CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION
JULY 17, 2018 - 7:30PM
CALL TO ORDER
President of Council Cris Nesbitt called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE
Mr. Nesbitt led those in attendance in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present: Mr. Gertz, Mr. Lynd, Mr. Albrinck, Mr. Ashbrock & Mr. Lindeman.
Motion made by Mr. Lindeman, seconded by Mr. Lynd to excuse Mr. Cox & Mr. Fischesser.  Motion carried by voice vote.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Mel Gertz, 
Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher.

PUBLIC HEARING 
Public Hearing for the 2019 Budget was opened at 7:32 pm.  No Public Hearing closed at 7:34 pm.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Duane Mount
- Happy to see the grass and weeds were taken care of recently.  Concerned about the amount of dust being produced 
Brian Collins
- Wanted to clarify property Maintenance Officer: Rick Martin.  Presented issue with some abandoned buildings on Reading Road and telephone poles on Columbia road not being used.  Jones Insurance – Brian Collins identified 12 violations according to the Property Maintenance code.  Reading Feed Mill – dumpsters blocking entrance to store at night.  Would like us as a City to be more proactive instead of reactive.  
Patrick Ross response:  Meeting regarding Jones Insurance this upcoming Thursday.  There was a death in the family and a few other legal matters which is why this process has taken so long.  Reading Feed Mill is being address currently.  Railroad issues is an ongoing battle.  Some issues with right-of-way and who owns the land where these poles lie.  The entire Property Maintenance department is being looked at how it can be run more effectively.

James Shelton
- Cat ordinance – Official ordinance has not been made.  Mr Gertz believes the number of cats that will be allowed per household is 3.  Mr. Shelton asked for reasoning behind the number of 3 cats per household?  Answer from Tony Gertz: it is his belief that this decision was made in relation to the number of dogs that are allowed per household.

Ed Williams (TEC Engineering – traffic study for the new school) 
– Explained how they conduct a traffic impact study.  Fielded multiple questions from Council.  
A Few Key Points:
(1) Site plan is constantly changing even after an Impact study may have occurred.  
(2) Mr. Gertz: Was the Mercy Health building in existence when the study was conducted?  Answer: No.  Study was conducted while MND was in session and also considers the GE traffic.

For a full report please view this portion of the meeting by visiting: http://icrctv.com/community/reading

REPORTS OF OFFICIALS
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes
- No Report (absent)

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR: Patrick Ross
- Police: National Night Out (Nation-wide event) Tues Aug 7 from 5:00 – 8:00 pm at Koenig Park.  Food, Kids Activities, Bounce House, K9 Unit, Dunking Booth.  Lt Zimmerman gave notice of retirement.  Last working day will be next Friday and his retirement will be August 15, 2018.  Candidate to replace Lt. Zimmerman is already in the workings.
- Reviewed a letter he received regarding the Pipeline.

LAW DIRECTOR: Dave Stevenson
- No Report

TREASURER: Mel Gertz
- No Report (Absent)

AUDITOR: Sabrina Smith
- Finishing up items for the audit.  Lots of items to get caught up with that come with the second half of the year.  Sewer bill for May finally came.  Will be a 7% ordinance soon.  They went to monthly billing.  The first Farmer’s Market from the WeThrive! group will be this Friday, July 20th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the American Legion’s parking lot.  American Legion will have dinner for sale as well.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE: Anthony Gertz
- Voting on the Budget tonight.
- Will have an ordinance upcoming that all future wage increases will be based upon Council ordinances.  
- All monies that come out of the 340 fund have to be voted on by Council.
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS: Don Lindeman
- Committee met and reviewed work completed on the properties that the City of Reading owns.  We are trying to determine if we have the deeds to the properties we own.

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Bob Ashbrock 
- Hope to have the small cell tower ordinance in the near future.

LAWS AND CONTRACTS: Tim Cox 
- No Report (Absent)

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Randy Fischesser
-No Report (Absent)

SERVICE: Dennis Albrinck
- I met with Chief of Public Works Darrell Courtney and Kevin Knizner on Monday July 16, and spoke about a number of items including:
1. Pump House: The EPA required that improvements be done to protect the integrity of the building and the water supply. The roof was leaking and the interior walls inside and out were deteriorating. A new slanted roof is being installed over the flat concrete and tar roof and work on the walls will be done soon and then repainted. The building was last repainted over ten years ago.

2. Benson Street Project: Plans call for the grinding of the street on the 23rd and repaving the 24th. The Service Department understands that curbing and repaving will only be done from Lory Lane to Bunny Court (where the new sewer crossed over to the north side of the street). They were hoping it would be taken down to Hill Street. They were also hoping that a new water line would be installed from Lory to Hill Street while the street was open.

3. Personnel: Staffing level is now down to 11. Steve Greiner is still off for a shoulder problem. He is in the third month of a 4 to 6 month recuperation period. Eric Lautenslager (back problem) has been of three weeks and has another two weeks to go. Bill Stone’s retirement is imminent. With these employees off for recuperation and the usual vacations, there are many “army of one” work crews. With the small staff numbers, there is a drop in the level of service provided. There is no brush pickup on a regular basis. There has been no Motrim service. Catch basin and storm sewer repair is behind schedule. The Vorhees Park pavilion roof in on hold. The eligibility list for new hires for the Service Department is only good until October.  There are two individuals that the Service Department would like to hire.
 
4. Equipment Purchase: A list of equipment was prepared and presented to the Administration and Council in March. At this time, the Service Department would request that a plumber’s truck with panel boxes be purchased. Estimated cost in March was $45,000. Since this truck is used primarily for water services, perhaps this expense could come from the water department. 


RECREATION: Tom Lynd
- Adult Only Night at the pool, Friday, July 20 from 6-10 pm.  
- Ladies Night at the pool, Thursday, July 26 from 6-9 pm.  Admission free if you bring an appetizer to share.  
  Bring your own drinks – no glass.
- Dive-In Movie Night Friday, July 27 at 7:00 pm.  Movie starts at dusk.  Free admission and popcorn.
OTHER BUSINESS
Don Lindeman – Rededication of the Monument June 2019.  Seeking (copies) pictures and documents of WWI veterans. Please contact Cindy and/or Rick Roth at 513-483-0307.

READING OF ORDINANCES
(1) THE FOLLOWING BUDGET FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2019 HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL AND IS HEREBY SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION. (Third Reading)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion made by Mr. Albrinck, seconded by Mr. Lindeman to adopt the ordinance.  Motion carried by 5-0 roll call vote.

ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                 ORDINANCE 2018-30

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 9:34 pm.


X______________________________________           X______________________________________
  CARLA KACHER                                  CRIS NESBITT
  Clerk of Council                                     President of Council
