CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
FEBRUARY 6, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Cox to excuse Mr. Lindeman.  Motion carried 

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Duane Mount – Addressed Council regarding his concerns as to traffic issues during the Mount Notre Dame busses.  Offered to video the traffic and 

Gene Ketter – (1) Requested an update in regard to the Duke Pipeline.  Patrick Ross said they’ll be restarting the application process.  Gene reported that Duke Energy is surveying West Street.  Drilling is being conducted for the surveying process.
(2) Requested the name of the trucking outfit that is circling his neighborhood at multiple times throughout the day and night.  Patrick Ross will investigate and report back to Mr. Ketter.  (3) Requested an update on the prospects of Riesenberg Lane. Mr. Ross explained that CDAAP has a one time economic grant/loan of $900,000 that has to be spent by the end of 2018.  The City of Reading applied for $300,000 of the available $900,000 to improve the current Riesenberg lane all the way back to MSD (Developers interested in the old DOW site).

Judy Bale – Voiced her opinion in regard to the contract with the School for the Stadium & Parks.  Mayor Bo Bemmes clarified that the City has been in contract with the School for 16 years (since 2001).  The lease amount started at $8,000 a year and increases by 3% each year.  Mr. Fischesser explained the differences between the two contracts that have been on the table over the past few months.  Mr. Cox – vote on February 27 for the Stadium.  Current ordinance that will be voted on: 2 year deal starting Jan 1, 2018 through December 2019 for $25,000 (to include the parks).  Judy’s position is that she’d like to see the City agree to Mr. Cox’s $25,000 contract that will be on the floor for its vote on February 27.  

Kevin Parker – Suggested the schools take over the stadium and obtain Corporate Sponsorships to improve the property.

James Shelton – (1) Requested the Council Minutes be updated on the website.  (2) Questioned what the price of the maintenance of the Stadium and parks are from year to year.  Mr. Fischesser gave the estimate that was acquired for the Service Expense for Veterans Memorial Stadium for the 2017 year.  Mowing, 2 hours, 35 times a year; Trimming/Edging, 3 hours, 17 times a year; Restroom Cleaning, 4 hours, per week during soccer/football season and 0.5 hours per week during the off season; Cleaning after football, 3-5 hours, each game during the season; Cleaning after Soccer, 1 hour, each event (typically 2 games); Aerify turf, 6 hours, 2-3 times/season; Maintain irrigation, 5 hours, each season; Fertilizer application $1,200 yearly (estimated); Grass seed $600 yearly; Water $5,561.16; Gas & Electric $3,863.  (3) Asked Council: Is there a written contract that the Hilltop Land reverts to the City?  Answer: no.

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENT: Special Council Meeting being held Feb 13 at 6:30 pm – purpose of the meeting – discuss the Hilltop Property.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our condolences and deepest prayers go out to the families of Dick Jones and Dave Stephan
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed Parks improvements and American Legion Festival Fireworks. 
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and 
  elected officials or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate 
  is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at 
  www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to 
  call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our 
  efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY 
  IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is 
  encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all 
  of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 
  513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- ICRC = $40,000 per year (over years we cut Fine Arts fund, YSB, Senior Citizen trips, Historical Society, American Legion 
  fireworks, Rec Dir and City Clerk from FT to PT saves over $80,000 per year, eliminated outside janitorial service for 
  General Offices, eliminated SSD car
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our schools and residents to work thru the challenges and concerns this 
  exciting 215,000 square foot $52 million dollar ($27 million from the State) project brings.
- We must review our Zoning Code as parts of it contribute to flooding possibilities and discourages economic development
- Religious Freedoms, the right to practice and live out your Religious beliefs both privately and publicly, now enforced by 
  Trump administration
- Reading businesses can now post their job openings for free on the Great Oaks website at 
  www.greatoaks.com/business=industry click on post jobs here and it will stay on 1 month then you can re-post
- I will be having Mayors Forums on the 4th Tuesday of each month (2/27 at 6pm in our Council Chambers) Everyone is 
  welcome to discuss any city issues the March Mayors Forum date will be on the 13th at 6pm as the last week of March is 
  Spring break
- Our American Legion will be hosting a fundraiser for this year’s fireworks on March 3 at the Legion
- On 2/10 the Eagles will be hosting the God/Flag/Country oratory contest
- On 3/24 the Eagles will be having their annual Spring Fling Dance that benefits our Fire Dept
- On Saturday March 24 from 4:30pm to 7:00pm St. John’s United Church of Christ will be having their German Heritage 
  Dinner with the proceeds going to the Bob Christophel Memorial Scholarship Fund that supports Reading High School 
- On June 8, 1919 our WW1 Doughboy Monument Dedication ceremony was held. I will be working with our Historical 
  Society to plan a special 100th year anniversary ceremony next year 
- January Fire Department: 229 Fire Incidents – Record number
- January Service Department: 400 tons of Salt used, 500 tons left
- January Police Department: 982 calls for service

