CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
APRIL 3, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock, Mr. Lindeman & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Treasurer Mel Gertz, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our condolences go out the family of Linda Boehner Meineke 58 yrs old  (husband Jeff) visitation Sunday 4-7 at hodapp in west Chester. Also our condolences to Jim Stewart and his family on the passing of Jim’s mother
- It was awesome to see our RHS Marching Band perform in the Cinti Reds opening day parade.
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city.
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our Reading Community Schools and residents to address the many challenges and concerns the new 215,000 sq ft Pre K thru 12 school building brings. Our road and traffic engineers looked at the possibility of a roundabout at the top of Benson at the entry to the new school and recommended against the idea because it would take up way too much real estate to be a proper 2 lane roundabout, a single lane would not be efficient, roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly, they are not young driver friendly. A roundabout at Fuhrman and Ridge was also researched and was determined to be very costly as several homes would have to be purchased and demolished to make room
- Thanks to all who attended the Eagles annual Spring Fling Dance that benefits our Fire Dept
- Our Easter Egg hunt was well attended and all had fun
- 4/11 mission Commiission Bingo at St Petes bingo hall
- 4/14 SPPA trivia night at Haffet Fieldhouse
- 4/21 litter clean up day 10am Koenig small pavilion Please help keep our city litter free all year
- We need to get the help our Building Department requested at a Zoning Committee meeting to them soon as our Building Departments inspections at the new school site will soon become more frequent, time consuming and vital to the long term benefit of our community
- 2018 paving: Columbia {Reading rd to Hunt}   Galbraith  {Reading rd to Ron Reagan} Benson st near Bunny ct sewer collapse, Riesenberg Lane extension project will help with future jobs/businesses on 46 acres of underutilized land
- At the end of 2017 our Police Chief Scott Snow was awarded the Sons of the American Revolution prestigious Law enforcement commendation medal for his exemplary work as a Police Officer. This medal is given to those who have served with devotion and distinction in the field of law Enforcement
- SPPA Principal Glenda Donnelly was chosen from more than 150,000 Catholic teachers and administrators nationwide to receive the 2018 Lead, Learn and Proclaim award. The award goes to the person who shows strong Catholic educational values. I have watched Glenda do just about anything that needs to be done at the Academy
- Just two years ago Supreme court Justice Samuel Alito stated after the Supreme Court refused to consider a family owned pharmacies objection to a Washington State regulation forcing them to stock and sell emergency contraceptives, “if this is a sign of how Religious Liberty claims will be treated in the years ahead, those who value Religious Freedoms have cause for great concern”  After the Obama administration put it in place and attempted to force Christians across our great nation to fund abortion drugs in their health care plans, it faced major lawsuits from organizations like Little Sisters of the poor, to businesses like Hobby Lobby. Now an association of Catholic employers is the latest organization to win a victory in court against the Obama administrations abortion agenda. The Obamacare Health and Human Services mandate forcing Catholic non-profits to provide abortion inducing drugs was dealt a lethal blow by U.S. district Judge David Russell who issued a permanent injunction stopping our Federal Government from enforcing the mandate against the Catholics Benefits Association stating the mandate was illegal and violated the Religious Freedoms Restoration Act.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report (Absent)

