CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JUNE 5, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Pro-Tem Randy Fischesser called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Fischesser led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to excuse Mr. Cox.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our deepest condolences go out to the families of former Lockland Mayor Jim Brown, Tom Driscoll and Jean Elfers
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Our Reading Parks Foundation is again reaching out for donations to help with much needed improvements in our parks and to help pay for fireworks that are set off each year during the American Legions Festival which starts on Friday June 29, and goes thru Sunday July 1st with fireworks at 10pm Sunday July 1st
- Please get out and support our local businesses.  
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials  or watch our council meetings
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 733-4122
- On May 24 Sts Peter and Paul Church hosted a wonderful Baccalaureate service for graduating RHS Seniors.  RHS Principal Dennis Ramsey thanked St Paul’s Lutheran, St Johns UCC and Sts Peter and Paul churches for their outstanding support for our Reading Schools through a very challenging school year that included our HS moving back to the valley, Central Elem moving to the former Sts Peter and Paul elementary school and the loss of our HS gym and auditorium. St Pauls Lutheran Church opened its doors for RHS Choir concerts and Plays 
- VYO wants to thank the many volunteers who worked the festival, the softball players who played and the wonderful people who support our incredible VYO 
- The 109th annual Memorial Day Parade was yet another incredible event in our City
- On May 29 I hosted another Mayors Forum with our Economic development consultant, Linda Fitzgerald explaining the vital role she plays in our City through brining new jobs and businesses here, keeping the businesses we have here and encouraging them to grow and add jobs, working with our top 10 CEO’s through our Business Roundtable, with business owners through our Chamber of Commerce and working with our Reading Bridal District to keep them growing.  We also discussed challenges our City faces including keeping our city web page updated, having a PT Building dept who’s budget hasn’t increased in over 25 years, what we could accomplish as a city if we had more money to invest in economical development, making necessary improvements to city hall, our roads and our parks and more. Having a full time City Clerk would be very beneficial in keeping our City Web Page updated and taking some of the workload away from our SSD, our Building department would be able to accomplish more if they could hire someone to do clerical work for them. We also talked about the fact that we have less FT employees than we had years ago, we discussed our very challenging/tight Budget, and the challenges to get our Police, Fire and Public Works departments the tools they need to provide basic safety services
- The American Legions Fest will be held on June 29, 30 and July 1 with fireworks going off at 10pm July 1
- There was a great article in the Enquirer on May 31 about former RHS Track coach Jim Wright and the fact that he has now been an outstanding HS coach for 60 years guiding young athletes to accomplish more than they ever thought possible. Mr Wright guided Reading High to be one of the top Track and Field schools in the State of Ohio
- Our excellent Schools completed another great year doing an outstanding job educating the youth of our community. congrats and best wishes to all our recent Graduates

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Continue to look into the landslide issue on Julie Terrace.  An engineer will be giving a report on the structural safety of the homes.  As a City we will do what we can.
- We will be receiving a rebate for Bureau workers comp.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- We received a summons regarding a lawsuit about the painter whose scaffolding collapsed on Jefferson Avenue.

