CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JANUARY 16, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Duane Mount – Addressed Council regarding his concerns as to the increasing number of reports of thefts in the area.  Also expressed his concern about the numerous potholes around the City.

COMMUNICATIONS
Mayors Monthly Disbursement Report:  345 Bench Warrants Issued, 687 Cases Heard, $14,549.00 collected.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Gave the “State of the City” address.  For the full address please visit http://www.icrctv.com/communities, 
  click on “Reading,” and then click “Reading City Council 01-16-2018”

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Public Works – 12-13 water main breaks already this year.  Appreciate resident’s patience.  May see some cloudiness afterwards but keep the water running and it should clear up.
- Salt - 300 tons on site down at the garage, another 300 tons set to be delivered and 200 tons on the river.  No more can be obtained for the remainder of the Season.
- Police – making several arrests for thefts around our area.  Some of these arrests are occurring after being pulled over or cited for something else.  
- Duke Energy Pipeline Siting Board should start up again in February

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Received a proposed ordinance on the tax matter that we would have to enact pretty quickly. Should expect the next week or the following.  The ordinance is regarding changes that need to be made to the tax code.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- End of the year treasury report (attached).  This report can also be found on Ohiocheckbook.com  
 Ended 2017 with a total of $7,267,832.00 (-0.6% short of the previous year)
- Thanked all of the residents that attended the inauguration on January 1, 2018 at the Haffey Field House and a special thanks to Brad Wenstrup who was the key-note speaker for the event.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- (Report given by Tony Gertz)  Back into audit time and has already met with the Auditors last week. Plattenburg will be the audit once again. The following will be Audited this year: Year 2016, Year 2017, GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) will be completed for 2017.  Started preparing the documents necessary along with several City Employees.  Trying to get the Audits completed as early as possible to stay away from needing extensions.
The auditors will be back weekly to pick up documents and then will be here the week of February 5-9.
They will be back February 13.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
-  Down from our projections of last year (2-3%).  Anticipate the earnings tax will continue to grow as it has this past year.  Actively pursuing the folks who are working on the new school site to be taxed.  We need to analyze our revenue sources in the coming year.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Duke Energy - Eagleview subdivision – 4 hour increments for underground utility boxes beginning at 8:00 am tomorrow, Wednesday, January 17

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Next committee meeting will be set at a later date.
- Next Council meeting (January 23) will be at 7:00 pm and will include the School Board.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Meeting held with school to discuss new stadium/parks contract.  In attendance, 4 board members, superintendent and new treasurer.  Ideas and feedback presented from both sides.  Ongoing discussions to take place with school reps coming to next council meeting on 1/23/2018.  Meeting to start at 7, rather than 7:30.  Current contract to expire on 1/31/2018.
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Committee meeting to be scheduled in the next couple of weeks to go over pig topic which was presented early last month.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Committee Meeting scheduled for February 27 at 6:30 in the Caucus Room.  Discussion topic will be about on-street Parking.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Service department will be out repairing the numerous potholes that have developed around the City due to the thawing and freezing temperatures

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Requested a status as to the new doors at the Pool (will call Patrick for update)
- Currently taking applications for part-time jobs at the Pool.  Applications must be in by January 31.  Applications can be obtained at City Hall
- Committee Meeting February 6 at 6:30 pm in the Caucus room to review park rentals

READING OF ORDINANCES
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Tim Cox - 2017 residential sales were the best
Tony Gertz – suggested changing up the order of the Council reports


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:18 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
