CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2018 – 6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock.  President of Council Cris Nesbitt made a motion to excuse Mr. Fischesser, motion carried by voice vote.
Other City Officials Present:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

SPECIAL MEETING:
School Board Members in attendance: Chuck Lafata, Kevin Kaiser, Beth Warnery, Colette Lewis

Councilman Don Lindeman: My committee, Utilities, Buildings and Lands, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Ashbrock and I called this special meeting to begin a dialogue with the school board, city council, the administration and the citizens of Reading concerning the Hilltop School property.  

Here are some facts that we know:
(1) The Hilltop School Property has been surveyed and is a little over 11 acres.
(2) A portion of the Hilltop City Park shelter is on the school property.
(3) [bookmark: _GoBack]The school Board put in their tax levy literature that this property would revert back to the City.  There is no deed to substantiate this information.

Councilman Bob Ashbrock gave a Powerpoint Presentation regarding the current Hilltop School Site and future land development ideas (Ball fields, additional housing, possible condominiums)

Chuck Lafata – At one point football field was considered but it was decided it wouldn’t be feasible due to lights, noise etc.  Would be in favor of competition baseball/softball fields.

Judy Bale – Who will be responsible for maintaining the roads.  Answer: The City.

Mike Seeger - Would consider leaving the – Requested a timeline for meetings, discussions, dates for decision making.

James Shelton (1) Why is this meeting limited to the Hilltop Property.  Answer (Don Lindeman): Due to it’s potential land development.  (2) Inquired about average size of Reading homes.  Answer(Tim Cox): 1,700-1,900 sq ft per two story.  Would like to see Hilltop used for housing.  Hopeful for more public amenities.

Kevin Kaiser – It’s difficult to pin down a “decisioning date” but ongoing discussions and meetings with City Council and the community will continue.

Stacy Cunningham – Larger picture needed to bring in the developers and residents desired.  Townhome or condos would be good for the Community.  Improvement of the Recreational Facilities: Football Stadium.  Possibly a Recreation Center for local communities (Deer Park, Dillionvale, etc.)?  

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM.
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