CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
APRIL 17, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by President of Council, Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Lindeman.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Sabrina Smith & Brian Wilson: Requested to push traffic mileage from 25MPH to 15MPH and for the maximize the set-back from our house to the street.

COMMUNICATIONS:
March 2018 Mayors Monthly Disbursement Report: 294 Bench warrants issued, 1160 cases heard, total of $30,410.00 collected.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY FOR THE ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF (Second Reading)

  This was declared a second reading only. 

(2) AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES 
   OF THE CITY OF READING, STATE OF OHIO, DURING THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2018 
   (Second Reading)

  This was declared a second reading only.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- RHS is recognizing their top ten graduating seniors tonight (congrats to valedictorian Cassidy Piron and salutatorian Kallie Jacobs as well as Molly Slavey who was 3rd in her graduating class) so I will be leaving after my report to get back to that ceremony. Patrick should be able to answer any questions or call or email me anytime
- I will host another Mayors Forum next Tuesday, April 24, here at City Hall at 6pm. Everyone is welcome and please come with any questions or concerns you may have.
- I want to apologize for any part I may have played in contributing to some of our recent “rocky” meetings. During our last meeting it was stated that it didn’t seem like we (city council and administration) were on the same page and therefore not getting things accomplished. While we may disagree on some things and while we at city hall may sometimes lack the resources to get things done as quickly as some might like I want to remind everyone of what we do accomplish on a daily (as in 24/7) basis, Our first priority at city hall, day in and day out is PUBLIC SAFETY and it is no accident that we have, on a limited budget, outstanding Police, Fire/EMS and Public Works departments that serve our residents, schools, businesses and organizations very well every day. The daily efforts of our SSD, CPW, Fire Chief, Police Chief and Parks and Rec Director and all of our employees is awesome to say the least. With a Parks and Recreation budget going from $399,000 in 2005, to $345,000 in 2010, to $245,000 in 2012, to $164,000 in 2017 and $160,000 this year we have challenges and concerns in that area. With that being said partnering with our Reading community Schools, our generous businesses, our youth athletic organizations and aggressively and successfully applying for and getting substantial Grants we continue to accomplish a lot in our parks (Haffey fieldhouse-new roof, bleachers, energy efficient lights, furnace, hot water heater, at Veterans Mem Stadium=new scoreboard, sound system, lighting, new sod, at Koenig=dugouts for both fields, scoreboards, home run fences for both fields, infield dirt from Cinti Reds Community Fund, and at our Pool-new pool liner, new chairs, new life guard chairs and now new doors as well as new playground equipment at Koenig, Observatory and Hilltop parks)  We have a P/T Building dept that is now busier than ever (in the last few years Viox, New Library, Avecia, General Tool, Lace, new pre K-12 RCS building, Popeyes, Taco Bell, White Castle, KFC, McCluskey) and needs help and support. We have a very productive Economic development consultant and strategy that continues to keep businesses here in Reading, helps them grow to add new jobs and has helped in attracting new businesses to locate here.( please check total taxes collected from 2008= $6,374,000 till 2017= $7,267,000.) Also at city hall we have our Treasurers, Auditors and Water Departments offices and hold Mayors Court, all of us working together to deliver the best City services we can with the resources we are given. I am proud of what we accomplish at City Hall day in and day out. Every day we handle a multitude of different tasks and challenges constantly striving to get better.
- Our condolences go out the family of Hope King (Shirley, Becky, Bud Elmlingers Aunt) and to Mark Bishop and his family on the passing of Marks dad
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-3523673 or our police at 733-4122
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our Reading Community Schools and residents to address the many challenges and concerns the new 215,000 sq ft Pre K thru 12 school building brings. Our road and traffic engineers looked at the possibility of a roundabout at the top of Benson at the entry to the new school and recommended against the idea because it would take up way too much real estate to be a proper 2 lane roundabout, a single lane would not be efficient, roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly, they are not young driver friendly. 
- 4/21 litter clean up day 10am Koenig small pavilion Please help keep our city litter free all year. Our City garage will be open for Reading residents from 7:30am-3pm
- 4/21 Spring dance at American Legion to benefit RHS Band 7pm-11pm $15 admission gets you 2 drink tickets
- May 18, 30th annual Settlement Day dinner
- May 25, 26, 27 and 28 VYO FEST 
- May 28 Memorial Day
- Last weekend the 14th annual Andy Ramsey memorial RHS baseball/softball tournament and fundraiser for college scholarships was help at Koenig Park. It is amazing how the Ramsey/DeAngilis family works so hard each year to turn a devastating tragedy into a benefit to help RHS seniors afford college
- The St Peter and Pauls annual Mission Commission bingo was held last week. Over $3,000 was raised that benefits St Petes adopted Navaho Parish that is home to many impoverished families. It is unbelievable what Gloria Sulfsted, Faye Fischesser and family, the Albrincks and many other volunteers accomplish each year with this fundraiser
- Last Sat was the 11th annual SPPA trivia night that benefits young students at SPPA. It is again beyond belief each year what Andrea Gertz and her family, Carol Antennucci and many others accomplish with this event
- 2018 paving   Columbia {Reading rd to Hunt}   Galbraith  {Reading rd to Ron Reagan} Benson st near Bunny ct sewer collapse, Riesenberg Lane extension project will help with future jobs/businesses on46 acres of underutilized land

