CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JULY 03, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Lindeman, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Fischesser.
Motion made by Mr. Lynd, seconded by Mr. Ashbrock to excuse Mr. Cox.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Duane Mount
- Muddy Water on Bolser coming in pretty heavy into the street
- Grass cutting on outside of fence on school property is nice – Duane recently took care of the heavy weeds by clipping them himself
- Sidewalk still closed on Bolser and there are several walkers & joggers that are walking in the street and are in possible danger.
- He has been contacted by Dan Brooks to cease and desist his sale of firewood at his home.  Even though he feels as though his service was an asset to the community and his heart is broken, he will comply with the law.

Justin Feldman 
– Asked for Council’s vote in passing a Resolution recently passed by the City of Cincinnati allowing the Power Siting Board to consider the health and personal safety of the community.  It is his opinion that the power siting board has not considered human safety at all.

Scott Miner 
– Would like the City to look into the standing water that is infront of his house for about a month now (edge of driveway at Market Street)

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- Our deepest condolences go out to the family of Steve Feld. Steve was a good man from a wonderful, active Reading family, a great VYO coach and someone who was always willing to give to help the youth of our community
- Please continue to keep our Veterans, our active military personnel and our first responders in your prayers.
- Please get out and support our local businesses as they are very generous in supporting our Churches, Schools and Organizations 
- Please consider joining/supporting our Reading Historical Society /American Legion/Eagles/ Knights of St John/Kiwanis
- Visit our web page at www.readingohio.org 24/7 to get city updates, event info, contact info for city departments and elected officials or watch our council meetings. I am looking into finding someone to update our web page I will keep you all posted
- Anyone that has any questions/comments/concerns or complaints about any of our expenditures or the way we operate is encouraged to come forward. I am always open to hear any ideas to improve our city 
- As a City we encourage neighbors to get to know and watch out for each other especially our elderly. Please continue to call the Police at 733-4122 immediately when you see suspicious or illegal activity. Thanks to all who have joined in our efforts to make our city safer by becoming involved with their neighborhood watch groups. AGAIN THE VERY IMPORTANT REMINDER TO SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE 
- Our Reading police Department is an active and vital part of the Hamilton County heroin Coalition task force that is encouraging everyone to become involved in fighting the devastating heroin/Drug Addiction epidemic that is harming all of us.  If you have a tip or any information that might help law enforcement catch a heroin/drug dealer please call 513-352-3673 or our police at 513-733-4122
- Having a full time City Clerk would be very beneficial in keeping our City Web Page updated and taking some of the workload away from our SSD, our Building department would be able to accomplish more if they could hire someone to do clerical work for them. We also talked about the fact that we have less FT employees than we had years ago, we discussed our very challenging/tight Budget, and the challenges to get our Police, Fire and Public Works departments the tools they need to provide basic safety services
- The American Legions wants to thank everyone who volunteered to work during their festival and thank all who supported them.  The VYO boys and girls All Star games and Reading High Schools dance team helped to bring people to the festival to support our Veterans. The fireworks were awesome again and I want to thank everyone who supports our Reading Parks Foundation as half of the money for fireworks each year comes from our Parks foundation
- My next Mayors Forum will be on July 24 here in our Council Chambers at 6pm everyone is welcome bring your questions, comments, concerns. During my May Mayors Forum some of the many needs of our City were brought up. Roads that need repaved, park improvements, what we could accomplish if we had more money to invest in economic development, needed repairs/improvements at City Hall, each of our departments could do more with more employees and equipment, more could be accomplished if we had a Full Time City Clerk including keeping our web page up to date, what we could accomplish if we put more money into our part time Building Department and more. We also discussed our financial constraints, the fact that we have very little in Reserve Funds, the law that requires us to live within our means and the necessity of us prioritizing every dollar that we spend because we know at the beginning of each year that our expenses are going to be very close to if not more than our anticipated revenues. I repeated how we work very hard every day to provide the best possible City Services to our residents, businesses, schools and organizations with the resources we are given. We are constantly striving to improve while we strive to be as effective, efficient and as economical as we can be with all we do. With all of that being said I want to also emphasize that we thank God every day for the many blessings He has sent our way. With God’s guidance and help we have worked our way through many challenges and we will continue to pray for God’s blessings. We, as a City have accomplished a lot and we will continue to need everybody working together to do all that we can to move our city forward
- If you know someone who needs to register to VOTE or needs to update their address we have forms at City hall or contact the Hamilton County Board of Elections. ALL ELECTIONS ARE VERY IMPORTANT AND WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VOTE
- I want to urge Council to pass the Resolution to advocate for policies and regulations that would allow local communities to protect ourselves from the irresponsible placement of high pressure natural gas pipelines wat to close to our homes, schools, athletic fields and businesses
- I hope everyone read our traffic engineers, TEC, response to questions and concerns related to future traffic concerns when the new Reading Community pre K=12 School opens in August of 2019
- The storm sewer that collapsed under Benson street has been replaced, curb work is being completed and that section of Benson will be repaved soon
- Adjustments to the traffic loops at Columbia and Reading road should be done soon and then the final layer of pavement will be done. We have been getting complaints for years to make the left lanes on Columbia turning onto reading road to be left turn only and with the repaving of Columbia now was the time to see if this change will help reduce accidents in that intersection
- The final layer of pavement will be installed as soon as the traffic loops are completed at Galbraith and Reading road
- I want to thank SSD Ross and our finance committee for their efforts in putting together our 2019 Budget. It is yet another very tight General Fund budget with all of our anticipated Revenue being committed to providing 24/7 Police/Fire/EMS and Public Works Services, the removal of garbage, the maintenance of our Parks and playgrounds, funding a Building and Exterior property maintenance department, promoting Economic development, paying to have a Road and Storm water Engineer and paying your elected and appointed City Officials. Last years total revenue for our General fund was $8,364,164 with Expenditures equaling $8,356,520 leaving a total of $7,644. The reminder that in 2002 and 2003 we were spending $800,000 more than we were bringing in
- I Hope everyone has an enjoyable 4th of July as we remember the incredible courage of our Founding Fathers and the suffering and sacrifices brave men and women and their families have endured to allow us to enjoy the incredible FREEDOMS we enjoy living in the Greatest most caring Christian nation ever.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- No Report (Absent)

