CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
MAY 15, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbit called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Cox, Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Hamilton County Commissioner Chris Monzel – Alert HC: www.alerthc.org.  Sign up for 42 different warnings (flood, chemical tractor trailer overturned shelter in place).  Smart 911 – Will let the first responders know if you are diabetic, medications you’re on, if you have pets in the home, emergency contacts, etc.  Will need to renew every 6 months.

Bob Ashbrock: Gave a Powerpoint presentation regarding road improvements along the Columbia avenue (Highway entrance & exit, Northsite traffic, new school intersection).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]City Engineer Dan Schoster of JMA – In response to questions raised regarding Columbia road improvements:
Roundabout – Doesn’t fit in the area & not pedestrian friendly.
Estimates (3 lanes coming up Benson street, restriping, new traffic signal - $550,000.00 (recommended)
           4 lanes (widen everything), new storm sewers, new driveways for homeowners - million and a half)

James Shelton – Asked if we should we be looking at city-wide traffic routes instead of just Benson/Columbia/Bolser.
                  Tax Laws – 2.1% taken out of check for Cincinnati – does Reading get any of that?  Answer: No.

Judy Gerwe (President of MND) - (1) Start times with Reading have not been coordinated at this time. 
(2) No parking on Columbia from MNDs exit to South? Answer: Yes.  Concern - If parking on the street is taken away there will be no parking for the MND students.  Requested ample warning so they can talk to the students about where to park.
(3) With the widening of Benson street the MND Sign will be pushed back, not removed.

Kevin Kaiser, President Reading School Board – School start time changes are for next year. High School starting at 8:05 a.m. and dismissal at 2:55 p.m. Middle School starting at 8:30 a.m. and dismissal at 3:10 p.m.

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- 

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Hydrant flushing – discolored water – let it run for a few minutes and if it doesn’t clear up call the City.
- Congrats to Tom Grau who recently retired after 34 years.
- Reminder to Residents:  Illegal to blow grass into the street when cutting grass.  Clogs up sewers and catch basins.
- Road projects starting – Columbia & Galbraith being repaved.  Repair of the Benson street storm sewer that collapsed.
- City applied (pre-application for EMA) for pre-disaster mitigation funds to purchase & illuminate properties adjacent to the Mill Creek.
- Lockland Town Hall Monday May 21 12:30 pm Sharrod Brown’s office will be there to address issued with trains stopping.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- The power siting board has still not set a scheduling order for the Pipeline

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- April 2018 Income Tax report.  $1,252,490.00 (3.3% ahead for the year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Will have 4 or 5 ordinances next week for various debt of the City.  They will need to be passed next week to make payment on time.  Our sewer bills are now monthly.  After talking with the Law Director I will be making the 7% ordinance quarterly to be mindful of resources.  WeThrive! meeting will be this Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Non-bargaining units: we are going to try to coordinate.  Only 3 people who did not get a cost of living raise.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- The application for the Duke Pipeline has been re-opened.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- No report.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Next committee meeting on June 5 at 6:30 pm to discuss ICRC contract. 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
There is a second reading this evening on an ordinance updating the code that addresses overnight truck and trailer parking on residential streets. The two main changes are the definition of truck to include any vehicle with dual rear wheels and/or more than two axles. The other change regards trailers and states that it includes hitched or unhitched trailers. 
The third reading will be next week. I did not include the emergency clause in this piece of legislation, so it would be at least a month before taking effect. 

I listened with interest to results of the investigation that was presented to the City of Cincinnati Safety Committee yesterday on the events leading up to the tragic death of Kyle Plush at Seven Hills Academy on April 10th.  One of the issues discussed was that the Cincinnati 911 Center currently does not have the Smart911 system.  If you recall, last month I reported that Hamilton County Communications rolled out their enhanced 911 system that includes Smart911.  If there is ever an example of why each and every one of us should take advantage of this fantastic tool; Kyle's incident should be at the forefront.
Let me remind you what this enhanced system is capable of.  
Smart911, can save valuable time in the event you or someone else living in your home has an emergency.  Things you can share in this service includes: medical information, emergency contacts, each person's physical description, vehicle description information, mobility and access issues.  You decide what information you want shared and you can modify and/or update at any time.  The information entered can only be seen by 911 and emergency personnel and only after you dial 911 from a registered phone.

Go to www.alerthc.org or www.smart911.com for more information and to register.  You can also find more information on our web page at www.readingohio.org. 

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Started filing the pool.  Cleaning will begin next week.  Pool sign-ups will continue on Saturdays in May (May 12 & 19) 
  from 9am-12pm at Haffey Field House. $110.00 per family before June, $130.00 per family after June.  Pool opens June 2.  
READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 452; PARKING GENERALLY FROM 
   CITY OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Ordinance was declared a “second reading” only.
Motion made by Mr. Fischesser, seconded by Mr. Lynd to retype the ordinance without the Emergency clause.
  
OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:45 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council