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Environmental Consultants for the development of the DOW site.  As more information is obtained our hope is to redevelop the property sooner.
- Standard Textile (purchased property adjacent); Tri-Weh (purchased the old Viox building); Vanover Cleaners (leased 
  building to Bo-chic Bridal).
- Received $100,000 in MRF funds to expand up on Columbia Avenue
- May 14 - bid opening for Riesenberg lane

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- As of today we have collected $775,000 but we still need $310,000 to reach last year’s number (9 business days left)
AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Reconciled the end of March 2018.  The monthly reports will be coming shortly in the next couple days.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Would like to explore potential Cost of Living increase.
- Committee Meeting Thursday, April 26 at 10:00 am in the Caucus Room.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- (Report given by Patrick Ross) 2017 Rumpke Recycling metrics: 296.29 tons collected in the City.  This is enough to power every home in Reading for 5 days and we saved 106 trees from being harvested.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Committee met last week regarding the small cell tower legislation.  We can act quickly regarding prohibitions to cell 
 towers in residential areas in the right of way.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Chief Snow was under the weather today, so I met with Lt. Zimmerman to review several issues:
We discussed the proposed updates to overnight truck parking in residential areas.  He will be presenting this to the rest of the PD and soliciting their input.  We also went more in depth with regard to their request for capital monies to replace three radar units.  This remains as an issue that will need to be reviewed in the Finance Committee.  Finally he asked that I remind all of our residents that car break-ins are on the increase with the warmer weather.  They have been tracking one suspect and was able to catch him in the act and arrest him.  However, he was released from the jail 8 hours after being booked in.  So, just another friendly reminder to keep your cars locked.

- There is a second reading on the agenda this evening for a pay increase for the Assistant Chief.

- Last week, Hamilton County Communications Center (911) announced that they now have the ability to utilize a really great program.  This program provides the citizens of Hamilton County with two enhanced Services - Rave, which is a Notification Service and Smart911, a Pre-Arrival Information Service.  

With the Notification Service, you will be notified of various alerts and warnings in our area.  Once you go online and establish an account, you can decide what notifications you would like to receive from the 40 options listed. Alerts include various weather conditions from watches to warnings, civil dangers, evacuation and sheltering, to individualized municipal alerts such as road closures and police searches.  Notifications are sent out via text, voice, and email.  You decide what notifications you would like to receive and how you are to receive them.

The second service, Pre-Arrival Information, can save valuable time in the event you or someone else living in your home has an emergency.  Things you can share in this service includes: medical information, emergency contacts, preferred hospital, each person's physical description, vehicle information, mobility and access issues.  You decide what information you want shared and you can modify and/or update at any time.  The information entered can only be seen by 911 and emergency personnel and only after you dial 911 from a registered phone.

This is a free service to all Hamilton County residents.  However your wireless phone carrier may apply standard or text messaging charges depending upon your specific plan.

Go to www.smart911.com for more information and to register.  You can also find more information on our web page at www.readingohio.org. 

Eventually, this service will be replacing Code Red once that contract is over.  Reading's anticipated cost for this program will be in the neighborhood of $3,500 annually, which is half of what we're currently paying for Code Red.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Received a quote from Barrett Paving for the work on Columbia Avenue.  City of Reading total: $37,015, Village of Lockland total: $17,230.00
- 500 tons of salt left for the year.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Clean-up Reading Day - April 21 from 10am-noon.  Meeting at the small shelter at Koenig park.  Road assignments will be given, cleanup until noon, Fire Department cooking hotdogs afterwards.  Service garage will be open for residents to bring items to dispose – brush, tires (Address: 1 Incinerator lane) – bring your proof that you are a Reading resident!  
Service department will be out from 7am to 3pm picking up the trash bags throughout the neighborhoods.
- Pool sign-ups beginning in May.  9am-12pm at Haffey Field House.  Pool opens June 2.
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Tony Gertz: Complimented the 2018 City of Reading Newsletter.  Looking forward to the Historical Society

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:08 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
