[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
OCTOBER 17, 2017 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in The Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrink, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser
Mayor Bemmes requested all to observe a moment of silence and prayers for the life of Carol Albrink, who passed away on October 14th, 2017.  Carol was the beloved wife of Councilman Dennis Albrink and mother of the Clerk of Council, Carla Kacher.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith and Law Director Dave Stevenson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes for the October 3rd a Regular Session and for October 10th a Legislative Session were approved without objection and without changes.
PUBLIC HEARING (7:40pm to 7:50pm)
The second of Two Public Hearings was held for the 2018-2020 Round of CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Formula Program.  Mrs. Linda Fitzgerald provided a brief overview of the CDBG program, a history of previous projects awarded to Reading by CDBG, guidelines for projects that can be funded and that cannot be funded by CDBG.  Mrs. Pearson provided an explanation of important information for Reading including: that we bring about $107,000 to the program formula per year with at least half coming to Reading or $161,000 for this three year round of CDBG, that our current funding request for Riesenberg Ave is in competition with 12 other communities and 17 projects that will be decided by November 1st, and then provided a question and answer session for council and the audience.  Q&A included: government owned building are not eligible, venues for sporting events are not eligible, that parks in non low to moderate income locations can only have ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) projects funded, that audience participation in the process is welcome, that any request can include the year but that rewarded funds would have to be spent in that year, and that the CDBG program will remain but have a flat funding by the Federal Government.  Mrs. Pearson wanted the Reading Administration to follow up on our Veterans Memorial Stadium scope to find out if making ADA upgrades could qualify.  The second Public Hearing for CDEBG will be on October 17th.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
Mike Seeger – Discussion on the Hilltop Fields centered on the ownership of property by the City of Reading or by the Reading Board of Education.  Mr. Stevenson suggested that the property parcels be identified for ownership and that a survey could be useful.  A current survey provided by to Reading Board of Education will be requested by the Administration to help clarify property ownership.  Council members expressed their opinions on the Hilltop site to Mr. Seeger.  The use of the site for athletic fields with some use for additional housing were discussed.  A request was made that the Reading Board of Education met their obligation to return the Hilltop site properties to the City of Reading as was stated in their literature shared during the New School Election Campaign.
Duane Mount – Discussion regarding the change of view from the Bolser Drive homes regarding new utility poles erected recently on the nearby school property.  The main concern is that they will be long term without these utilities eventually being run underground.  Council will look at the governing PDD for the area and if the poles are included in the PDD, then they may need to go underground.  There was also a concern about recent city improvements at Bolser Drive and Columbia Ave regarding stone walls and the possible removal and discard of the stone during the school construction.

COMMUNICATIONS
No Communications were received.
 

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Thanked Dennis Albrinck for attending the evenings Council Meeting.  Shared his condolence and prayers with Dennis.
- Shared condolences to Mike Kern and his family for the loss of his wife Nancy.
- Shared his invite and attendance to Our Lady Queen Mary for their 25th Anniversary.
- Thanked all the city employees for their fantastic efforts and wished that we could only do more.
- Thanked all the local businesses and organizations and requested your support to the businesses and to join the organizations.
- Stated that the Reading Police Department is an active member of the Hamilton County Heroin Coalition Task Force. 
- The city road engineers, GMA, the TEC traffic engineers are continuing to work on and look for funds and solutions to the potential traffic problems near the new school location. 
- The parking lot at Benson and Reading roads will be closed from October 30th until November 6th for final soil cleanup.  The property will be available to the city for development but continuing as a parking lot is requested.
- Knights of St Johns Halloween Party will be on October 21st from 7:00 to midnight, 21 and older only, $20/person Fire 
- Department runs for the first nine months of 2017 are up 16% over last year.

Safety service Director: Patrick Ross (provided by Mayor Bemmes) 
- Delivered in person the proposal for a CDBG for Riesenberg Ave. 
- Completed a review of the Millcreek Bench Project and waiting for Millcreek Water Shed’s review prior for contract award.
- Discussed with GMA about the feasibility of a roundabout (one or two lanes) at Columbia and Benson.
- Requests that the Door ordinance be tabled to allow for better definition and clarity to be added. 
- Councilman Gertz added that both precincts of Ward 2 will be voting at the St. Johns Church at Cooper and Jefferson Ave.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- The Police Department notified Mr. Stevenson of a registered sex offender in violation of several exclusion zones living on Peral Street.  A letter has been sent and an action will be initiated to force relocation should nothing happen in the next weeks.  
- Mr. Stevenson requested a discussion with Mr. Ross on an upcoming claim against the city.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- Mid October Collection Update
  $507,000 collected month to date.  Behind by $127,000 for October from last year with ten business days remaining.
- Mr. Gertz discussed activities to retain special council to take an action to challenge the state regarding taking over some of the municipalities tax collection responsibilities. Mr. Gertz verified that an ordinance before council to include the City of Reading in the action, had been reviewed by Mr. Stevenson and requested that the ordinance be passed this evening.  There is no dollar amount participation stated in the ordinance. Mr. Stevenson provide an explanation of the action, other municipalities participating in the action, our expected financial obligation and the importance of our participation.  

