CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MARCH 20, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made President of Council Cris Nesbitt excuse Mr. Cox & Mr. Lindeman.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Law Director Dave Stevenson & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Stacy Cunningham –Addressed Council regarding the planned traffic pattern around the new High School (specifically exiting out of the high school onto Bolser), Hill Street development, future economic developments for the City and interest in entertaining the idea of “Trash Bash” (Reading’s “Clean Up Reading Day” April 21 2018 is our day for this type of event).

Duane Mount – Inquired as to whether or not there is a final traffic plan for the new high school in regard to Bolser, Benson and Columbia.  Plan is in place, possible grants are in the process of being approved for road improvements.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our condolences go out to Dave Moore and his family on the passing of Dave’s wife Cynthia, also condolences to the 
  family of Ben Browning
- On March 20 I had my 3rd Mayors Forum this year. We have discussed possibilities for the future of Central/hilltop school sites, the proposed 20’” in diameter natural gas pipeline, the very challenging budgets that both our schools and city face, the need for our schools and organizations to help our service department to prepare and maintain the fields, the possibility of our Reading schools owning and seeking grants to improve Veterans Memorial stadium and we spoke about the possibility of a Parks Levy. I will have another Mayors Forum on Tuesday April 24 at 6pm here in our Council Chambers. Everyone is welcome. Any issue or concern that effects our city is open for discussion. We will continue discussions on the work the city is doing to address future traffic concerns near the new pre k thru 12 school {we are seeking all available Federal, State, County and local grants}, challenges and needs in our parks and on our athletic fields, the future of Hilltop and Central school sites and any other areas of concern that come up.
- Our RHS Marching Band will perform in the Cinti Reds opening day parade. Thanks to all who saved band
- I want to thank the Cinti Reds Community Fund for their support over the past 5 years for us as a city and our VYO. We do 3 community service projects each year and have received approx. $35,000 in support which has bought us infield dirt, a civil engineers plans on how to bring the big baseball field at Koenig up to recommended standards, equipment and uniforms for our VYO ball players as well as Reds game tickets and our VYO kids get to walk around Great American Field before a Reds game each year. I want to thank Richard Pavilak for the encouragement to get in touch with the Reds Community Fund and Susan Slavey, Bonnie Rack and Tom Lynd for making sure we do what we need to do each year to receive the funds
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 513-733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. 
  AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE!
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our Reading Community Schools and residents to address the many challenges and concerns the new 215,000 sq ft Pre K thru 12 school building brings. Our road and traffic engineers looked at the possibility of a roundabout at the top of Benson at the entry to the new school and recommended against the idea because it would take up way too much real estate to be a proper 2 lane roundabout, a single lane would not be efficient, roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly, they are not young driver friendly. A roundabout at Fuhrman and Ridge was also researched and was determined to be very costly as several homes would have to be purchased and demolished to make room
- On 3/24 the Eagles will be having their annual Spring Fling Dance that benefits our Fire Dept
- On Saturday March 24 from 4;30 to 7pm St Johns United Church of Christ will be having their German Heritage Dinner with the proceeds going to the Bob Christophel Memorial Scholarship Fund 
- Our Easter Egg hunt will be on March 31 at 10am at the Pool parking lot
- 4/21 litter clean-up day 10am Koenig small pavilion Please help keep our city litter free all year
- We need to get the help our Building Department requested at a Zoning Committee meeting to them soon as our Building Departments inspections at the new school site will soon become more frequent, time consuming and vital to the long term benefit of our community
- Riesenberg Lane will be improved and lengthened this year. This will help with developing the 40 plus acre former Dow/Cinti Drum properties which will add jobs and revenue for our City and will provide a better access road for MSD to get to their treatment/storage tanks that were installed to keep 52 million gallons of raw sewerage out of the Millcreek every year. The VYO ballfields will remain
- 2018 paving: Columbia {Reading rd to Hunt} Galbraith {Reading rd to Ron Reagan} Benson st near Bunny ct sewer collapse
- HAPPT EASTER to EVERYONE!