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- March 2018 Income Tax report (attached).  $544,142.00 total income taxes collected (-4.2% from last year).
- If anyone needs any help with their taxes please call us at 513-733-0300.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Auditors were here last week for the 2017 Audit.  Sabrina will need to follow-up with a few grants we received.
- Another year and a half left needing to transfer money for the Homestead Act.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Have not received the certification from the Budget Commission.  Until we receive this we cannot develop and complete 
  our permanent appropriations.  
- Committee Meeting Wednesday April 11 at 10:00 am in the Caucus Room.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Was given information about wireless communications, towers and systems by Dave Stevenson.  Was asked to rush an ordinance – Patrick is currently working on the ordinance.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- In the past we were awarded a $50K planning grant that funded the flood study.  Hamilton County has announced that another $100K is available for planning grants.
- Committee Meeting Tuesday, April 10 at 6:30 pm.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Committee Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 10 at 5:30 p.m.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
-On March 21, 2018, Kidde recalled their dual-sensor (photoelectric and ionization) smoke alarms - model PI9010 
 (DC/battery powered) and model PI2010 (AC/hardwired) both with the date code 2016 Sep. 10 through 2017 Oct. 13.
A yellow cap left on during the manufacturing process can cover one of the two smoke sensors and compromise the smoke alarm's ability to detect smoke, posing a risk of consumers not being alerted to a fire in their home. Approximately 452,000 of these units were sold in the U.S.
- Please go to our web page www.readingohio.org for further information or go to www.kidde.com for directions on identifying the effected units and registering for a replacement.
- My condolences to the family of Lynda Boehner Meineke who passed away last Friday.


SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
PERSONNEL
- There are presently thirteen members of the Service Department plus Darrell Courtney, Chief of Public Works. Preferred number is sixteen based upon two drivers for each of the seven snow routes plus a mechanic for each crew. There are over thirty different areas of responsibilities for the Service Department and the level of service is negatively impacted with the present number of employees presently employed.
- Chief Mechanic Steve Greiner will be off work for four months to address an injury suffered while working. Ricky and Rob Huneck are planning to retire at the end of this year or the beginning of next. Kevin Knizner is planning to retire at the end of 2019. Other individuals (Bill Stone, Steve Greiner) can retire at any time. There are some who may be looking for another job in another city.
- The Service Department “loses” a full time worker for ten days a month to help read meters. If the proposed program of replacing water meters becomes a reality, this situation will be alleviated.

VEHICLES/EQUIPMENT
- One ton dump – c. $45,000. Need stronger springs. Propose replacing a 1989 and 1990 truck with this one (two for one)
- ½ Ton Pickup – c. $25,000, for the Service Department use.
- One ton panel truck – c$45,000 for use by the Water Department
- ½ ton Pickup - $25,000 for the Parks
- Mulcher – $50,000 with trade-in ($8,000)
- Street Sweeper: $250,000 new. Used vehicles, contract for service, rent vehicle. Vac-all and Street Sweeper continue 
  to deteriorate.
- Salt Bin – Moneys could be appropriated for staff to “fix” our present salt bins and to add capacity for storage. 
 Presently we can “store” 800 tons of salt. Our annual average is 1200 tons. Recommended storage is 1 ½ times 
 annual average (1800 tons)
- Truck Lift
- Jacks
SERVICE COMMITTEE PROJECTS FOR 2018
Storm Sewer – East Benson from Lory to Hill
Galbraith to Cross County Repaving
Columbia Avenue from Reading to Hunt Repaving
Approaches on Columbia before and after the bridge by Koenig
Catch Basin on Hill at Benson

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Thanked everyone for voting for the Door replacements at the pool.
- Clean-up Reading Day - April 21 from 10am-noon.  Meeting at the small shelter at Koenig park.  Road assignments will be given, cleanup until noon, Fire Department cooking hotdogs afterwards.
- Pool sign-ups beginning in May.  9am-12pm at Haffey Field House
READING OF ORDINANCES
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Tim Cox: April 14 – Buyers/Sellers Seminar being held at Redwine & Co from 11am-1pm (food provided)
Tony Gertz: Congratulations to Moeller for winning the State title.  Congratulations to Reading High School band for their participation in the Opening Day Parade.  Inquired about Arbitration regarding Police salaries – Answer: Bo Bemmes, believes they received a 2% raise.
Don Lindeman: Heard that K&K Auto was recently sold.  Bo Bemmes reported that Dave Stevenson is still looking into it.
New business updates: My Room was sold to a Data firm that will employee 5 employees.
KFC will be building next to the Library.  Taco Bell is going where Oasis/Eddies were.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:08 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