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- Reported on the seven significant adjustments to the Duke Energy Pipeline’s proposed alternate route:

“On May 31, 2017, Staff timely filed its Staff Report of Investigation on the Duke Energy Ohio C314V Central Corridor Pipeline Extension Project. Subsequently, on August 24, 2017, the administrative law judge issued an entry granting a request by the Applicant to suspend the procedural schedule for this case. On April 13, 2018, the Applicant filed supplemental information regarding revisions it chose to make to its proposed Alternate Route. These revisions include, but are not limited to, seven significant adjustments to its proposed Alternate Route: 

1. Relocating the route into the public road right-of-way along Glendale Milford Road. 
2. Relocating the route as it turns south from Glendale Milford Road into road right-of-way. 
3. Relocating the route around Formica, Inc. 
4. Relocating the route to the west side of the AluChem facility. 
5. Relocating the route to the west side of a planned future development site in the City of Reading. 
6. Relocating the route around the Patheon facility. 
7. Relocating the route to the west side of the property at the southern end of the proposed project. 

The revisions to the Alternate Route in the supplemental information filed by the Applicant result in changes to the proposed project. Although not explicitly stated in the supplemental information filed by the Applicant, it appears to Staff that the revisions would impact two new property owners. Also not addressed in the supplemental information filed by the Applicant was whether or not land use agreements, in addition to those necessary for the original Alternate Route, would be required for any impacted properties along the revised Alternate Route. Although numerous route revisions are proposed, the furthest distance between the revised Alternate Route and the original Alternate Route is less than 500 feet. Staff requests that any procedural schedule issued in this case provides sufficient time to complete a thorough review of the supplemental information provided by the Applicant.”

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- June 2018 Income Tax report.  $4,007,649.00 (2.4% ahead for the year) total income taxes collected.

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Working on finishing up closing the month of June.  Finishing up the 2 year audit with all our departments.  The next WeThrive! Meeting is in Council Chambers on July 10 from 6-7pm.  The first Farmer’s Market will be on Friday, July 20 from 5-7 pm in the American Legion parking lot.  The American Legion will be having dinner that night as well.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Budget Process (Thorough evaluation of what we do as a City)
 (1) We prepare a budget by July of each year
 (2) This budget must be reviewed, approved by Council and submitted to the Hamilton County Budget Commission by July 20
 (3) The HCBC will either accept the budget or request revisions
- We have 30 funds the City uses to operate the City.  Mr Gertz reviewed several other funds that are also utilized.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Obsolete Utility Poles to be removed (working with Patrick Ross)
- Next Committee Meeting will be Tuesday, July 10 at 6:30 pm.  Will be reviewing his work on the City deeds project.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Will be meeting with his Committee to further discuss Cell Towers and reasonable regulations to govern them.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
Over the past week I have been in discussion with Chief Snow regarding his anticipated capital needs for 2019.  Besides the annual cruiser purchase, there is a continued need for radar units and tasers.  Both have been paid for from his operations budget in the past; but with the added expense of two arbitrations coming out of his operations, the extra money is not there.

We also discussed any questions his officers had regarding the changes to the ruck and trailer parking in residential areas.  Although the ordinance is now in effect, it will not be enforced until the codified ordinances on the city's web page are updated.

The National Weather Service in Wilmington has issued a briefing regarding the Excessive Heat Warning for Hamilton County and southwest Ohio for Wednesday, July 4, 2018.
Heat index values of between 100-105 degrees will be possible area-wide Thursday afternoon as well.
Recommendations include staying hydrated with water, stay cool in an air conditioned area and wear lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothes.  Please look after the elderly, young children and people with mental illness and chronic diseases.  And don't forget about your pets.

Since we will be celebrating the Fourth of July tomorrow, I will once again encourage everyone to leave the fireworks displays to the professionals.  For those of you that can't resist having your own display - celebrate safely.  Keep everyone at a safe distance, have water readily available to extinguish any faulty fireworks and please keep your celebration to a reasonable hour out of respect to your neighbors.

Finally, the Reading Police Department will be hosting our first National Night Out celebration at Koenig Park.  This will take place on August 7th from 5pm to 8pm.  There will be food and refreshments, kids activities, police fire and EMS displays, and other things to see and do.
National Night Out is a great opportunity for citizens and police to join forces in fighting crime.  So plan now to join us on August 7th. 

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- No Report

RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Adult Only Night at the pool, Friday, July 20 from 6-10 pm.  
- Ladies Night at the pool, Thursday, July 26 from 6-9 pm.  Admission free if you bring an appetizer to share.  
  Bring your own drinks – no glass.
- Dive-In Movie Night Friday, July 27 at 7:00 pm.  Movie starts at dusk.  Free admission and popcorn.
OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gertz: Would like to have the Economic Development Director, Linda Fitzgerald here on a televised night to give her report for the Community.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) THE FOLLOWING BUDGET FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2019 HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL AND IS HEREBY SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION.

Ordinance was declared a “first reading” only.

OTHER BUSINESS


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:59 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                  CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                     President of Council