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- To the Council of the City of Reading: 

The following is the annual report of the activities of my office for the year 2017, as required by Ohio Revised Code section 733.62.  All statements, unless otherwise indicated, reflect activities as they appeared at year-end, December 31, 2017.
Monies Received
	No funds were received in connection with litigation or collection by this office in 2017.  
Mayor’s Court
	Data regarding prosecutions and fines collected has previously been provided to Council by Mayor Bemmes and Police Chief Snow.
Sex Offenders
	Several offenders established residences within the City in violation of RC 2950.034 which prohibits such offenders from residing with 1000 feet of school premises or day care premises.  Default judgment was taken as to one of the offenders who did not relocate when advised of his violation.  He has since moved.   All others that were notified chose to relocate voluntarily.
Pending Litigation
	There is one matter that remains pending:  
	City of Athens et al. v. Ohio Tax Commissioner et al.; Case No. 17CVH 11-10258, in the Franklin county Court of Common Pleas.  This is the HB 49 litigation regarding the imposition of tax collection changes by the State of Ohio. Reading is a participant.  
	Reading also remains an interested party in the matter of the Duke Central Corridor Pipeline Expansion.  Duke withdrew its pending application to further study the impact of the routes and certain environmental and commercial concerns that were brought to its attention by the City of Reading and others.  It is anticipated that the application will be refiled in 2018.  There is no further activity to report at this time.
Potential and Threatened Litigation
	None.
Other
	Council, when necessary, will be asked to approve the employment of attorneys who may handle specific matters on an as needed basis.  In the past, the following attorneys have handled matters involving Mayor’s Court appeals and conflicts of interest, specific legal opinions on individual matters, land appropriations advice, and economic development.  The list does not include others who consult directly with the Administration and Civil Service Commission on employment, collective bargaining, and civil service matters.

	Mike Peck
         Matt Broo
         John Meckstroth
         Joe Braun	
	Other issues will be addressed as they arise.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- March income tax update.  $449,149.36 total income taxes collected ($119,000 short of our target, 8 business days left).

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Offered her assistance with bettering communication within the City, requested City initiatives to be brought to her and 
  also reminded folks that any check written from the City of Reading can be found on the OhioCheckBook website.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- As soon as we get the certification from the Budget Commission we will work on the final appropriations.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report (Absent).

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Will be looking for the written communication from the Building administrator in regard to a request for an intern.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- I am continuing to work on finishing up the regulation updates concerning parking of trucks and trailers in residential areas.  I will continue to mention this in my reports as we go through the process in hopes that our citizens have time to respond with any concerns or questions they may have.
Even though they are calling for 2-4" of snow tomorrow, Spring is here and with it comes some issues that we all should be aware of.
First, like bears, the change thieves will be coming out of hibernation and walking the neighborhoods looking for open vehicles.  Keep your cars locked and valuables safely secured.  
Second, traffic around the Reading Garden Center will be increasing.  In addition, fragrances from the fresh flowers evidentially causes some people to forget how to drive and park.  So, please stay alert in the area and drive safely.
I would like to extend my condolences to the family of Bill Waddell, father of Carrie Gallo and also to Mike, Val, and Nate Robinson on the death of Margie Robinson; the former owner of Hoops Sports Bar.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Will be providing a written summary of the Committee Meeting two weeks ago.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- March 31 Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am at Haffey Field House
- Clean-up Reading Day: April 21 from 10am-noon.  Meeting at the small shelter at Koenig park.  Road assignments will 
  be given, cleanup until noon, Fire Department cooking hotdogs afterwards.
- Pool sign ups starting first three Saturdays of May.  Would like to revisit the ordinance to replace the pool doors.
- If anyone can donate to the Parks Foundation for the July 1 Fireworks please contact Patrick Ross.

READING OF ORDINANCES
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Complimented Bob Ashbrock on the meeting he led last week for/with the Public.
          We’ve received a grant for Ward 1 for a major Storm Sewer project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:16 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