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- May 2018 Income Tax report.  $3,439,251.00 (2.4% ahead for the year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- I will be at the Finance Officer Training Next week June 11-15 in Sandusky, OH. I have gotten a scholarship to cover the fee for the past 3 years. It costs $525. Thanks to the Mayor for writing a scholarship application so I can attend. Volleyball Camp is going on this week at Haffey Fieldhouse. It's great to see the high school students help the younger kids in grades 3-8. Remembering Jim Brown. I coached Junior High Basketball at Lockland and he would come to a few games a season. That was pretty awesome. We had a WeTHRIVE! Meeting tonight that's main focus was a Farmer's Market. We're hoping to have a Farmer's Market started in our Community by July. This would vegetables, meat, eggs, and a variety of other products. Thank you to our department heads for working with me as I leave for training. All bills will be paid to date. We have been granted an extension for the audit for 2016 and 2017. This due date will be July 29, 2018. Last time we met, we paid a bunch of our yearly debt. All checks have been cashed. We will have another group to pay in September.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Will be putting together an ordinance regarding Council voting on raises.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Still working on the City deeds project.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Sent e-mail to Patrick regarding questions for the Engineers in relation to the new school site/traffic pattern, etc.
- Asked for an update for the request of additional help (paid part-time intern) for Dan Brooks.  
Answer (From Patrick Ross): It’s still being researched (Ex. Where will the money come from to pay for the part-time intern).
- Next committee meeting Tuesday, June 19 at 6:30 pm.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- Absent.  Report given by President of Council Pro-Tem Randy Fischesser: Next committee meeting will be next Tuesday, June 12 at 6:30.  Discussion will be over ICRC contract, as well as our current law over cats and the amount of cats a household may have.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
- The ordinance amending truck and trailer overnight parking on residential streets was passed at the last meeting.  Since it did not have an emergency clause, it will take effect at the end of this month. I was unable to get the two page letter explaining these changes and other parking regulations to Patrick in time to make the June water bill.  Therefore, please look for it in your July bill.  There were some questions about why this is being sent with a water bill.  Presently, the water bill is the only form of communication from the city that we know reaches the greatest percent of our citizens on a timely basis.  Adding a page of communication to the bill is a cost efficient, easy way to get information to the most residents. 
- The police are still waiting on the county to get their bugs and concerns worked out with the new MDT system before we will need to purchase them for the cruisers.  Chief Snow will keep us informed as things progress.
- Presently, the fire department has two full-time members off; one with a non-duty injury and one with a long-term illness.  The result of this is that the remaining members are having to work a lot of overtime.  So, when some of us start looking at the bottom line of salaries at the end of the year, keep in mind that there was also a lot of time involved in earning that figure.
- Want to again encourage everyone to sign up for Alert Hamilton County to receive severe weather updates, information about emergencies, and other important community news. By creating a Smart911 Safety Profile, you will also be able to provide important family information to 9-1-1 call takers that could save critical time during an emergency.  Sign up is quick, easy, free, and secure. To register or learn more, please visit: www.alerthc.org

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- Now that school is out the Service department is working on the numerous projects that had to wait for this time period.

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Pool opened on Saturday (June 2) and the pool has been busy every day.  Thanks to Service & Parks departments (especially Matt) for hard work getting the pool ready.
- We need to look into replacing all of the tables and chairs at the fieldhouse.  We have not had new ones in years and we have to dispose of a few every year because they are so old and worn out.  
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Would like to have the Economic Development Director, Linda Fitzgerald here on a televised night to give her report for the Community.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR RIESENBERG AVENUE IMPROVEMENT AND A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) AGREEMENT BETWEEN HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND CITY OF READING AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Albrinck to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion failed by a 3-3 roll call vote (Mr. Gertz, Lindeman & Ashbrock voting “no”).  Ordinance was declared a “first reading” only.

(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO FRED A NEMANN CO. FOR THE RIESENBERG EXTENSION PROJECT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $844,321 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ordinance was declared a “first reading” only.

(3) AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING RIGHT OF WAY OF PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC USE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Ordinance was declared a “first reading” only.

(4) AN ORDINANCE DIRECTING THE INCREASE OF SALARY FOR COST OF LIVING IN THE AMOUNT OF 2.1% FOR THE POSITIONS OF CHIEF OF PUBLIC WORKS AND EXTERIOR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE OFFICER EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to suspend the rules requiring a second or third reading.  Motion failed by a 5-1 roll call vote (Mr. Fischesser voting “no”).  Ordinance was declared a “first reading” only.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Motion made by Mr. Gertz, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock for the Clerk of Council, Carla Kacher to receive the 2.1% cost of living raise beginning January 1, 2018.  Motion passed by a 4-2 roll call vote (Mr Lynd voting “no” and Mr. Albrinck abstaining).

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:45 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                        RANDY FISCHESSER
  Clerk of Council                                            President of Council Pro-Tem
