fire Station bill.
- Williams vs Duke Energy: contacted several neighboring cities and no one else has received any settlement money.
- Cinti Bell - $1,200 per month.  Were able to get it down to half that.  Some changes made were: discontinued the Youth Services line, discontinued the use at Haffey Field House, Seasonal plan for the pool.  Business 
- All bills paid to date!

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Next committee meeting Thursday, September 28 at 10:30 am in Council Chambers.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Water Study: Received the second proposal and waiting on the third.  Once the third one is received we will discuss it in the committee meeting and then bring it to Council for a decision.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- 3rd reading tonight on the prohibition of the establishment of Medical Marijuana dispensaries.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Absent.  Mr. Fischesser reporting for Mr. Cox: Next committee meeting Sept 26 at 5:30 in the Caucus room.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
September is National Disaster Preparedness month.  With the news coverage of recent hurricane disasters in Texas and Florida, we should be reminded that disasters strike when you least expect them and can happen anywhere.
Everyone should have not only basic plans such as sheltering or communication with family, but an actual disaster kit to sustain you and your family in the event of an emergency.  There are times when it could take up to three days for emergency crews to be able to rescue you and your family.  Up to that point you are on your own.  Your kit should include such things as bottled water, nonperishable food, blankets, and most importantly - especially in close quarters - personal hygiene items.  Each family is different and their needs vary; so I would encourage you to go to www.ready.ohio.gov to determine your individual family's needs for the kit.

My committee will be meeting with Chiefs Owens and Snow on September 26th at 6:30pm.

There is a piece of legislation on the agenda this evening for its third reading.  It is an ordinance prohibiting the cultivating, processing or dispensing of marijuana.  As I stated for the past two readings, I am opposed to the wording of the ordinance.  Although it does reference chapter 3796 of the Ohio Revised code; nowhere in the actual ordinance does it address the fact that this is addressing medical marijuana that was approved by the citizens of Ohio in 2016.

As chairman of the health and safety committee, I felt the obligation to look not only at that word "marijuana" and base my decision on that; but to also delve into the known benefits of this drug. Let me assure you that I am not a hop head, but I will be voting against the ordinance because, in my humble opinion, the benefits outweigh the concerns.

There are 23 medical conditions that are listed as approved in ORC3796. These include Alzheimer's, Cancer and chemotherapy, Parkinson's Disease, epilepsy and other seizure disorders, stroke, Crohn's Disease, MS, Arthritis, and Glaucoma to name a few.  I would bet that 50-60% of our citizens would benefit from this drug.

Besides the medical benefit, there could be financial benefits for the community as well.  Net profit from the sale of this drug can be taxed up to 2.5% by the local jurisdiction.

It should also be noted that this form of marijuana is dispensed as an oil, patch, or edibles.  Smoked forms are banned and the growing for personal use is prohibited.  The people obtaining this must have a state approved letter of recommendation from their physician and state issued identification card. Only those with the proper identification and prescription can even enter a dispensary.

If you take the time to review the regulations enacted by the state under chapter 3796, you would come to learn that it is strictly and exhaustively regulated. The concern that we will have a bunch of drug addicts hanging around waiting for their daily toke is nothing more than a scare tactic.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Have contacted the department heads requesting Capital Needs and Improvement requests

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Parks Foundation: Family Camp-out Overnight - arrive at 3:00 pm on Saturday, September 23 but have to leave by 11 am on Sunday morning (September 24).

OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Saturday, 23: Hamilton County Republican Party – “Beers & Brats” – meet Republican candidates from 4pm- 6pm at Bechtold Park.






READING OF ORDINANCES
(1)  AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING CUTIVATORS, PROCESSORS, AND RETAIL DISPENSARIES 
    LICENSED UNDER CHAPTER 3796 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
    CULTIVATING, PROCESSING AND DISPENSING MARIJUANA AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
    (Third Reading)

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to adopt the ordinance. Motion carried by a 4-2 roll call vote. (Mr. Lynd & Mr. Fischesser voting “no”)
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                     ORDINANCE NO. 2017-53
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:53 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
