CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MAY 1, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by President of Council Cris Nesbitt to excuse Mr. Lindeman, motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Kay Lytle – In response to the 2 videos of the dogs at 915 3rd street being mistreated by the owners.  Inquired as to the rights of residents to keep concerned, neighboring residents protected as well as the dogs.  Answer: ALWAYS call the Reading Police department.  If the problem doesn’t get solved the first time please keep calling.  Call the SPCA at 513-541-6100 from 8am-6pm and call 513-825-2280 after 6pm to report abuse.
John Roush – (1) Inquired as to why the Reading Police did not call the SPCA in response to a neighbor of his who’s dogs was attacked and killed by a Pit Bull.  The owners of the Pitt Bull were allowed to bring the dog back home.
(2) Inquired as to whether or not a permit is required to install a 6ft privacy fence?  Answer: Yes.  
(3) Asked for assistance from Council with help getting a home near his condemned.
Lori Zimmer – Inquired as to the steps to be taken to change the Ohio Revision code laws. Answer: contact our State Reps Jonathan Dever, 614-466-8120.
Cindy Meyers – Brought copies of the laws regarding tethering of dogs.
Jean Gates – drainage in her back yard deteriorating her yard and causing flooding in her basement.  Dusty Rhodes suggested contacting MSD and bringing up the matter at the City Council meeting.  Organizations such as People Working Cooperatively, Council on Aging and United Way who are there to help Senior Citizens who are having issues in their home.
Felicia Palmer – If someone is not obeying City of Reading ordinances, what happens?  Answer: First it needs to be reported, then it will be investigated, proper citations are given and the decision is settled in Mayors Court or downtown.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- While we at city hall may sometimes lack the resources to get things done as quickly as some might like I want to remind everyone of what we do accomplish on a daily (as in 24/7) basis, Our first priority at city hall, day in and day out is PUBLIC SAFETY and it is no accident that we have, on a limited budget, outstanding Police, Fire/EMS and Public Works departments that serve our residents, our Excellent schools, businesses and our incredible organizations very well every day (recently it was pointed out that the demand for homes in our city far exceed the supply with homes selling in a matter of days). The daily efforts of our SSD, CPW, Fire Chief, Police Chief and Parks and Rec Director and all of our employees is awesome to say the least. With a Parks and Recreation budget going from $399,000 in to $160,000 this year we have challenges and concerns in that area. With that being said partnering with our Reading community Schools, our generous businesses, our youth athletic organizations and aggressively and successfully applying for and getting substantial Grants we continue to accomplish a lot in our parks (Haffey fieldhouse-new roof, bleachers, energy efficient lights, furnace, hot water heater, at Veterans Mem Stadium: new scoreboard, sound system, lighting, new sod, at Koenig=dugouts for both fields, scoreboards, home run fences for both fields, infield dirt from Cinti Reds Community Fund, and at our Pool-new pool liner, new chairs, new life guard chairs and now new doors as well as new playground equipment at Koenig, Observatory and Hilltop parks)  We have a P/T Building department that is now busier than ever (in the last few years Viox, New Library, Avecia, General Tool, Lace, new pre K-12 RCS building, Popeyes, Taco Bell, White Castle, KFC, McCluskey). We have a very productive Economic development consultant and strategy that continues to keep businesses here in Reading, helps them grow to add new jobs and has helped in attracting new businesses to locate here.( please check total payroll withholding taxes collected increased by $1,188,594 in the past 8 years with Gross Payroll in our City increasing by $59,430,000 in the same time span).  We, (our road engineers JMA, our SSD Patrick Ross, our CPW Darrell Courtney and members of our Public Works Department have successfully overseen 39 major road projects in the last 14 years
- Our condolences go out the family of Kathy Brickweg Frazier also our condolences go out to Steve Chabot and his family 
  on the passing of Steve’s brother Ron
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and 
  elected officials or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- We at City Hall will continue to work closely with our Reading Community Schools and residents to address the many challenges and concerns the new 215,000 sq ft Pre K thru 12 school building brings. Our road and traffic engineers looked at the possibility of a roundabout at the top of Benson at the entry to the new school and recommended against the idea because it would take up way too much real estate to be a proper 2 lane roundabout, a single lane would not be efficient, roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly, they are not young driver friendly. 
- 4/21 litter clean up day was a great day for our city as many residents helped us pick up litter and many took advantage of our city dumpster
- May 18, 30th annual Settlement Day dinner tickets are $20 with Don and Shirley Wetterer, Halker Flege Post #69 and Gertz Law Firm being recognized for their outstanding contributions to our community
- May 25, 26, 27 and 28 VYO FEST the VYO keeps close to 330 boys and girls busy over 6 months each year playing basketball, softball and baseball learning how to play as a team, learning basic fundamentals  and learning sportsmanship
- May 28: Memorial Day Parade
- Thanks again to the many volunteers who coach our youth for the VYO and RYS