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- An ordinance will be provided to put half of the 2014-2015 rollback state funds that were put into the City General Fund into the 340 Capital Improvement Fund.  The future rollback funds will be split as they are received.
- Ms. Smith thanked all the department heads for their efforts on required paperwork to get bills paid on time to avoid late fees and to have very little bill carryover into 2018.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Provided an explanation on the Resolution before Council accepting the amounts and rates from the Budget Commission.
- Discussed the values of the Accrual Accounting Method and a suggestion to look into changing to this method.  Accounting method that records revenues and expenses when they are incurred, regardless of when cash is exchanged. The term "accrual" refers to any individual entry recording revenue or expense in the absence of a cash transaction.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Discussed the successful Electric Aggregation program that started in 2015 that had 97% participation.  A letter will be coming out stating that the program will be extended to 2020.  You do not have to do anything to remain in the program.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Schedule a meeting for this committee for Tuesday October 9th after the Council Meeting.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Distributed to Council two lease agreements provided by the Law Director for Veteran’s Stadium.  The agreements will separate Koenig Park from Veteran’s Stadium with the Reading City Schools Contract.  Mr. Cox requested that both ordinances be tabled to allow for Reading City School review and comments. 
- Scheduled a Ward One Q&A open discussion session for Tuesday, October 10th at 6:30pm.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Discussed the need for the Mobile Data Computers and Docks on the police cars.  Mr. Fischesser has requested that the Ordinance on the agenda be a first reading only so that other funding methods can be determined.
- Made the public aware that October is Breast Cancer Month.  This awareness has dropped a woman’s death rate from breast cancer by 38% from the late 1980s to 2014 and 297,000 less deaths. 
- Made the public aware that next week is Fire Protection Week.  This year’s theme is Every Second Counts – Plan Two ways Out.  We all need an escape plane with a map, two exits and yearly practice.  Remember the elderly for they are at a great risk.  

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Absent

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanked the Speed Family for their understanding and sharing of the lot during the VYO Pool Parking Lot Camp Out.
- Discussed the TABLED door ordinance and other requests needed at the City Pool.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Lindeman: Will be absent from next Tuesdays meeting and with Mr. Albrinck away for an extended period, needed legislation will require multiply meetings.
Mr. Ashbrock: Discussed the need to replace the Council Meeting recorder.  The meetings are required to be recorded.  With his extensive work background on this subject, Mr. Ashbrock indicated that he would provide a recommendation and support the purchase of equipment prior to next Tuesdays meeting.  Council members recommended that Mr. Ashbrock use his experience to decide the proper equipment.



READING OF RESOLUTIONS

(1) A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to adopt the Resolution. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED                              RESOLUTION NO. 	2017-R48


READING OF ORDINANCES

(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO REPLACE AND INSTALL DOORS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. (A Second Reading)

This ordinance was motioned to be TABLED during LAWS AND CONTRACTS with the motion made by Mr. Fischesser and seconded by Mr. Ashbrock and carried by a voice vote.  

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,506.28 FOR THE FIRE ENGINE FROM THE FIRE/EMS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (242.310.5990.00) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the Ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                              ORDINANCE NO.	2017-49
(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO FRED A NEMANN CO. FOR THE BENSON STREET STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, AND PAYING THEM AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $350,000.00 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Cox to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to adopt the Ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                              ORDINANCE NO.	2017-50
(4) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO BARRETT PAVING FOR THE GALBRAITH ROAD / COLUMBIA AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS, AND PAYING THEM AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $450,000.00 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Fischesser to suspend the rules requiring a second and third reading. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the Ordinance. Motion carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.
ORDINANCE ADOPTED                              ORDINANCE NO.	2017-51
(5) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE NEW MOBILE DATA COMPUTERS AND DOCKS THROUGH THE REGIONAL CRIME INFORMATION CENTER OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY CLEAR SYSTEM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

This ordinance was declared a first reading only.

(6) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO EXTEND THE CURRENT STADIUM CONTRACT WITH READING CITY SCHOOLS TO DECEMBER 31, 2017 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

This ordinance was motioned to be TABLED during LAWS AND CONTRACTS with the motion made by Mr. Lindeman and seconded by Mr. Cox and carried by a voice vote.

(7) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A TWO YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT FOR VETERANS MEMORIAL STADIUM AND BEMMES FIELD WITH READING CITY SCHOOLS STARTING JANUARY 1, 2018 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   

This ordinance was motioned to be TABLED during LAWS AND CONTRACTS with the motion made by Mr. Lindeman and seconded by Mr. Cox and carried by a voice vote.



ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:47 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER (provided by Cris Nesbitt)            CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
