CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
FEBRUARY 20, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Lindeman.
Motion made President of Council Cris Nesbitt excuse Mr. Fischesser.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson 
& Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Stacy Cunningham – Requested the Council Meeting Minutes be updated to the City of Reading website. 

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our Hearts and Prayers go out to every family that lost a loved one in the tragic school shooting in Florida last week. Since then we have been ask what we do as a city and what our schools do to keep our students safe. It has always been a top priority for me as the Mayor of our City to work very closely with all of our schools and Patrick and I along with our Police and Fire Chiefs, our CPW, our Parks and Rec Director do just that.  Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed ParkS improvements and American Legion Fest Fireworks. 
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials  or watch our council meetings 24/7
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- Please sign up for our CODE RED EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROGRAM by going to our web page at www.readingohio.org or call city hall at 733-3725
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch group AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 513-733-4122.
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our schools and residents to work thru the challenges and concerns this exciting 215,000 sq ft $52 million dollar( $27 million from the State) project brings
- Religious Freedoms ,the right to practice and live out your Religious beliefs both privately and publicly, now enforced by Trump administration
- I will be having Mayors Forums next Tuesday  (2/27 at 6pm in our Council Chambers) Everyone is welcome to discuss any city issues the March Mayors Forum date will be on the 13th at 6pm as the last week of March is Spring break
- Our American Legion will be hosting a fundraiser for this years fireworks on March 3 at the Legion
- On 2/10 the Eagles hosted another outstanding God/Flag/Country oratory contest
- On 3/24 the Eagles will be having their annual Spring Fling Dance that benefits our Fire Dept
- On Saturday March 24 from 4;30 to 7pm St Johns United Church of Christ will be having their German Heritage Dinner with the proceeds going to the bob Christophel Memorial Scholarship Fund that supports Reading High School 
- We need to get the help our Building Dept requested at a Zoning Committee meeting to them soon as our Building
- Departments inspections at the new school site will soon become more frequent, time consuming and vital to the long term benefit of our community
- Riesengerg Lane will be widened this year. This will help with developing the 40 plus acre former Dow/Cinti Drum properties which will add jobs and revenue for our City and will provide a better access road for MSD to get to their treatment/storage tanks that were installed to keep 52 million gallons of raw sewerage out of the Millcreek every year. The VYO ballfields will remain
- Congrats to RHS CHL wrestling champs Wilbur Compress, Dustin Robins, Colton Robins and Issia Johnson
- Our VYO had another outstanding basketball season keeping close to 275 boys and girls busy learning basic fundamentals of basketball and learning teamwork and sportsmanship. Thanks again to all the incredible volunteers for all our youth athletic teams

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Chief Owens – if we don’t attend and take part in training we won’t receive funding (ex. Catastrophic events)
- Water rate study –still working with Mr. Albrinck and Mr. Lindeman.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- February income tax update.  $415,258.80 total income taxes collected.
- As you all recall, awhile ago the City of Reading joined with 132 other communities in the State of Ohio and filed a lawsuit against the State regarding the implementation of HB 49 which originally was forcing companies doing business in the State of Ohio to use the Ohio Business Gateway (OBG) to file their Net Profits taxes.  Subsequently, due to all of the upheaval and complaints by cities across the state, the State made the OBG filing optional for businesses.  Initially, I believe the State was going to charge the Cities 1% of the total dollars being collected which subsequently dropped to a 1/2% fee.

Regardless, the bottom line is, the State is superseding the Constitutional Rights of the Cities in the State of Ohio to manage how taxes are collected in their respective jurisdictions by forcing this approach dictated in HB 49 on everyone.  The result was a lawsuit against the State by 133 communities to obtain a injunction from the court to stop this initiative, which in many people's view is just the first step by the State to take over all Tax collections from communities. (More Big Government Which We Definitely Don’t Want)  This is just one more step by the State government to attack the independence of our communities.

The case was heard last week by the Court.  A finding (hopefully an injunction) will be provided by the judge by February 23.

HB 49 dictated that all cities adopt the bill by January 31st.  This date was extended for cities involved in the lawsuit to February 24th.  HB 49 states that Cities that do not adopt this law could lose their ability to collect any taxes.  We obviously don’t wish this to occur.  The Ordinance is written such that if the injunction occurs we can immediately move to retract the majority of HB 49 changes which are primarily defined in Section 880.25 of our Tax Code.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- The 2016 and 2017 Audit is currently underway. We are mostly done with 2016 and have made good strides on 2017. We hope to be finished before April if all parties have time to complete their work on the audit.
- I applied for a Main Street Grant through Deluxe. We came in the top 10 but were short of the top 5 that the people would vote on. It would have been $500,000.00 for improvements along Reading’s Main Street Area. I will apply for this grant again when it comes up.
- The Bureau of Workers Compensation payment was paid in full early this year to get a percentage back for paying in full. With that said I have to shift payments that I do yearly. This also helps to cut down paper, postage, check costs, envelope costs, etc.
- Every month I transfer a portion of the City Earnings Tax Fund to the Streets & Curbs Fund. I will delay this until we are caught up for paying BWC for the entire year.
- All checks that I write are uploaded on Ohiocheckbook.com.  This is to help to build transparency.
- We are having a WEThrive! Meeting next Monday at 5:30-6:30. One of our hot topics will be a Farmer’s Market. So, please come out and join us. Our contact from Hamilton County Public Health is looking into if we qualify for grant funds if we are deemed a fresh food desert.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
-  Have not received the certification from the Budget Commission.  Until we receive this we cannot develop and complete our permanent appropriations.  
- Will be looking into current funds as to what can be used towards future projects.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Took part in a meeting with Patrick Ross and Denny Albrinck regarding Water meters.  Replacement parts are more expensive than it is to just replace the meter.  Small savings for more accurate readings from newer meters.
- Still working on the 109 properties the City owns.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee met and continued discussion for the various positions within the building department.  Would like to arrange for Dan Brooks to attend a future Council meeting.  In the past it was requested for an Intern for the department to help with the work load.
- Called a meeting for Thursday March 15 at 7:00 pm to discuss Land Use Issues 

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Expressed desire with wanting to pass the stadium lease agreement this evening in order to move forward.  We added different language to the contract after the first reading last week.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- No Report (Absent)
SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Next committee meeting March 6 at 6:00 pm

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanked everyone for passing the ordinances updating the salaries for the seasonal pool help
- We received the Reds Youth Baseball Grant of $5,500.00.  This is used for ball field maintenance.
- Clean-up Reading Day - April 21 from 10am-noon.  Meeting at the small shelter at Koenig park.  Road assignments will be given, cleanup until noon, Fire Department cooking hotdogs afterwards.
- Pool sign ups starting first three Saturdays of May.  Would like to revisit the ordinance to replace the pool doors.
- If anyone can donate to the Parks Foundation for the July 1 Fireworks please contact Patrick Ross.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A LEASE 
   AGREEMENT WITH READING COMMUNITY SCHOOLS FOR THE USE AND MAINTENANCE OF 
   CITY FACILITIES FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
   (Second Reading)
Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2018-11

(2) TO AMEND THE CITY INCOME TAX CODE TO ADOPT SECTIONS 718.80 THROUGH 718.95 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE (AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Mr. Ashbrock, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading. Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to adopt the ordinance.  Motion passed by a 6-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                           ORDINANCE NO. 2018-12

  
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Requested the sign going from Reading into Lockland be lighted.  Mayor Bo Bemmes said the conduit that would have to be run would not look OK.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:50 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