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Reviewed the Benson Street & Columbia Avenue Improvement Recommendations.
- Gave an Appropriations Recap 
- Discussed the City Employees’ Health Insurance Renewal 
- BWC Rebate
- Gave an Economic Growth Recap 2010-2017

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- April 2018 Income Tax report.  $1,252,489.00 ($167,421 more than previous year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Thank you for all the prayers and thoughts for my Mother.  She has battled lymphoma and had a bone marrow transplant.  She was just diagnosed with Uterine Cancer.  We get her pathology back on Monday.  She came in today to help me with closing the end of the month.  I’m still waiting for the cash receipts to be looked over before I can begin reconciling the end of the month.  All bills have been paid to date.  I stress to all departments to get paperwork for accounts payable ASAP and not wait for the end and/or beginning of every month.


[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Still examining an ambiguity with the Automatic Cost of Living clause.
- Up in wage increases but down in personnel
- Next Finance Committee Meeting Thursday May 3 at 10:30 am.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- No Report (absent)

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- FEMA Grant opportunity for hazard mitigation.  Pre-Application due on May 11, 2018
- Meeting with a group of individuals who will be donating their time for various 


LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Mini-pigs not in violation.  Leave as is unless it becomes a bigger issue.
- Discussing how to better the communication to our community at last committee meeting.
- Urges all residents to keep their dogs on a leash.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- Last Thursday I met with Administration to review the proposed changes to the ordinance dealing with overnight truck and trailer parking in residential areas.  I also discussed these and other parking issues with some of our police officers after receiving a couple of parking complaints from residents.  The result of these discussions was a minor modification to the ordinance changes.  Once these changes are agreed upon by the rest of the Safety Committee I will be ready to present an ordinance to council. If this ordinance passes, I still hope to have an insert with the water bill that reviews all on-street parking regulations.
- One of the parking issues that arose last week dealt with trailers and recreational vehicles parked on residential properties.  Since this is more of a zoning code issue than a traffic code, I referred this to the Zoning and Planning committee and have already discussed the concerns with Mr. Ashbrock.  
- I want to thank the members of council for passing the pay increase ordinance for the Assistant Fire Chief last week.
- The Fire Department will be flushing all of the hydrants in the city during the month of May.  This periodically causes your tap water to become cloudy.  Should this occur, run your cold water until it clears.  The cloudy water is not harmful.  If you have questions or concerns, call the fire department at 733-5537.
- I will be working on my next Facebook posting of what's happening in Reading in the coming week.  Those members that would like specifics of their committee activities included will need to email me their report by Friday.
- Finally, I would like to wish all the mothers in Reading a very happy Mother's Day.

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- The Service crews are out mulching due to the multitude of folks who have been completing yard work (trimming trees, etc.)

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- 50 people attended the Clean-up Reading Day on April 21.
- First pool sign-up this Saturday, May 5.  Pool sign-ups will continue on Saturdays in May (May 5, 12, & 19) 
  from 9am-12pm at Haffey Field House.  $110.00 per family before June, $130.00 per family after June.  Pool opens June 2
READING OF ORDINANCES
  
OTHER BUSINESS
Tony Gertz: Requested the City look into a few properties on Third street.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:39 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