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Executive Session for purposes of discussing Service Department wages 
- Working with the Port Authority – Dow site – working with them to find a good end user.  Still not over the environmental issue there.
- Gas aggregation for the last 12 months (Energy Alliance): Total Savings $31,187.00.  2,112 households participating year to date.  Little under 2/3 of our total residents that participate.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- January 2018 Income Tax report (attached).  $633,108 total income taxes collected (-5.8% from last year).

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- No Report (Absent).


COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
-  Have not received the certification from the Budget Commission.  Until we receive this we cannot develop and complete our permanent appropriations.  
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report (Absent).

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Next committee meeting will February 20 at 6:30 pm.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Last week Council met during a Special Meeting to vote and pass an extension for the Stadium until February 28.  Next week a new two-year deal will be presented to Council for a vote.
- Wants to look into other ways of communicating with the community.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- There is an ordinance on the agenda this evening for the purchase of two new police SUVs.  This is the annual replacement program and I would ask council to pass this so the units can be ordered.

As you will recall, we had a cruiser struck last year that was totaled out by the insurance company.  That settlement was credited to the general fund ($12,107.09) and they ended up operating without purchasing an additional vehicle to replace it.  Accordingly, that set us back 1 year in the transition from the Taurus sedan models to the Explorer SUVs.  Barring any issues, this year's purchase should put us back on course and future years would only call for replacing vehicle equipment as needed due to damage/age/serviceability. 
 
Overall costs are roughly $4200 more than 2017 due to:
	1	Increase in the vehicle cost for 2018 = +$1308 ($654 x 2).
	2	They reused equipment from the wrecked vehicle last year and installed it in one of the new 2017 vehicles, which reduced the overall costs of the switchover last year = +$2946 for 2018.
	3	Equipping these vehicle for the upcoming new MDC’s (costs were already approved by council) = +$210.  

The much anticipated MDTs have been on order for some time and should be delivered the first quarter of this year.  Last year we approved the purchase and installation of the units. However, the actual cost of these will be coming out of this year’s capital monies.
The third thing on the police department wish list that Chief Snow would like council to consider is replacing three radar units. The current ones are reaching the end of their usability. In the past, the units were purchased by the state and given to the department for their participation in state traffic safety campaigns such as Click it or Ticket and Don’t Drink and Drive. However, the state has discontinued this program and replacement once again falls on the communities. Each unit costs approximately $2,500.00.  I know the capital fund is pretty tight this year however when the finance committee meets again I would like to take a look at this fund and see if we could at least start a replacement schedule with one unit.
While meeting with Chief Snow to review their capital needs, we did discuss overall crime in the city and how it compares to other years.  Overall, of the 10 categories tracked, 2017 shows close to the same numbers or a slight decrease when compared to 2015 and 2016.  The one exception is drug violations.  Obviously Reading is not immune to the heroin epidemic gripping the nation and it shows with the 25% increase.  I will include all of the crime statistics on my Facebook post in the next week or so.
Finally, the Public Health and Safety Committee will be meeting of February 27th at 6:30. The main thrust will be to review and update the parking ordinances. 
I will remind council that I will be out of town for the next two meetings. 

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Is looking forward to Columbia Avenue being paved.  Galbraith & Benson planned to be paved this year as well.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Committee met this evening and it was decided that all fees would stay the same except the Athletic Rentals at the Haffey Field House - raised slightly.
- 2 ordinances to address the minimum wage increase will be presented for passage next week for the Seasonal help at the Pool
- Clean-up Reading Day - April 21 from 10am-noon.  Meeting at the small shelter at Koenig park.  Road assignments will be given, cleanup until noon, Fire Department cooking hotdogs afterwards.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Service Department wages at 9:36 pm.  Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Fiscesser to return at 9:48 pm.
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE TWO (2) POLICE VEHICLES 
   THROUGH THE STATE COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2018-08

  
OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:50 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
